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retired Coast Guard commodores’’ in section catchline, 

and substituted ‘‘rear admiral (lower half)’’ for ‘‘com-

modore’’ in text. 
1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted ‘‘Pay grade: retired 

Coast Guard commodores’’ for ‘‘Pay grades: com-

modores, retired list’’ in section catchline. 
1983—Pub. L. 97–417 substituted provision relating to 

the entitlement of retired list Coast Guard com-

modores to the basic pay of a retired rear admiral after 

two years emergency or wartime duty, for former sub-

secs. (a) and (b), which, respectively, related to the en-

titlement of retired Coast Guard rear admirals (other-

wise entitled to the basic pay of retired list rear admi-

rals) to the basic pay of an upper half rear admiral 

after two years emergency or wartime active duty, and 

provided that the number of active list Coast Guard 

rear admirals entitled to upper half pay be half the dif-

ference between the number of active list officers above 

captain and the number of officers serving above rear 

admiral, an odd number result to be placed in the upper 

half, and no officer entitled to rear admiral pay to have 

it reduced solely because of a reduction in the number 

of rear admirals. 
1980—Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(b), substituted ‘‘(upper half) 

of the Coast Guard’’ for ‘‘of upper half; officers holding 

certain positions in the Navy’’ in section catchline. 
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(1), (2), redesignated 

subsec. (e) as (a) and struck out applicability to the 

Navy. Former subsec. (a), relating to entitlement of an 

officer not restricted in the performance of his duties 

in the Navy, was struck out. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(1), (3), redesignated 

subsec. (f) as (b). Former subsec. (b), relating to entitle-

ment of an officer restricted in the performance of his 

duties in the Navy, was struck out. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(1), struck out sub-

sec. (c) which related to entitlement of an officer in a 

staff corps in the Navy. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(1), struck out sub-

sec. (d) which related to entitlement of an officer of the 

Naval Reserve. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(2), redesignated 

subsec. (e) as (a). 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(3), redesignated 

subsec. (f) as (b). 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(4), struck out sub-

sec. (g) which related to entitlement of an officer of the 

Marine Corps. 
Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(4), struck out sub-

sec. (h) which related to entitlement of specific officers 

of the naval service. 
Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(4), struck out sub-

sec. (i) which related to entitlement of additional spe-

cific officers of the naval service. 
Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(4), struck out sub-

sec. (j) which related to entitlement of officer of the 

Navy serving as Deputy Comptroller of the Navy. 
Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(4), struck out sub-

sec. (k) which related to pay of a woman officer when 

initially appointed as a rear admiral and while serving 

as a rear admiral under such appointment or a subse-

quent appointment. 
Pub. L. 96–342 substituted provisions respecting pay 

when initially appointed as a rear admiral and while 

serving as a rear admiral under such appointment or a 

subsequent appointment for provisions respecting pay 

while serving under an appointment under section 

5767(c) of title 10. 
Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 96–513, § 401(a)(4), struck out sub-

sec. (l) which related to entitlement of an officer of the 

Navy or Marine Corps serving as Assistant Judge Advo-

cate General of the Navy. 
1972—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 92–451 struck out ‘‘Except 

for those whose basic pay is otherwise specifically au-

thorized by law,’’ and substituted ‘‘in grades above cap-

tain, less the number of officers serving in grades above 

rear admiral’’, for ‘‘in that grade’’ in first sentence. 
1968—Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 90–623 redesignated as sub-

sec. (l) the subsection relating to basic pay of the As-

sistant Judge Advocate General of the Navy, formerly 

designated as subsec. (k). 
1967—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 90–179, § 7(1), inserted ‘‘or as 

Deputy Judge Advocate General of the Navy,’’. 
Subsecs. (h)(7), (8). Pub. L. 90–179, § 7(2)(B), (C), added 

par. (7) and renumbered former par. (7) as par. (8). 
Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 90–179, § 7(3), struck out par. (3) 

which referred to an officer detailed as Assistant Judge 

Advocate of the Navy and renumbered pars. (4) and (5) 

as pars. (3) and (4), respectively. 
Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 90–179, § 7(4), added subsec. (k) re-

lating to officer of the Navy or Marine Corps serving as 

Assistant Judge Advocate General of the Navy. 
Pub. L. 90–130 added subsec. (k) relating to a woman 

officer appointed under section 5767(c) of title 10. 
1966—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 89–718, § 50(1), struck out ref-

erence to service as Chief of the Bureau of Naval Weap-

ons. 
Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 89–718, § 50(2), struck out par. (2) 

relating to Chief of Naval Materiel. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective Sept. 15, 1981, 

but the authority to prescribe regulations under the 

amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective on Dec. 12, 1980, 

see section 701 of Pub. L. 96–513, set out as a note under 

section 101 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 
Pub. L. 96–342, title X, § 1004(b), Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 

1120, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by sub-

section (a) [amending this section] shall apply with re-

spect to basic pay payable for periods beginning on or 

after the date of the enactment of this Act [Sept 8, 

1980].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 92–451 effective Oct. 2, 1972, 

except that continuation boards may not be held until 

one year thereafter, see section 3 of Pub. L. 92–451, set 

out as a note under section 290 of Title 14, Coast Guard. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–623 intended to restate 

without substantive change of law in effect on Oct. 22, 

1968, see section 6 of Pub. L. 90–623, set out as a note 

under section 5334 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

TRANSITION PROVISIONS UNDER DEFENSE OFFICER 

PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT ACT 

For provisions to prevent extinction or premature 

termination of rights, duties, penalties, or proceedings 

that existed or were begun prior to the effective date of 

Pub. L. 96–513, and otherwise to allow for an orderly 

transition to the system of officer personnel manage-

ment put in place under Pub. L. 96–513, see section 601 

et seq. of Pub. L. 96–513, set out as a note under section 

611 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 203. Rates 

(a)(1) The rates of monthly basic pay for mem-
bers of the uniformed services within each pay 
grade are those prescribed in accordance with 
section 1009 of this title or as otherwise pre-
scribed by law. 

(2) Notwithstanding the rates of basic pay in 
effect at any time as provided by law, the rates 
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of basic pay payable for commissioned officers 
in pay grades O–7 through O–10 may not exceed 
the monthly equivalent of the rate of pay for 
level II of the Executive Schedule, and the rates 
of basic pay payable for all other officers and for 
enlisted members may not exceed the monthly 
equivalent of the rate of pay for level V of the 
Executive Schedule. 

(b) While serving as a permanent professor at 
the United States Military Academy, the United 
States Naval Academy, or the United States Air 
Force Academy or as a member of the perma-
nent commissioned teaching staff at the United 
States Coast Guard Academy, an officer who has 
over 36 years of service computed under section 
205 of this title is, in addition to the pay and al-
lowances to which he is otherwise entitled under 
this title, entitled to additional pay in the 
amount of $250 a month. This additional pay 
may not be used in the computation of retired 
pay. 

(c) A cadet at the United States Military 
Academy, the United States Air Force Academy, 
or the Coast Guard Academy, or a midshipman 
at the United States Naval Academy, is entitled 
to monthly cadet pay, or midshipman pay, at 
the monthly rate equal to 35 percent of the basic 
pay of a commissioned officer in the pay grade 
O–1 with less than two years of service. 

(d)(1) The basic pay of a commissioned officer 
who is in pay grade O–1, O–2, or O–3 and who is 
credited with a total of over four years’ service 
described in paragraph (2) shall be computed in 
the same manner as the basic pay of a commis-
sioned officer in the same pay grade who has 
been credited with over four years’ active serv-
ice as an enlisted member. 

(2) Service to be taken into account for pur-
poses of computing basic pay under paragraph 
(1) is as follows: 

(A) Active service as a warrant officer or as 
a warrant officer and an enlisted member. 

(B) Service as a warrant officer, as an en-
listed member, or as a warrant officer and an 
enlisted member, for which at least 1,460 
points have been credited to the officer for the 
purposes of section 12732(a)(2) of title 10. 

(e)(1) A student at the United States Military 
Academy Preparatory School, the United States 
Naval Academy Preparatory School, or the 
United States Air Force Academy Preparatory 
School who was selected to attend the pre-
paratory school from civilian life is entitled to 
monthly student pay at the same rate as pro-
vided for cadets and midshipmen under sub-
section (c). 

(2) A student at a preparatory school referred 
to in paragraph (1) who, at the time of the stu-
dent’s selection to attend the preparatory 
school, was an enlisted member of the uniformed 
services shall receive monthly basic pay at the 
rate prescribed for the student’s pay grade and 
years of service as an enlisted member or at the 
rate provided for cadets and midshipmen under 
subsection (c), whichever is greater. 

(3) The monthly student pay of a student de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be treated for pur-
poses of the accrual charge for the Department 
of Defense Military Retirement Fund estab-

lished under section 1461 of title 10 in the same 
manner as monthly cadet pay or midshipman 
pay under subsection (c). 

(Pub. L. 87–649, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 456; Pub. L. 
88–132, § 2, Oct. 2, 1963, 77 Stat. 210; Pub. L. 88–422, 
§ 1, Aug. 12, 1964, 78 Stat. 395; Pub. L. 89–132, § 1, 
Aug. 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 545; Pub. L. 89–501, title III, 
§ 301, July 13, 1966, 80 Stat. 276; Pub. L. 90–207, 
§ 1(1), Dec. 16, 1967, 81 Stat. 649; Pub. L. 91–278, 
§ 3(2), June 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 306; Pub. L. 92–129, 
title II, § 201, Sept. 28, 1971, 85 Stat. 355; Pub. L. 
92–455, § 3, Oct. 2, 1972, 86 Stat. 761; Pub. L. 93–419, 
§ 2, Sept. 19, 1974, 88 Stat. 1152; Pub. L. 95–79, title 
III, § 302(a)(2), July 30, 1977, 91 Stat. 326; Pub. L. 
96–343, § 6(b), Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 1127; Pub. L. 
97–60, title I, § 102(a), Oct. 14, 1981, 95 Stat. 992; 
Pub. L. 98–94, title IX, § 902(a), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 
Stat. 635; Pub. L. 99–145, title XIII, § 1303(b)(1), 
Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 740; Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, 
title VI, § 601(c), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3874; Pub. 
L. 100–180, div. A, title VI, § 601(c), Dec. 4, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1092, as amended Pub. L. 100–202, 
§ 110(b), Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1329–436; Pub. L. 
100–456, div. A, title VI, § 601(d), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 
Stat. 1976; Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title VI, 
§ 601(c), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1445; Pub. L. 
103–160, div. A, title VI, § 603(a), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 
Stat. 1678; Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title VI, 
§ 601(c), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2779; Pub. L. 
104–201, div. A, title VI, § 602, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 
Stat. 2540; Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title VI, 
§ 602(a), Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2037; Pub. L. 
106–65, div. A, title VI, § 601(d), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 648; Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title VI, 
§ 612(a)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–150; 
Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title VI, § 602(a), Dec. 28, 
2001, 115 Stat. 1132; Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title 
X, § 1062(f)(1), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2651; Pub. L. 
108–136, div. A, title VI, § 603, Nov. 24, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1499; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title VI, §§ 602, 
603, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3286; Pub. L. 109–364, 
div. A, title VI, § 602(a), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 
2245.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

203 .......... 10:142(d) (as applicable to 
basic pay). 

[None.] 

37:232(a). Oct. 12, 1949, ch. 681, 
§ 201(a); May 19, 1952, 
ch. 310, § 1(a); restated 
Mar. 31, 1955, ch. 20, 
§ 2(1); restated May 20, 
1958, Pub. L. 85–422, 
§ 1(1), 72 Stat. 122. 

Section 142(d) (as applicable to basic pay) of title 10 

is omitted as superseded by footnote 1 of section 232(a) 

of existing title 37. The words ‘‘pay grades are pre-

scribed’’ are omitted as covered by section 201 of this 

revised title. The words ‘‘rates of monthly basic pay 

. . . are’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘monthly basic 

pay . . . is established’’. The words ‘‘according to cu-

mulative years of service’’ are omitted as covered by 

the words ‘‘years of service computed under section 

205’’ appearing in each table. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Levels II and V of the Executive Schedule, referred to 

in subsec. (a)(2), are set out in sections 5313 and 5316, re-

spectively, of Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 
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AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 109–364 substituted ‘‘level 

II’’ for ‘‘level III’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–163, § 602, inserted ‘‘, the 

United States Naval Academy,’’ after ‘‘Military Acad-

emy’’. 
Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L. 109–163, § 603, substituted ‘‘shall 

receive’’ for ‘‘on active duty for a period of more than 

30 days shall continue to receive’’ and inserted before 

the period at end ‘‘or at the rate provided for cadets 

and midshipmen under subsection (c), whichever is 

greater’’. 
2003—Subsec. (d)(2)(A). Pub. L. 108–136, § 603(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘enlisted member.’’ for ‘‘enlisted member, in 

the case of— 
‘‘(i) a commissioned officer on active duty who is 

paid from funds appropriated for active-duty person-

nel; or 
‘‘(ii) a commissioned officer on active Guard and 

Reserve duty.’’ 
Subsec. (d)(2)(B). Pub. L. 108–136, § 603(2), added sub-

par. (B) and struck out former subpar. (B) which read 

as follows: ‘‘In the case of a commissioned officer (not 

referred to in subparagraph (A)(ii)) who is paid from 

funds appropriated for reserve personnel, service as a 

warrant officer, or as a warrant officer and enlisted 

member, for which at least 1,460 points have been cred-

ited to the officer for the purposes of section 12732(a)(2) 

of title 10.’’ 

2002—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 107–314 amended Pub. L. 

107–107, § 602(a)(2). See 2001 Amendment note below. 

2001—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–107, § 602(a)(1), des-

ignated existing provisions as par. (1). 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 107–107, § 602(a)(2), as amended 

by Pub. L. 107–314, substituted ‘‘service described in 

paragraph (2)’’ for ‘‘active service as a warrant officer 

or as a warrant officer and enlisted member’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 107–107, § 602(a)(3), added par. 

(2). 

2000—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–398 substituted ‘‘at the 

monthly rate equal to 35 percent of the basic pay of a 

commissioned officer in the pay grade O–1 with less 

than two years of service’’ for ‘‘at the rate of $600.00’’. 

1999—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–65 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

1998—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–261 substituted ‘‘$600.00’’ 

for ‘‘$558.04’’. 

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–201 designated par. (1) as 

entire subsec. (c) and struck out former par. (2) which 

read as follows: ‘‘The rate of monthly cadet pay, or 

midshipman pay, under this subsection shall be ad-

justed in the manner and at the time the monthly basic 

pay of members of the uniformed services is adjusted 

under section 1009 of this title.’’ 

1994—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 103–337 substituted 

‘‘$558.04’’ for ‘‘$543.90’’. 

1993—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 103–160 added subsec. (e). 

1989—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 101–189 substituted 

‘‘$543.90’’ for ‘‘$525’’. 

1988—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 100–456 substituted ‘‘$525’’ 

for ‘‘$504.30’’. 

1987—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 100–180, as amended by 

Pub. L. 100–202, substituted ‘‘$504.30’’ for ‘‘$494.40’’. 

1986—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 99–661 substituted 

‘‘$494.40’’ for ‘‘$461.40’’. 

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–145 inserted ‘‘or as other-

wise prescribed by law’’ after ‘‘this title’’. 

1983—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 98–94 substituted ‘‘the basic 

pay of a commissioned officer who is in pay grade O–1, 

O–2, or O–3 and who is credited with a total of over four 

years’ active service as a warrant officer or as a war-

rant officer and enlisted member shall be computed in 

the same manner as the basic pay of a commissioned 

officer in the same pay grade who has been credited 

with over four years’ active service as an enlisted mem-

ber’’ for ‘‘the basic pay of commissioned officers who 

are in pay grades O–1, O–2, and O–3 and who are credited 

with over four years’ active service as warrant officers 

shall be computed in the same manner as the basic pay 

of commissioned officers in the same pay grades who 

have been credited with over four years’ active service 

as enlisted members’’. 

1981—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 97–60 substituted 

‘‘$461.40’’ for ‘‘$313.20’’. 

1980—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96–343 added subsec. (d). 

1977—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 95–79 added subsec. (c). 

1974—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–419 substituted reference 

to section 1009 of this title for provisions setting out in 

tables the rates of monthly basic pay for members of 

the uniformed services. 

1972—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–455 substituted in foot-

note 1 of the enlisted members pay table ‘‘Chief Master 

Sergeant of the Air Force, Sergeant Major of the Ma-

rine Corps, or Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast 

Guard,’’ for ‘‘Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force, or 

Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps,’’. 

1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–129 increased rates of 

monthly basic pay for all personnel. 

1970—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91–278 provided for entitle-

ment to additional pay for service as a member of per-

manent commissioned teaching staff at the United 

States Coast Guard Academy. 

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–207 increased the rates of 

monthly basic pay for all personnel by 5.6 percent and 

provided a special basic pay rate of $844.20 per month 

for the senior noncommissioned officer position of each 

military service regardless of years of service com-

pleted for pay purposes. 

1966—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–501 increased pay of all 

personnel by 3.2 percent. 

1965—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–132 increased pay of com-

missioned officers with less than 2 years of service an 

average of 22 percent, of commissioned officers and 

warrant officers with over 2 years of service an average 

of 6 percent, enlisted men with 2 years of service an av-

erage of 17.3 percent, and enlisted men with over 2 

years of service an average of 11 percent. 

1964—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88–422 increased pay of all 

officers, warrant officers and enlisted personnel with 

over 2 years of service by 2.5 percent, and the pay of 

commissioned and warrant officers with under 2 years 

of service by 8.5 percent. 

1963—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88–132 designated existing 

provisions as subsec. (a), substituted new basic pay 

tables and increased from $1,875 to $1,970 the basic pay 

referred to in footnote 1 of the Commissioned officers’ 

table and substituted ‘‘cumulative years of service’’ for 

‘‘years of service’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 88–132 added subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title VI, § 602(b), Oct. 17, 2006, 

120 Stat. 2245, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 

subsection (a) [amending this section] shall take effect 

on January 1, 2007, and shall apply with respect to 

months beginning on or after that date.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title X, § 1062(f), Dec. 2, 2002, 

116 Stat. 2651, provided that the amendment made by 

section 1062(f)(1) is effective as of Dec. 28, 2001, and as 

if included in Pub. L. 107–107 as enacted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title VI, § 602(b), Dec. 28, 2001, 

115 Stat. 1133, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made 

by subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply 

with respect to months beginning on or after the date 

of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 28, 2001].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title VI, § 612(d)], Oct. 30, 

2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–151, provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by subsections (a) and (b) [amending 

this section and section 209 of this title] shall take ef-

fect October 1, 2001.’’ 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title VI, § 601(d), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 

Stat. 648, provided that the amendment made by sec-

tion 601(d) is effective Jan. 1, 2000. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title VI, § 602(b), Oct. 17, 1998, 

112 Stat. 2037, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 

subsection (a) [amending this section] shall take effect 

on January 1, 1999.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title VI, § 601(c), Oct. 5, 1994, 

108 Stat. 2779, provided in part that the amendment 

made by that section is effective Jan. 1, 1995. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title VI, § 603(b), Nov. 30, 1993, 

107 Stat. 1678, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 

subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply with 

respect to students entering the United States Military 

Academy Preparatory School, the United States Naval 

Academy Preparatory School, or the United States Air 

Force Academy Preparatory School on or after the date 

of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 30, 1993].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title VI, § 601(c), Nov. 29, 1989, 

103 Stat. 1445, provided that the amendment made by 

that section is effective Jan. 1, 1990. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title VI, § 601(d), Sept. 29, 1988, 

102 Stat. 1976, provided that the amendment made by 

that section is effective Jan. 1, 1989. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title VI, § 601(c), Dec. 4, 1987, 

101 Stat. 1092, as amended by Pub. L. 100–202, § 110(b), 

Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1329–436, provided that the 

amendment made by that section is effective Jan. 1, 

1988. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title VI, § 601(c), Nov. 14, 1986, 

100 Stat. 3874, provided that the amendment made by 

that section is effective Jan. 1, 1987. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 98–94, title IX, § 902(b), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 

635, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by sub-

section (a) [amending this section] shall take effect on 

October 1, 1983.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 97–60, title I, § 102(b), Oct. 14, 1981, 95 Stat. 992, 

provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by subsection (a) 

[amending this section] shall take effect as of October 

1, 1981.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–343 effective with respect 

to periods for which pay and allowances are payable 

which begin after Aug. 31, 1980, see section 6(c) of Pub. 

L. 96–343, set out as a note under section 907 of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 93–419 effective Sept. 19, 1974, 

see section 9 of Pub. L. 93–419, set out as an Effective 

Date note under section 1009 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1971 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 92–129 effective Oct. 1, 1971, 

see section 209 of Pub. L. 92–129, set out as an Effective 

Date note under section 302a of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1967 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 90–207, § 7, Dec. 16, 1967, 81 Stat. 654, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 311 and 411a of this 

title, amending this section, sections 403 and 407 of this 

title, sections 1401 to 1402, 1436, 3991, 6326, 6330, and 8991 

of Title 10, Armed Forces, and section 2203 of the 

former Appendix to Title 50, War and National Defense, 

and enacting provisions set out as notes under this sec-

tion and sections 1401 and 1401a of Title 10] becomes ef-

fective as of October 1, 1967. However, a member, except 

as provided in section 6 of this Act [set out as a note 

under section 1401 of Title 10], is not entitled to any in-

creases in his pay and allowances under section 1 [en-

acting section 311 of this title and amending this sec-

tion and sections 403 and 407 of this title] or section 4 

[amending section 2203 of the former Appendix to Title 

50] for any period before the date of enactment of this 

Act [Dec. 16, 1967] unless he is on active duty on the 

date of enactment of this Act. In addition, a member of 

the National Guard or a member of a Reserve Compo-

nent of a uniformed service who is in a drill pay status 

on the effective date of this Act [Oct. 1, 1967] is entitled 

to have any compensation to which he has become enti-

tled under section 206 of title 37, United States Code, 

after September 30, 1967, computed under the rates of 

basic pay prescribed by section 1(1) of this Act [amend-

ing this section].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1966 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 89–501, title III, § 304, July 13, 1966, 80 Stat. 278, 

provided that: ‘‘This title [amending this section and 

enacting provisions set out as notes under this section 

and section 1401 of Title 10, Armed Forces] becomes ef-

fective July 1, 1966, or the first day of the month in 

which increases in the rates of compensation under the 

General Schedule of pay provided in section 603(b) of 

the Classification Act of 1949, as amended (5 U.S.C. 

1113(b)) [see now section 5332(a) of Title 5, Government 

Organization and Employees], become effective pursu-

ant to the Federal Employees Salary Act of 1966 [Pub. 

L. 89–504, July 18, 1966, 80 Stat. 288] whichever is later.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 89–132, § 10, Aug. 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 548, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 1008 of this title and 

section 1040 of Title 10, Armed Forces, amending this 

section, sections 308 and 310 of this title, and sections 

1401 and 1401a of Title 10, and enacting provisions set 

out as notes under section 1401 of Title 10] becomes ef-

fective on the first day of the first calendar month be-

ginning after the date of enactment of this Act [Aug. 

21, 1965].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 88–422, § 4, Aug. 12, 1964, 78 Stat. 396, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section and enacting 

provisions set out as notes under this section] becomes 

effective on the first day of the first calendar month 

beginning after the date of enactment of this Act [Aug. 

12, 1964].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1963 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 88–132 effective Oct. 1, 1963, 

see section 14 of Pub. L. 88–132, set out as a note under 

section 201 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
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ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

PUBLICATION BY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OF ACTUAL 

RATES OF BASIC PAY PAYABLE TO MEMBERS OF THE 

ARMED FORCES BY PAY GRADE FOR ANNUAL OR 

OTHER PAY PERIODS 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title VI, § 602, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 

Stat. 2156, provided that: ‘‘Any pay table published or 

otherwise issued by the Department of Defense to indi-

cate the rates of basic pay of the Armed Forces in ef-

fect for members of the Armed Forces for a calendar 

year or other period shall state the rate of basic pay to 

be received by members in each pay grade for such year 

or period as specified or otherwise provided by applica-

ble law, including any rate to be so received pursuant 

during such year or period by the operation of a ceiling 

under section 203(a)(2) of title 37, United States Code, 

or a similar provision in an annual defense authoriza-

tion Act.’’ 

INCREASES IN BASIC PAY FOR GENERAL AND FLAG 

OFFICERS 

Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title VI, § 601, Nov. 25, 2015, 129 

Stat. 836, provided that: ‘‘Section 203(a)(2) of title 37, 

United States Code, shall be applied for rates of basic 

pay payable for commissioned officers in pay grades 

O–7 through O–10 during calendar year 2016 by using the 

rate of pay for level II of the Executive Schedule in ef-

fect during 2014. The rates of basic pay payable for such 

officers shall not increase during calendar year 2016.’’ 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title VI, § 601, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 

Stat. 3397, provided that: ‘‘In the case of commissioned 

officers in the uniformed services in pay grades O–7 

through O–10— 

‘‘(1) section 203(a)(2) of title 37, United States Code, 

shall be applied for rates of basic pay payable for 

such officers during calendar year 2015 by using the 

rate of pay for level II of the Executive Schedule in 

effect during 2014; and 

‘‘(2) the rates of monthly basic pay payable for such 

officers shall not increase during calendar year 2015.’’ 

BASIC PAY RATE EQUAL TREATMENT OF CHIEF OF THE 

NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title VI, § 603(a)(1), Dec. 19, 

2014, 128 Stat. 3397, provided that: ‘‘The rate of basic 

pay for an officer while serving as the Chief of the Na-

tional Guard Bureau shall be the same as the rate of 

basic pay for the officers specified in Footnote 2 of the 

table entitled ‘commissioned officers’ in section 601(b) 

of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 

Year 2004 (Public Law 108–136; 37 U.S.C. 1009 note), re-

gardless of cumulative years of service computed under 

section 205 of title 37, United States Code.’’ 

RATE OF PAY INCREASES FOR CADETS, MIDSHIPMEN, 

AND APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN SENIOR RE-

SERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS 

Pub. L. 95–79, title III, § 302(b), (c), July 30, 1977, 91 

Stat. 326, 327, provided that: 

‘‘(b) Any cadet or midshipman who, on the date of en-

actment of this Act [July 30, 1977], or on any date 

thereafter, is— 

‘‘(1) admitted to the United States Military Acad-

emy, the United States Naval Academy, the United 

States Air Force Academy, or the Coast Guard Acad-

emy, as the case may be, or 

‘‘(2) enrolled in the Senior Reserve Officers’ Train-

ing Corps program and attending a field training en-

campment or practice cruise for which he is entitled 

to pay under section 209(c) of title 37, United States 

Code, 

shall, if otherwise entitled, receive the rate of pay pre-

scribed by section 201(c) of title 37, United States Code, 

as in effect on the day before the date of enactment of 

this Act, [July 30, 1977], until the rate of pay authorized 

by section 203(c) of such title, as added by the amend-

ments made by subsection (a) of this section, is equal 

to or greater than the rate prescribed by section 201(c) 

of such title, as in effect on the day before the date of 

enactment of this Act. Thereafter, the rate of pay of 

such person shall be as prescribed by section 203(c) of 

such title, as added by the amendments made by sub-

section (a) of this section, or section 209(c) of such title, 

as amended by subsection (a) of this section, as appro-

priate. 

‘‘(c) A person who, on the date of enactment of this 

Act [July 30, 1977], is an applicant for membership in 

the Senior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps and who, in 

order to satisfy the requirement of section 2104(b)(6)(B) 

of title 10, United States Code, is attending or will at-

tend one of the field training encampments or practice 

cruises in a field training or practice cruise period 

which is in progress on the date of enactment of this 

Act, is entitled to continue to receive pay at the rate 

prescribed by such section as in effect on the day before 

the date of enactment of this Act while such person is 

attending such field training or practice cruise period 

in progress on the date of enactment of this Act. There-

after, the entitlement of such person shall be as pre-

scribed in subsection (b) of this section.’’ 

MASTER CHIEF PETTY OFFICER OF THE COAST GUARD; 

PAY RECOVERY 

Pub. L. 92–455, § 5, Oct. 2, 1972, 86 Stat. 761, provided 

that: ‘‘An enlisted member of the Coast Guard who has 

served as the master chief petty officer of the Coast 

Guard before enactment of this Act [Oct. 2, 1972] is en-

titled to recover the differences between the basic pay 

(including proficiency pay) received while so serving 

and the amount he would have received if his basic pay 

had been the same as the basic pay of the senior en-

listed advisers of the other Armed Forces from the time 

of his original appointment to serve as the master chief 

petty officer of the Coast Guard.’’ 

REPORT ON EFFECTIVENESS OF 1971 PAY INCREASES IN 

INCREASING VOLUNTEERS 

Section 211 of Pub. L. 92–129 directed Secretary of De-

fense to report to Chairman of Armed Services Com-

mittees of Senate and of House of Representatives not 

later than June 30, 1972, on effectiveness of provisions 

of title II of Pub. L. 92–129, authorizing pay increases 

for uniformed services, in increasing number of volun-

teers enlisting for active duty in Armed Forces of 

United States. 

PAY CONTINUATION 

Pub. L. 92–129, title II, § 210, Sept. 28, 1971, 85 Stat. 360, 

provided that: ‘‘The enactment of this title [enacting 

sections 302a, 308a, and 428 of this title and amending 

this section, section 403 of this title, and sections 2203, 

2204, and 2207 of the former Appendix to Title 50, War 

and National Defense] shall not reduce the pay to 

which any member of the uniformed services was enti-

tled on June 30, 1971.’’ 

Pub. L. 89–501, title III, § 302, July 13, 1966, 80 Stat. 278, 

provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, a member of an armed force who was entitled to 

pay and allowances under any of the following provi-

sions of law on the day before the effective date of this 

title [see Effective Date of 1966 Amendment note above] 

shall continue to receive the pay and allowances to 

which he was entitled on that day plus an increase of 

3.2 per centum in the total of his pay and allowances: 

‘‘(1) The Act of March 23, 1946, chapter 112 (60 Stat. 

59). 

‘‘(2) The Act of June 26, 1948, chapter 677 (62 Stat. 

1052). 

‘‘(3) The Act of September 18, 1950, chapter 952 (64 

Stat. A224). 

After the effective date of this title, no increase in the 

basic pay or any of the allowances of members of the 

uniformed services on active duty shall increase the 



Page 14 TITLE 37—PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF THE UNIFORMED 
SERVICES

§ 204 

basic pay or any of the allowances of a member covered 

by the preceding provisions of this section.’’ 

Pub. L. 89–132, § 8, Aug. 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 548, as amend-

ed by Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, 

provided that: ‘‘The enactment of this Act [see Effec-

tive Date of 1965 Amendment note above] does not re-

duce— 
‘‘(1) the rate of dependency and indemnity com-

pensation under section 1311 of title 38, United States 

Code, that any person was receiving on the day before 

the effective date of this Act [Sept. 1, 1965] or which 

thereafter becomes payable for that day by reason of 

a subsequent determination; or 
‘‘(2) the basic pay or the retired pay or retainer pay 

to which a member or former member of a uniformed 

service was entitled to on the day before the effective 

date of this Act [Sept. 1, 1965].’’ 

Pub. L. 88–422, § 2, Aug. 12, 1964, 78 Stat. 396, provided 

that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 

member of an armed force who was entitled to pay and 

allowances under any of the following provisions of law 

on the day before the effective date of this Act [Sept. 

1, 1964] shall continue to receive the pay and allowances 

to which he was entitled on that day: 
‘‘(1) The Act of March 23, 1946, chapter 112 (60 Stat. 

59). 
‘‘(2) The Act of June 26, 1948, chapter 677 (62 Stat. 

1052). 
‘‘(3) The Act of September 18, 1950, chapter 952 (64 

Stat. A224).’’ 

Pub. L. 88–422, § 3, Aug. 12, 1964, 78 Stat. 396, provided 

that: ‘‘The enactment of this Act [amending this sec-

tion, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 

this section] does not reduce— 
‘‘(1) the rate of dependency and indemnity com-

pensation under section 411 of title 38, United States 

Code, that any person was receiving on the day before 

the effective date of this Act [Sept. 1, 1964] or which 

thereafter becomes payable for that day by reason of 

a subsequent determination; or 
‘‘(2) the basic pay or the retired pay or retainer pay 

to which a member or former member of a uniformed 

service was entitled on the day before the effective 

date of this Act.’’ 

Pub. L. 88–132, § 13(b), Oct. 2, 1963, 77 Stat. 218, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The enactment of this Act [see Short Title 

of 1963 Amendment note set out under section 101 of 

this title] does not reduce the basic pay or the retired 

pay or retainer pay to which a member or former mem-

ber of a uniformed service was entitled on the day be-

fore the effective date of this Act [Oct. 1, 1963].’’ 

PERIODIC PAY ADJUSTMENTS IN MONTHLY BASIC PAY 

Pub. L. 90–207, § 8, Dec. 16, 1967, 81 Stat. 654, which 

provided for adjustment of regular compensation when-

ever the General Schedule of compensation for federal 

classified employees was adjusted upwards, was re-

pealed by Pub. L. 93–419, § 8, Sept. 19, 1974, 88 Stat. 1153. 

ADJUSTMENT OF PAY RATES 

For adjustment of monthly pay rates under subsec. 

(c) of this section, see the executive order detailing the 

adjustment of certain rates of pay set out as a note 

under section 5332 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

Prior to amendment of this section by Pub. L. 93–419, 

pay rates were adjusted by the following executive or-

ders: 
Ex. Ord. No. 11740, Oct. 3, 1973, 38 F.R. 27585, pro-

vided for adjustment of pay rates effective Oct. 1, 

1973. 
Ex. Ord. No. 11692, Dec. 15, 1972, 37 F.R. 27609, as 

amended by Ex. Ord. No. 11778, Apr. 12, 1974, 39 F.R. 

13521, provided for adjustment of pay rates effective 

Oct. 1, 1972. 
Ex. Ord. No. 11638, Dec. 22, 1971, 36 F.R. 24913, pro-

vided for adjustment of pay rates effective Jan. 1, 

1972. 

Ex. Ord. No. 11577, Jan. 8, 1971, 36 F.R. 349, provided 

for adjustment of pay rates effective Jan. 1, 1971. 
Ex. Ord. No. 11525, Apr. 15, 1970, 35 F.R. 6251, pro-

vided for adjustment of pay rates effective Jan. 1, 

1970. 
Ex. Ord. No. 11475, June 16, 1969, 34 F.R. 9609, pro-

vided for adjustment of pay rates effective July 1, 

1969. 
Ex. Ord. No. 11414, June 11, 1968, 33 F.R. 8645, pro-

vided for adjustment of pay rates effective July 1, 

1968. 

§ 204. Entitlement 

(a) The following persons are entitled to the 
basic pay of the pay grade to which assigned or 
distributed, in accordance with their years of 
service computed under section 205 of this 
title— 

(1) a member of a uniformed service who is 
on active duty; and 

(2) a member of a uniformed service, or a 
member of the National Guard who is not a 
Reserve of the Army or the Air Force, who is 
participating in full-time training, training 
duty with pay, or other full-time duty, pro-
vided by law, including participation in exer-
cises or the performance of duty under section 
10302, 10305, 10502, or 12402 of title 10, or section 
503, 504, 505, or 506 of title 32. 

(b) For the purposes of subsection (a), under 
regulations prescribed by the President, the 
time necessary for a member of a uniformed 
service who is called or ordered to active duty 
for a period of more than 30 days to travel from 
his home to his first duty station and from his 
last duty station to his home, by the mode of 
transportation authorized in his call or orders, 
is considered active duty. 

(c)(1) A member of the National Guard who is 
called into Federal service for a period of 30 days 
or less is entitled to basic pay from the date on 
which the member, in person or by authorized 
telephonic or electronic means, contacts the 
member’s unit. 

(2) Paragraph (1) does not authorize any ex-
penditure to be paid for a period before the date 
on which the unit receives the member’s contact 
provided under such paragraph. 

(3) The Secretary of the Army, with respect to 
the Army National Guard, and the Secretary of 
the Air Force, with respect to the Air National 
Guard, shall prescribe such regulations as may 
be necessary to carry out this subsection. 

(d) Full-time training, training duty with pay, 
or other full-time duty performed by a member 
of the Army National Guard of the United 
States or the Air National Guard of the United 
States in his status as a member of the National 
Guard, is active duty for the purposes of this 
section. 

(e) A payment accruing under any law to a 
member of a uniformed service incident to his 
release from active duty or for his return home 
incident to that release may be paid to him be-
fore his departure from his last duty station, 
whether or not he actually performs the travel 
involved. If a member receives a payment under 
this subsection but dies before that payment 
would have been made but for this subsection, 
no part of that payment may be recovered by 
the United States. 
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