§531

House of Representatives an annual report, to be
submitted each year at the time that the Presi-
dent submits the budget for the next fiscal year
under section 1105 of title 31, on the activities of
the Department relating to preparation for, and
participation in, a domestic medical response to
an attack involving weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

(b) Each report under subsection (a) shall in-
clude the following:

(1) A statement of the amounts of funds and
the level of personnel resources (stated in
terms of full-time equivalent employees) ex-
pected to be used by the Department during
the next fiscal year in preparation for a do-
mestic medical response to an attack involv-
ing weapons of mass destruction, including the
anticipated source of those funds and any an-
ticipated shortfalls in funds or personnel re-
sources to achieve the tasks assigned the De-
partment by the President in connection with
preparation for such a response.

(2) A detailed statement of the funds ex-
pended and personnel resources (stated in
terms of full-time equivalent employees) used
during the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year
during which the report is submitted in prepa-
ration for a domestic medical response to an
attack involving weapons of mass destruction
or in response to such an attack, including
identification of the source of those funds and
a description of how those funds were ex-
pended.

(3) A detailed statement of the funds ex-
pended and expected to be expended, and the
personnel resources (stated in terms of full-
time equivalent employees) used and expected
to be used, during the fiscal year during which
the report is submitted in preparation for a
domestic medical response to an attack in-
volving weapons of mass destruction or in re-
sponse to such an attack, including identifica-
tion of the source of funds expended and a de-
scription of how those funds were expended.

(c) This section shall expire on January 1, 2009.

(Added Pub. L. 105-368, title IX, §906(a), Nov. 11,
1998, 112 Stat. 3361.)

§531. Requirement relating to naming of Depart-
ment property

Except as expressly provided by law, a facility,
structure, or real property of the Department,
and a major portion (such as a wing or floor) of
any such facility, structure, or real property,
may be named only for the geographic area in
which the facility, structure, or real property is
located.

(Added Pub. L. 105-368, title X, §1001(a)(1), Nov.
11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3363.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 105-368, title X, §1001(b), Nov. 11, 1998, 112
Stat. 3363, provided that: ‘‘Section 531 of title 38, United
States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), shall apply
with respect to the assignment or designation of the
name of a facility, structure, or real property of the
Department of Veterans Affairs (or of a major portion
thereof) after the date of the enactment of this Act
[Nov. 11, 1998].”
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§532. Authority to advertise in national media;
VetStar Award Program

(a) ADVERTISING IN NATIONAL MEDIA.—The Sec-
retary may purchase advertising in national
media outlets for the purpose of promoting
awareness of benefits under laws administered
by the Secretary, including promoting aware-
ness of assistance provided by the Secretary, in-
cluding assistance for programs to assist home-
less veterans, to promote veteran-owned small
businesses, and to provide opportunities for em-
ployment in the Department of Veterans Affairs
and for education, training, compensation, pen-
sion, vocational rehabilitation, and healthcare
benefits, and mental healthcare (including the
prevention of suicide among veterans).

(b) VETSTAR AWARD PROGRAM.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall establish an award program, to be
known as the ‘“VetStar Award Program”’, to rec-
ognize annually businesses for their contribu-
tions to veterans’ employment.

(2) The Secretary shall establish a process for
the administration of the award program, in-
cluding criteria for—

(A) categories and sectors of businesses eli-
gible for recognition each year; and

(B) objective measures to be used in select-
ing businesses to receive the award.

(Added Pub. L. 110-389, title VIII, §809(a), Oct. 10,
2008, 122 Stat. 4189; amended Pub. L. 112-154, title
VII, §709(a), (b)(1), Aug. 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 1207.)

AMENDMENTS

2012—Pub. L. 112-154 inserted ‘‘; VetStar Award Pro-
gram’’ after ‘‘national media’ in section catchline, des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a), inserted
heading, and added subsec. (b).

SUBCHAPTER III—ADVISORY COMMITTEES

§541. Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners
of War

(a)(1) The Secretary shall establish an advi-
sory committee to be known as the Advisory
Committee on Former Prisoners of War (herein-
after in this section referred to as the “Commit-
tee”’).

(2)(A) The members of the Committee shall be
appointed by the Secretary from the general
public and shall include—

(i) appropriate representatives of veterans
who are former prisoners of war;

(ii) individuals who are recognized authori-
ties in fields pertinent to disabilities prevalent
among former prisoners of war, including au-
thorities in epidemiology, mental health, nu-
trition, geriatrics, and internal medicine; and

(iii) appropriate representatives of disabled
veterans.

(B) The Committee shall also include, as ex
officio members, the Under Secretary for Health
and the Under Secretary for Benefits, or their
designees.

(3) The Secretary shall determine the number,
terms of service, and pay and allowances of
members of the Committee appointed by the
Secretary, except that the term of service of any
such member may not exceed three years.

(b) The Secretary shall, on a regular basis,
consult with and seek the advice of the Commit-
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tee with respect to the administration of bene-
fits under this title for veterans who are former
prisoners of war and the needs of such veterans
with respect to compensation, health care, and
rehabilitation.

(c)(1) Not later than July 1 of each odd-num-
bered year through 2009, the Committee shall
submit to the Secretary a report on the pro-
grams and activities of the Department that
pertain to veterans who are former prisoners of
war. Each such report shall include—

(A) an assessment of the needs of such veter-
ans with respect to compensation, health care,
and rehabilitation;

(B) a review of the programs and activities
of the Department designed to meet such
needs; and

(C) such recommendations (including recom-
mendations for administrative and legislative
action) as the Committee considers to be ap-
propriate.

(2) The Secretary shall, within 60 days after
receiving each report under paragraph (1), sub-
mit to the Congress a copy of the report, to-
gether with any comments concerning the re-
port that the Secretary considers appropriate.

(3) The Committee may also submit to the
Secretary such other reports and recommenda-
tions as the Committee considers appropriate.

(4) The Secretary shall submit with each an-
nual report submitted to the Congress pursuant
to section 529 of this title a summary of all re-
ports and recommendations of the Committee
submitted to the Secretary since the previous
annual report of the Secretary submitted to the
Congress pursuant to that section.

(Added Pub. L. 102-83, §2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105
Stat. 392; amended Pub. L. 102-405, title III,
§302(c)(1), Oct. 9, 1992, 106 Stat. 1984; Pub. L.
106-419, title IV, §403(c)(2), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat.
1864; Pub. L. 108-454, title VIII, §803, Dec. 10,
2004, 118 Stat. 3626.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Prior section 541 was renumbered section 1541 of this
title.

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 221 of this title prior to repeal by Pub.
L. 102-83, §2(a).

AMENDMENTS

2004—Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 108-454 substituted 2009
for ‘“2003”".

2000—Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 106-419 inserted ‘‘through
2003 after ‘‘each odd-numbered year’’ in introductory
provisions.

1992—Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 102-405 substituted
“Under Secretary for Health” for ‘‘Chief Medical Direc-
tor” and ‘‘Under Secretary for Benefits’’ for ‘‘Chief
Benefits Director’.

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year
period beginning on the date of their establishment,
unless, in the case of a committee established by the
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of
a committee established by the Congress, its duration
is otherwise provided by law. See section 14 of Pub. L.
92-463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appendix
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.
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§542

§542. Advisory Committee on Women Veterans

(a)(1) The Secretary shall establish an advi-
sory committee to be known as the Advisory
Committee on Women Veterans (hereinafter in
this section referred to as ‘‘the Committee’’).

(2)(A) The Committee shall consist of members
appointed by the Secretary from the general
public, including—

(i) representatives of women veterans;

(ii) individuals who are recognized authori-
ties in fields pertinent to the needs of women
veterans, including the gender-specific health-
care needs of women;

(iii) representatives of both female and male
veterans with service-connected disabilities,
including at least one female veteran with a
service-connected disability and at least one
male veteran with a service-connected disabil-
ity; and

(iv) women veterans who are recently sepa-
rated from service in the Armed Forces.

(B) The Committee shall include, as ex officio
members—

(i) the Secretary of Labor (or a representa-
tive of the Secretary of Labor designated by
the Secretary after consultation with the As-
sistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Em-
ployment);

(ii) the Secretary of Defense (or a represent-
ative of the Secretary of Defense designated
by the Secretary of Defense after consultation
with the Defense Advisory Committee on
Women in the Services); and

(iii) the Under Secretary for Health and the
Under Secretary for Benefits, or their des-
ignees.

(C) The Secretary may invite representatives
of other departments and agencies of the United
States to participate in the meetings and other
activities of the Committee.

(3) The Secretary shall determine the number,
terms of service, and pay and allowances of
members of the Committee appointed by the
Secretary, except that a term of service of any
such member may not exceed three years. The
Secretary may reappoint any such member for
additional terms of service.

(b) The Secretary shall, on a regular basis,
consult with and seek the advice of the Commit-
tee with respect to the administration of bene-
fits by the Department for women veterans, re-
ports and studies pertaining to women veterans
and the needs of women veterans with respect to
compensation, health care, rehabilitation, out-
reach, and other benefits and programs adminis-
tered by the Department, including the Center
for Women Veterans.

(c)(1) Not later than July 1 of each even-num-
bered year, the Committee shall submit to the
Secretary a report on the programs and activi-
ties of the Department that pertain to women
veterans. Each such report shall include—

(A) an assessment of the needs of women
veterans with respect to compensation, health
care, rehabilitation, outreach, and other bene-
fits and programs administered by the Depart-
ment;

(B) a review of the programs and activities
of the Department designed to meet such
needs; and
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