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1 So in original. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–252 effective May 18, 1994, 
but not applicable to Head Start agencies and other re-
cipients of financial assistance under the Head Start 
Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.) until Oct. 1, 1994, see section 
127 of Pub. L. 103–252, set out as a note under section 
9832 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–401 effective Oct. 7, 1992, 
but not applicable with respect to fiscal years begin-
ning before Oct. 1, 1992, see section 4 of Pub. L. 102–401, 
set out as a note under section 9835 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–501 effective Oct. 1, 1990, 
see section 1001(a) of Pub. L. 101–501, set out as a note 
under section 8621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–425 effective Oct. 1, 1986, 
see section 1001 of Pub. L. 99–425, set out as a note 
under section 8621 of this title. 

§ 9837a. Head Start transition and alignment 
with K–12 education 

(a) In general 

Each Head Start agency shall take steps to 
coordinate with the local educational agency 
serving the community involved and with 
schools in which children participating in a 
Head Start program operated by such agency 
will enroll following such program to promote 
continuity of services and effective transitions, 
including— 

(1) developing and implementing a system-
atic procedure for transferring, with parental 
consent, Head Start program records for each 
participating child to the school in which such 
child will enroll; 

(2) establishing ongoing channels of commu-
nication between Head Start staff and their 
counterparts in the schools (including teach-
ers, social workers, local educational agency 
liaisons designated under section 
722(g)(1)(J)(ii) of the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11432(g)(1)(J)(ii)), 
and health staff) to facilitate coordination of 
programs; 

(3) establishing ongoing communications be-
tween the Head Start agency and local edu-
cational agency for developing continuity of 
developmentally appropriate curricular objec-
tives (which for the purpose of the Head Start 
program shall be aligned with the Head Start 
Child Outcomes Framework and, as appro-
priate, State early learning standards) and for 
shared expectations for children’s learning and 
development as the children transition to 
school; 

(4) organizing and participating in joint 
training, including transition-related training 
for school staff and Head Start staff; 

(5) establishing comprehensive transition 
policies and procedures that support children 
transitioning to school, including by engaging 
the local educational agency in the establish-
ment of such policies; 

(6) conducting outreach to parents and ele-
mentary school (such as kindergarten) teach-
ers to discuss the educational, developmental, 
and other needs of individual children; 

(7) helping parents of limited English pro-
ficient children understand— 

(A) the instructional and other services 
provided by the school in which such child 
will enroll after participation in Head Start; 
and 

(B) as appropriate, the information pro-
vided to parents of English learners under 
section 1112(e)(3) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of the 1 1965 [20 U.S.C. 
6312(e)(3)]; 

(8) developing and implementing a family 
outreach and support program, in cooperation 
with entities carrying out parent and family 
engagement efforts under title I of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
[20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.], and family outreach 
and support efforts under subtitle B of title 
VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.), taking into 
consideration the language needs of parents of 
limited English proficient children; 

(9) assisting families, administrators, and 
teachers in enhancing educational and devel-
opmental continuity and continuity of paren-
tal involvement in activities between Head 
Start services and elementary school classes; 

(10) linking the services provided in such 
Head Start program with educational services, 
including services relating to language, lit-
eracy, and numeracy, provided by such local 
educational agency; 

(11) helping parents (including grandparents 
and kinship caregivers, as appropriate) to un-
derstand the importance of parental involve-
ment in a child’s academic success while 
teaching them strategies for maintaining pa-
rental involvement as their child moves from 
Head Start to elementary school; 

(12) helping parents understand the instruc-
tional and other services provided by the 
school in which their child will enroll after 
participation in the Head Start program; 

(13) developing and implementing a system 
to increase program participation of under-
served populations of eligible children; and 

(14) coordinating activities and collaborat-
ing to ensure that curricula used in the Head 
Start program are aligned with— 

(A) the Head Start Child Outcomes Frame-
work, as developed by the Secretary; and 

(B) State early learning standards, as ap-
propriate, with regard to cognitive, social, 
emotional, and physical competencies that 
children entering kindergarten are expected 
to demonstrate. 

(b) Construction 

In this section, a reference to a Head Start 
agency, or its program, services, facility, or per-
sonnel, shall not be construed to be a reference 
to an Early Head Start agency, or its program, 
services, facility, or personnel. 

(c) Dissemination and technical assistance 

The Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Education, shall— 

(1) disseminate to Head Start agencies infor-
mation on effective policies and activities re-
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lating to the transition of children from Head 
Start programs to public schools; and 

(2) provide technical assistance to such 
agencies to promote and assist such agencies 
to adopt and implement such effective policies 
and activities. 

(Pub. L. 97–35, title VI, § 642A, as added Pub. L. 
105–285, title I, § 110, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 Stat. 2717; 
amended Pub. L. 110–134, § 10, Dec. 12, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1407; Pub. L. 114–95, title IX, § 9215(nn)(4), 
Dec. 10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2177.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, referred to in subsec. (a)(8), is Pub. L. 89–10, Apr. 
11, 1965, 79 Stat. 27. Title I of the Act is classified gener-
ally to subchapter I (§ 6301 et seq.) of chapter 70 of Title 
20, Education. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
6301 of Title 20 and Tables. 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a)(8), is Pub. L. 100–77, July 22, 1987, 
101 Stat. 482. Subtitle B of title VII of the Act is classi-
fied generally to part B (§ 11431 et seq.) of subchapter VI 
of chapter 119 of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 11301 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (a)(7)(B). Pub. L. 114–95, § 9215(nn)(4)(A), 
substituted ‘‘the information provided to parents of 
English learners under section 1112(e)(3) of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of the 1965’’ for ‘‘the 
information provided to parents of limited English pro-
ficient children under section 3302 of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7012)’’. 

Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 114–95, § 9215(nn)(4)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘parent and family engagement efforts under 
title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
of 1965’’ for ‘‘parental involvement efforts under title I 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
(20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.)’’. 

2007—Pub. L. 110–134 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section related to requirements for 
Head Start agencies to coordinate with local edu-
cational agencies and schools to assist in transition 
from Head Start to school. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–95 effective Dec. 10, 2015, 
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 
L. 114–95, set out as a note under section 6301 of Title 
20, Education. 

§ 9837b. Head Start collaboration; State early 
education and care 

(a)(1) From amounts made available under sec-
tion 9835(a)(2)(B)(vi) of this title, the Secretary 
shall award the collaboration grants described 
in paragraphs (2), (3), and (4). 

(2)(A) The Secretary shall award, upon submis-
sion of a written request, a collaboration grant 
to each State and to each national administra-
tive office serving Indian Head Start programs 
and migrant or seasonal Head Start programs to 
facilitate collaboration among Head Start agen-
cies (including Early Head Start agencies) and 
entities that carry out activities designed to 
benefit low-income children from birth to school 
entry, and their families. The national adminis-
trative offices shall use the funds made avail-
able through the grants to carry out the au-
thorities and responsibilities described in sub-

paragraph (B) and paragraphs (3) and (4), as ap-
propriate. 

(B) Grants described in subparagraph (A) shall 
be used to— 

(i) assist Head Start agencies to collaborate 
with entities involved in State and local plan-
ning processes to better meet the needs of low- 
income children from birth to school entry, 
and their families; 

(ii) assist Head Start agencies to coordinate 
activities with the State agency responsible 
for administering the State program carried 
out under the Child Care and Development 
Block Grant Act of 1990 [42 U.S.C. 9857 et seq.] 
and entities providing resource and referral 
services in the State, to make full-working- 
day and full calendar year services available 
to children; 

(iii) promote alignment of curricula used in 
Head Start programs and continuity of serv-
ices with the Head Start Child Outcomes 
Framework and, as appropriate, State early 
learning standards; 

(iv) promote better linkages between Head 
Start agencies and other child and family 
agencies, including agencies that provide 
health, mental health, or family services, or 
other child or family supportive services, such 
as services provided under section 619 or part 
C of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et seq.); and 

(v) carry out the activities of the State Di-
rector of Head Start Collaboration authorized 
in paragraph (4). 

(3) In order to improve coordination and deliv-
ery of early childhood education and develop-
ment to children in the State, a State that re-
ceives a collaboration grant under paragraph (2) 
shall— 

(A) appoint or designate an individual to 
serve as, or carry out the responsibilities of, 
the State Director of Head Start Collabora-
tion; 

(B) ensure that the State Director of Head 
Start Collaboration holds a position with suf-
ficient authority and access to ensure that the 
collaboration described in paragraph (2) is ef-
fective and involves a range of State agencies; 
and 

(C) involve the State Head Start Association 
in the selection of the Director and involve 
the Association in determinations relating to 
the ongoing direction of the collaboration of-
fice involved. 

(4) The State Director of Head Start Collabo-
ration shall— 

(A) not later than 1 year after the State re-
ceives a collaboration grant under paragraph 
(2), conduct an assessment that— 

(i) addresses the needs of Head Start agen-
cies in the State with respect to collabora-
tion, coordination and alignment of services, 
and alignment of curricula and assessments 
used in Head Start programs with the Head 
Start Child Outcomes Framework and, as 
appropriate, State early learning standards; 

(ii) shall be updated on an annual basis; 
and 

(iii) shall be made available to the general 
public within the State; 
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