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(e) Establishment of alternative agency by In-
dian tribe 

(1) The Secretary shall by regulation specify a 
process by which an Indian tribe may identify 
and establish an alternative agency, and request 
that the alternative agency be designated under 
section 9836 of this title as the Head Start agen-
cy providing services to the tribe, if— 

(A) the Secretary terminates financial as-
sistance under this section to the only agency 
that was receiving financial assistance to pro-
vide Head Start services to the Indian tribe; 
and 

(B) the tribe would otherwise be precluded 
from providing such services to the members 
of the tribe. 

(2) The regulation required by this subsection 
shall prohibit such designation of an alternative 
agency that includes an employee who— 

(A) served on the administrative staff or pro-
gram staff of the agency described in para-
graph (1)(A); and 

(B) was responsible for a deficiency that— 
(i) relates to the performance standards or 

financial management standards described 
in section 9836a(a)(1) of this title; and 

(ii) was the basis for the termination of fi-
nancial assistance described in paragraph 
(1)(A); 

as determined by the Secretary after provid-
ing the notice and opportunity described in 
subsection (a)(3). 

(Pub. L. 97–35, title VI, § 646, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 
Stat. 504; Pub. L. 101–501, title I, § 115, Nov. 3, 
1990, 104 Stat. 1232; Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 113, 
May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 641; Pub. L. 110–134, § 16, 
Dec. 12, 2007, 121 Stat. 1421.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–134, § 16(1), struck out 
‘‘procedures to assure that’’ after ‘‘prescribe’’ in intro-
ductory provisions. 

Subsec. (a)(1), (2). Pub. L. 110–134, § 16(2), inserted 
‘‘procedures to assure that’’ after the par. designation. 

Subsec. (a)(3) to (6). Pub. L. 110–134, § 16(3), added pars. 
(3) to (6) and struck out former pars. (3) and (4) which 
read as follows: 

‘‘(3) financial assistance under this subchapter shall 
not be terminated or reduced, an application for re-
funding shall not be denied, and a suspension of finan-
cial assistance shall not be continued for longer than 30 
days, unless the recipient has been afforded reasonable 
notice and opportunity for a full and fair hearing; and 

‘‘(4) the Secretary shall develop and publish proce-
dures (including mediation procedures) to be used in 
order to— 

‘‘(A) resolve in a timely manner conflicts poten-
tially leading to adverse action between— 

‘‘(i) recipients of financial assistance under this 
subchapter; and 

‘‘(ii) delegate agencies or Head Start Parent Pol-
icy Councils; and 
‘‘(B) avoid the need for an administrative hearing 

on an adverse action.’’ 
1994—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 103–252, § 113(a), added 

par. (4). 
Subsecs. (b) to (e). Pub. L. 103–252, § 113(b), added sub-

secs. (b) to (e) and struck out former subsec. (b) which 
read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary may not prescribe any 
procedure that would modify the operation of section 
1303.21 or 1303.33, or any of subdivisions (a) through (f) 
of section 1303.35, of title 45 of the Code of Federal Reg-
ulations as in effect on April 1, 1990.’’ 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–501, § 115(1), (2), des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a) and inserted 
‘‘or reduced’’ after ‘‘terminated’’ in par. (3). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–501, § 115(3), added subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–252 effective May 18, 1994, 
but not applicable to Head Start agencies and other re-
cipients of financial assistance under the Head Start 
Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.) until Oct. 1, 1994, see section 
127 of Pub. L. 103–252, set out as a note under section 
9832 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 115(1), (2) of Pub. L. 101–501 ef-
fective Oct. 1, 1990, and amendment by section 115(3) of 
Pub. L. 101–501 effective Apr. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a), 
(b)(2) of Pub. L. 101–501, set out as a note under section 
8621 of this title. 

§ 9842. Records and audits 

(a) Each recipient of financial assistance 
under this subchapter shall keep such records as 
the Secretary shall prescribe, including records 
which fully disclose the amount and disposition 
by such recipient of the proceeds of such finan-
cial assistance, the total cost of the project or 
undertaking in connection with which such fi-
nancial assistance is given or used, the amount 
of that portion of the cost of the project or 
undertaking supplied by other sources, and such 
other records as will facilitate an effective 
audit. 

(b) The Secretary and the Comptroller General 
of the United States, or any of their duly au-
thorized representatives, shall have access for 
the purpose of audit and examination to any 
books, documents, papers, and records of the re-
cipients that are pertinent to the financial as-
sistance received under this subchapter. 

(c) Each recipient of financial assistance under 
this subchapter shall— 

(1) maintain, and annually submit to the 
Secretary, a complete accounting of the re-
cipient’s administrative expenses (including a 
detailed statement identifying the amount of 
financial assistance provided under this sub-
chapter used to pay expenses for salaries and 
compensation and the amount (if any) of other 
funds used to pay such expenses); 

(2) not later than 30 days after the date of 
completion of an audit conducted in the man-
ner and to the extent provided in chapter 75 of 
title 31 (commonly known as the ‘‘Single 
Audit Act of 1984’’), submit to the Secretary a 
copy of the audit management letter and of 
any audit findings as they relate to the Head 
Start program; and 

(3) provide such additional documentation as 
the Secretary may require. 

(Pub. L. 97–35, title VI, § 647, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 
Stat. 505; Pub. L. 110–134, § 17, Dec. 12, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1422.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–134 added subsec. (c). 

§ 9843. Technical assistance and training 

(a) Secretarial training and technical assistance 

(1) Authority 

From the funds provided under section 
9835(a)(2)(C)(i) of this title, the Secretary shall 



Page 7243 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 9843 

1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a closing pa-

renthesis. 

provide, directly or through grants, contracts, 
or other agreements or arrangements as the 
Secretary considers appropriate, technical as-
sistance and training for Head Start programs 
for the purposes of improving program quality 
and helping prepare children to succeed in 
school. 

(2) Process 

The process for determining the technical 
assistance and training activities to be carried 
out under this section shall— 

(A) ensure that the needs of local Head 
Start agencies and programs relating to im-
proving program quality and to program ex-
pansion are addressed to the maximum ex-
tent practicable; and 

(B) incorporate mechanisms to ensure re-
sponsiveness to local needs, including an on-
going procedure for obtaining input from the 
individuals and agencies carrying out Head 
Start programs. 

(3) Activities 

In providing training and technical assist-
ance and for allocating resources for such as-
sistance under this section, the Secretary 
shall— 

(A) give priority consideration to— 
(i) activities to correct program and 

management deficiencies identified 
through reviews carried out pursuant to 
section 9836a(c) of this title (including the 
provision of assistance to local programs 
in the development of quality improve-
ment plans under section 9836a(d)(2) of this 
title); 

(ii) assisting Head Start agencies in en-
suring the school readiness of children; 
and 

(iii) activities that supplement those 
funded with amounts provided under sec-
tion 9835(a)(5)(B) of this title to address 
the training and career development needs 
of classroom staff (including instruction 
for providing services to children with dis-
abilities 1 and non-classroom staff, includ-
ing home visitors and other staff working 
directly with families, including training 
relating to increasing parent involvement 
and services designed to increase family 
literacy and improve parenting skills; and 

(B) to the maximum extent practicable— 
(i) assist Head Start agencies in the de-

velopment of collaborative initiatives with 
States and other entities within the 
States, to foster effective professional de-
velopment systems for early childhood 
education and development services; 

(ii) provide technical assistance and 
training, either directly or through a 
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 
with an entity that has experience in the 
development and operation of successful 
family literacy services programs, for the 
purpose of— 

(I) assisting Head Start agencies pro-
viding family literacy services, in order 

to improve the quality of such family 
literacy services; and 

(II) enabling those Head Start agencies 
that demonstrate effective provision of 
family literacy services, based on im-
proved outcomes for children and their 
parents, to provide technical assistance 
and training to other Head Start agen-
cies and to service providers that work 
in collaboration with such agencies to 
provide family literacy services; 

(iii) assist Head Start agencies and pro-
grams in conducting and participating in 
communitywide strategic planning and 
needs assessments, including the needs of 
homeless children and their families, and 
in conducting self-assessments; 

(iv) assist Head Start agencies and pro-
grams in developing and implementing 
full-working-day and full calendar year 
programs where community need is clearly 
identified and making the transition to 
such programs, with particular attention 
to involving parents and programming for 
children throughout the day, and assist 
the agencies and programs in expediting 
the sharing of information about innova-
tive models for providing full-working-day, 
full calendar year services for children; 

(v) assist Head Start agencies in better 
serving the needs of families with very 
young children, including providing sup-
port and program planning and implemen-
tation assistance for Head Start agencies 
that apply to serve or are serving addi-
tional infants and toddlers, in accordance 
with section 9840(a)(5) of this title; 

(vi) assist Head Start agencies and pro-
grams in the development of sound man-
agement practices, including financial 
management procedures; 

(vii) assist in efforts to secure and main-
tain adequate facilities for Head Start pro-
grams; 

(viii) assist Head Start agencies in devel-
oping innovative program models, includ-
ing mobile and home-based programs; 

(ix) provide support for Head Start agen-
cies (including policy councils and policy 
committees) that meet the standards de-
scribed in section 9836a(a) of this title but 
that have, as documented by the Secretary 
through reviews conducted pursuant to 
section 9836a(c) of this title, pro-
grammatic, quality, and fiscal issues to 
address; 

(x) assist Head Start agencies and pro-
grams in improving outreach to, increas-
ing program participation of, and improv-
ing the quality of services available to 
meet the unique needs of— 

(I) homeless children; 
(II) limited English proficient children 

and their families, particularly in com-
munities that have experienced a large 
percentage increase in the population of 
limited English proficient individuals, as 
measured by the Bureau of the Census; 
and 

(III) children with disabilities, particu-
larly if such program’s enrollment op-
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portunities or funded enrollment for 
children with disabilities is less than 10 
percent; 

(xi) assist Head Start agencies and pro-
grams to increase the capacity of class-
room staff to meet the needs of eligible 
children in Head Start classrooms that are 
serving both children with disabilities and 
children without disabilities; 

(xii) assist Head Start agencies and pro-
grams to address the unique needs of pro-
grams located in rural communities, in-
cluding— 

(I) removing barriers related to the re-
cruitment and retention of Head Start 
teachers in rural communities; 

(II) developing innovative and effective 
models of professional development for 
improving staff qualifications and skills 
for staff living in rural communities; 

(III) removing barriers related to out-
reach efforts to eligible families in rural 
communities; 

(IV) removing barriers to parent in-
volvement in Head Start programs in 
rural communities; 

(V) removing barriers to providing 
home visiting services in rural commu-
nities; and 

(VI) removing barriers to obtaining 
health screenings for Head Start partici-
pants in rural communities; 

(xiii) provide training and technical as-
sistance to members of governing bodies, 
policy councils, and, as appropriate, policy 
committees, to ensure that the members 
can fulfill their functions; 

(xiv) provide activities that help ensure 
that Head Start programs have qualified 
staff who can promote prevention of child-
hood obesity by integrating develop-
mentally appropriate research-based ini-
tiatives that stress the importance of 
physical activity and healthy, nutritional 
choices in daily classroom and family rou-
tines; 

(xv) assist Indian Head Start agencies to 
provide on-site and off-site training to 
staff, using approaches that identify and 
enhance the positive resources and 
strengths of Indian children and families, 
to improve parent and family engagement 
and staff development, particularly with 
regard to child and family development; 
and 

(xvi) assisting Head Start agencies in se-
lecting and using the measures described 
in section 9836a(b) of this title. 

(b) Additional support 

The Secretary shall provide, either directly or 
through grants, contracts or other arrange-
ments, funds from section 9835(a)(2)(C)(i)(II)(cc) 
of this title to— 

(1) support an organization to administer a 
centralized child development and national as-
sessment program leading to recognized cre-
dentials for personnel working in early child-
hood education and development programs; 
and 

(2) support training for personnel— 
(A) providing services to limited English 

proficient children and their families (in-
cluding services to promote the acquisition 
of the English language); 

(B) providing services to children deter-
mined to be abused or neglected or children 
referred by or receiving child welfare serv-
ices; 

(C) in helping children cope with commu-
nity violence; 

(D) to recognize common health, including 
mental health, problems in children for ap-
propriate referral; 

(E) to address the needs of children with 
disabilities and their families; 

(F) to address the needs of migrant and 
seasonal farmworker families; and 

(G) to address the needs of homeless fami-
lies. 

(c) Outreach 

The Secretary shall develop and implement a 
program of outreach to recruit and train profes-
sionals from diverse backgrounds to become 
Head Start teachers in order to reflect the com-
munities in which Head Start children live and 
to increase the provision of quality services and 
instruction to children with diverse back-
grounds. 

(d) Funds to agencies 

Funds made available under section 
9835(a)(2)(C)(i)(II)(aa) of this title shall be used 
by a Head Start agency to provide high-quality, 
sustained, and intensive training and technical 
assistance as follows: 

(1) For 1 or more of the following: 
(A) Activities that ensure that Head Start 

programs meet or exceed the standards de-
scribed in section 9836a(a)(1) of this title. 

(B) Activities that ensure that Head Start 
programs have adequate numbers of trained, 
qualified staff who have skills in working 
with children and families, including chil-
dren and families who are limited English 
proficient and children with disabilities and 
their families. 

(C) Activities to improve the management 
and implementation of Head Start services 
and systems, including direct training for 
expert consultants working with staff. 

(D) Activities that help ensure that Head 
Start programs have qualified staff who can 
promote language skills and literacy growth 
of children and who can provide children 
with a variety of skills that have been iden-
tified as predictive of later reading achieve-
ment, school success, and the skills, knowl-
edge, abilities, development, and progress 
described in section 9836a(a)(1)(B)(ii) of this 
title. 

(E) Activities to improve staff qualifica-
tions and to assist with the implementation 
of career development programs and to en-
courage the staff to continually improve 
their skills and expertise, including develop-
ing partnerships with programs that recruit, 
train, place, and support college students in 
Head Start centers to deliver an innovative 
early learning program to preschool chil-
dren. 
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(F) Activities that help local programs en-
sure that the arrangement, condition, and 
implementation of the learning environ-
ments in Head Start programs are conducive 
to providing effective program services to 
children and families. 

(G) Activities to provide training nec-
essary to improve the qualifications of Head 
Start staff and to support staff training, 
child counseling, health services, and other 
services necessary to address the needs of 
children enrolled in Head Start programs, 
including children from families in crises, 
children who experience chronic violence or 
homelessness, children who experience sub-
stance abuse in their families, and children 
under 3 years of age, where applicable. 

(H) Activities to provide classes or in-serv-
ice-type programs to improve or enhance 
parenting skills, job skills, and adult and 
family literacy, including financial literacy, 
or training to become a classroom aide or 
bus driver in a Head Start program. 

(I) Additional activities deemed appro-
priate to the improvement of Head Start 
programs, as determined by the technical as-
sistance and training plans of the Head Start 
agencies. 

(2) To support enhanced early language and 
literacy development of children in Head Start 
programs, and to provide the children with 
high-quality oral language skills and with en-
vironments that are rich in literature in which 
to acquire language and early literacy skills. 
Each Head Start agency, in consultation with 
the State-based training and technical assist-
ance system, as appropriate, shall ensure 
that— 

(A) all of the agency’s Head Start teachers 
receive ongoing training in language and 
emergent literacy (referred to in this sub-
section as ‘‘literacy training’’), including ap-
propriate curricula and assessment to im-
prove instruction and learning; 

(B) such literacy training shall include 
training in methods to promote vocabulary 
development and phonological awareness 
(including phonemic awareness) in a devel-
opmentally, culturally, and linguistically 
appropriate manner and support children’s 
development in their native language; 

(C) the literacy training shall include 
training in how to work with parents to en-
hance positive language and early literacy 
development at home; 

(D) the literacy training shall include spe-
cific methods to best address the needs of 
children who are limited English proficient; 

(E) the literacy training shall include 
training on how to best address the language 
and literacy needs of children with disabil-
ities, including training on how to work 
with specialists in language development; 
and 

(F) the literacy training shall be tailored 
to the early childhood literacy background 
and experience of the teachers involved; 

except that funds made available under sec-
tion 9835(a)(2)(C)(i) of this title shall not be 
used for long-distance travel expenses for 

training activities available locally or region-
ally or for training activities substantially 
similar to locally or regionally available 
training activities. 

(e) State-based training and technical assistance 
system 

For the purposes of delivering a State-based 
training and technical assistance system (which 
may include a consortium of 2 or more States 
within a region) or a national system in the case 
of migrant or seasonal Head Start and Indian 
Head Start programs, as described in section 
9835(a)(2)(C)(i)(II)(bb) of this title, that will meet 
the needs of local grantees, as determined by 
such grantees, and provide high-quality, sus-
tained, and intensive training and technical as-
sistance to Head Start agencies and programs in 
order to improve their capacity to deliver serv-
ices that meet or exceed the standards described 
in section 9836a(a)(1) of this title, the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) enter into contracts in each State with 1 
or more entities that have a demonstrated ex-
pertise in supporting the delivery of high-qual-
ity early childhood education and develop-
ment programs, except that contracts for a 
consortium of 2 or more States within a geo-
graphic region may be entered into if such a 
system is more appropriate to better meet the 
needs of local grantees within a region, as de-
termined by such grantees; 

(2) ensure that the entities described in sub-
paragraph (1) determine the types of services 
to be provided through consultation with— 

(A) local Head Start agencies (including 
Indian Head Start agencies and migrant or 
seasonal Head Start agencies, as appro-
priate); 

(B) the State Head Start collaboration of-
fice; and 

(C) the State Head Start Association; 

(3) encourage States to supplement the funds 
authorized in section 9835(a)(2)(C)(i)(II)(bb) of 
this title with Federal, State, or local funds 
other than funds made available under this 
subchapter, to expand training and technical 
assistance activities beyond Head Start agen-
cies to include other providers of other early 
childhood education and development pro-
grams within a State; 

(4) provide a report to the Committee on 
Education and Labor of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, 
not later than 90 days after the end of the fis-
cal year, summarizing the funding for such 
contracts and the activities carried out there-
under; 

(5) periodically evaluate the effectiveness of 
the delivery of services in each State in pro-
moting program quality; and 

(6) ensure that in entering into such con-
tracts as described in paragraph (1), such enti-
ties will address the needs of grantees in both 
urban and rural communities. 

(f) Indoor air quality 

The Secretary shall consult with appropriate 
Federal agencies and other experts, as appro-
priate, on issues of air quality related to chil-
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dren’s health and inform Head Start agencies of 
existing programs or combination of programs 
that provide methods for improving indoor air 
quality. 

(g) Career advancement partnership program 

(1) Authority 

From amounts allocated under section 
9835(a)(2)(C) of this title the Secretary is au-
thorized to award demonstration grants, for a 
period of not less than 5 years, to historically 
Black colleges and universities, Hispanic-serv-
ing institutions, and Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities— 

(A) to implement education programs that 
increase the number of associate, bacca-
laureate, and graduate degrees in early 
childhood education and related fields that 
are earned by Head Start agency staff mem-
bers, parents of children served by such 
agencies, and members of the communities 
involved; 

(B) to provide assistance for stipends and 
costs related to tuition, fees, and books for 
enrolling Head Start agency staff members, 
parents of children served by such an agen-
cy, and members of the communities in-
volved in courses required to complete the 
degree and certification requirement to be-
come teachers in early childhood education 
and related fields; 

(C) to develop program curricula to pro-
mote high-quality services and instruction 
to children with diverse backgrounds, in-
cluding— 

(i) in the case of historically Black col-
leges and universities, to help Head Start 
Agency staff members develop skills and 
expertise needed to teach in programs 
serving large numbers of African American 
children; 

(ii) in the case of Hispanic-serving insti-
tutions, programs to help Head Start 
Agency staff members develop skills and 
expertise needed to teach in programs 
serving large numbers of Hispanic chil-
dren, including programs to develop the 
linguistic skills and expertise needed to 
teach in programs serving a large number 
of children with limited English pro-
ficiency; and 

(iii) in the case of Tribal Colleges and 
Universities, to help Head Start Agency 
staff members develop skills and expertise 
needed to teach in programs serving large 
numbers of Indian children, including pro-
grams concerning tribal culture and lan-
guage; 

(D) to provide other activities to upgrade 
the skills and qualifications of educational 
personnel to meet the professional standards 
in subsection (a) to better promote high- 
quality services and instruction to children 
and parents from populations served by his-
torically Black colleges and universities, 
Hispanic-serving institutions, or Tribal Col-
leges and Universities; 

(E) to provide technology literacy pro-
grams for Indian Head Start agency staff 
members and families of children served by 
such agency; and 

(F) to develop and implement the pro-
grams described under subparagraph (A) in 
technology-mediated formats, including 
through such means as distance learning and 
use of advanced technology, as appropriate. 

(2) Other assistance 

The Secretary shall, using resources within 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices— 

(A) provide appropriate technical assist-
ance to historically Black colleges and uni-
versities, Hispanic-serving institutions, and 
Tribal Colleges and Universities receiving 
grants under this section, including coordi-
nating with the White House Initiative on 
historically Black colleges and universities; 
and 

(B) ensure that the American Indian Pro-
grams Branch of the Office of Head Start of 
the Administration for Children and Fami-
lies of the Department of Health and Human 
Services can effectively administer the pro-
grams under this section and provide appro-
priate technical assistance to Tribal Col-
leges and Universities under this section. 

(3) Application 

Each historically Black college or univer-
sity, Hispanic-serving institution, or Tribal 
College or University desiring a grant under 
this section shall submit an application, in 
partnership with at least 1 Head Start agency 
enrolling large numbers of students from the 
populations served by historically Black col-
leges and universities, Hispanic-serving insti-
tutions, or Tribal Colleges and Universities, to 
the Secretary, at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require, including a certification 
that the institution of higher education has 
established a formal partnership with 1 or 
more Head Start agencies for the purposes of 
conducting the activities described in para-
graph (1). 

(4) Definitions 

In this subsection: 
(A) The term ‘‘Hispanic-serving institu-

tion’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 1101a of title 20. 

(B) The term ‘‘historically Black college 
or university’’ has the meaning given the 
term ‘‘part B institution’’ in section 1061(2) 
of title 20. 

(C) The term ‘‘Tribal College or Univer-
sity’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 1059c(b) of title 20. 

(5) Teaching requirement 

A student at an institution receiving a grant 
under this subsection who receives assistance 
under a program funded under this subsection 
shall teach in a center-based Head Start pro-
gram for a period of time equivalent to the pe-
riod for which they received assistance or 
shall repay such assistance. 

(Pub. L. 97–35, title VI, § 648, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 
Stat. 505; Pub. L. 98–558, title I, § 106, Oct. 30, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2879; Pub. L. 101–501, title I, § 116(a), 
Nov. 3, 1990, 104 Stat. 1232; Pub. L. 102–586, § 7(b), 
Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 5035; Pub. L. 103–252, title 
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I, § 114, May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 642; Pub. L. 105–285, 
title I, § 114, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 Stat. 2721; Pub. L. 
110–134, § 18, Dec. 12, 2007, 121 Stat. 1423; Pub. L. 
114–95, title IX, § 9215(nn)(5), Dec. 10, 2015, 129 
Stat. 2177.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (a)(3)(A)(iii). Pub. L. 114–95 struck out 
‘‘, and for activities described in section 6372(d) of title 
20),’’ after ‘‘children with disabilities’’. 

2007—Pub. L. 110–134 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section related to, in subsec. (a), tech-
nical assistance and personnel training, in subsec. (b), 
consideration of local needs, in subsec. (c), prior-
itization of resource allocation, in subsec. (d), training 
in performing and visual arts and electronic media, 
and, in subsec. (e), child development and assessment 
program. 

1998—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(1), added 
par. (3). 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(A), amended 
par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as 
follows: ‘‘give priority consideration to activities to 
correct program and management deficiencies identi-
fied through reviews pursuant to section 9836a(c) of this 
title (including the provision of assistance to local pro-
grams in the development of quality improvement 
plans under section 9836a(d)(2) of this title);’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(B), inserted 
‘‘supplement amounts provided under section 
9835(a)(3)(C)(ii) of this title in order to’’ after ‘‘(2)’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(G), added par. 
(3). Former par. (3) redesignated (5). 

Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(G), added par. 
(4). Former par. (4) redesignated (6). 

Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(C), inserted ‘‘and imple-
menting’’ after ‘‘developing’’ and substituted ‘‘the day, 
and assist the agencies and programs in expediting the 
sharing of information about innovative models for 
providing full-working-day, full calendar year services 
for children’’ for ‘‘a longer day’’ before semicolon. 

Subsec. (c)(5), (6). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(F), redes-
ignated pars. (3) and (4) as (5) and (6), respectively. 
Former pars. (5) and (6) redesignated (7) and (8), respec-
tively. 

Subsec. (c)(7). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(F), redesig-
nated par. (5) as (7). Former par. (7) redesignated (9). 

Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(D), struck out ‘‘and’’ at end. 
Subsec. (c)(8). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(F), redesig-

nated par. (6) as (8). Former par. (8) redesignated (10). 
Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(E), substituted ‘‘; and’’ for 

period at end. 
Subsec. (c)(9), (10). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(F), redes-

ignated pars. (7) and (8) as (9) and (10), respectively. 
Subsec. (c)(11). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(a)(2)(H), added 

par. (11). 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105–285, § 114(b), inserted ‘‘(includ-

ing services to promote the acquisition of the English 
language)’’ after ‘‘non-English language background 
children’’. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–252, § 114(1), substituted ‘‘Technical 
assistance and training’’ for ‘‘Technical assistance, 
training, and staff qualifications’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–252, § 114(3)(A), redesignated as 
subsec. (e) the last sentence which read as follows: 
‘‘The Secretary shall provide, either directly or 
through grants or other arrangements, funds from pro-
grams authorized under this subchapter to support an 
organization to administer a centralized child develop-
ment and national assessment program leading to rec-
ognized credentials for personnel working in early 
childhood development and child care programs, train-
ing for personnel providing services to non-English lan-
guage background children, training for personnel in 
helping children cope with community violence, and re-
source access projects for personnel working with dis-
abled children.’’ 

Pub. L. 103–252, § 114(2), substituted ‘‘(2) training for 
specialized or other personnel needed in connection 

with Head Start programs, in accordance with the proc-
ess, and the provisions for allocating resources, set 
forth in subsections (b) and (c) of this section. The Sec-
retary shall provide, either directly or through grants 
or other arrangements,’’ for ‘‘(2) training for special-
ized or other personnel needed in connection with Head 
Start programs, including’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–252, § 114(4), (5), added subsec. 
(b) and struck out former subsec. (b) which related to 
teacher qualifications and waiver of same. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–252, § 114(4), (5), added subsec. 
(c) and struck out former subsec. (c) which related to 
Secretary developing systematic approach to training 
Head Start personnel and reporting on such approach 
to Congress. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103–252, § 114(6), inserted at end 
‘‘Special consideration shall be given to entities that 
have demonstrated effectiveness in educational pro-
gramming for preschool children that includes compo-
nents for parental involvement, care provider training, 
and developmentally appropriate related activities.’’ 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 103–252, § 114(3), redesignated last 
sentence of subsec. (a) as (e). 

1992—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 102–586, § 7(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘funds from programs authorized under this 
subchapter to support an organization to administer a 
centralized child development and national assessment 
program leading to recognized credentials for personnel 
working in early childhood development and child care 
programs, training for personnel providing services to 
non-English language background children, training for 
personnel in helping children cope with community 
violence, and resource access projects for personnel 
working with disabled’’ for ‘‘a centralized child devel-
opment training and national assessment program 
which may be administered at the State or local level 
leading to recognized credentials for such personnel, 
training for personnel providing services to non- 
English language background children, and resource 
access projects for personnel of handicapped’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 102–586, § 7(b)(2), added sub-
secs. (c) and (d). 

1990—Pub. L. 101–501 substituted ‘‘Technical assist-
ance, training, and staff qualifications’’ for ‘‘Technical 
assistance and training’’ in section catchline, des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a), inserted 
‘‘training for personnel providing services to non- 
English language background children,’’ after ‘‘such 
personnel,’’ in cl. (2), and added subsec. (b). 

1984—Pub. L. 98–558 substituted ‘‘shall’’ for ‘‘may’’ 
and inserted provision including a centralized child de-
velopment training and national assessment program. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Education and Labor of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on Education and 
the Workforce of House of Representatives by House 
Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Jan. 
5, 2011. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–95 effective Dec. 10, 2015, 
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 
L. 114–95, set out as a note under section 6301 of Title 
20, Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–252 effective May 18, 1994, 
but not applicable to Head Start agencies and other re-
cipients of financial assistance under the Head Start 
Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.) until Oct. 1, 1994, see section 
127 of Pub. L. 103–252, set out as a note under section 
9832 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–501 effective Oct. 1, 1990, 
see section 1001(a) of Pub. L. 101–501, set out as a note 
under section 8621 of this title. 
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HEAD START TRAINING IMPROVEMENT 

Pub. L. 102–586, § 7(a), Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 5034, pro-
vided that: ‘‘It is the purpose of this section— 

‘‘(1) to promote continued access for Head Start and 
other early childhood staff to the Child Development 
Associate credential; 

‘‘(2) to increase the ability of Head Start staff to 
address the problems facing Head Start families; 

‘‘(3) to create a systematic approach to training, 
thereby improving the quality of Head Start instruc-
tion and using training funds more efficiently and ef-
fectively; and 

‘‘(4) to allow the use of training funds for creative 
approaches to learning for children.’’ 

§ 9843a. Staff qualifications and development 

(a) Classroom teachers 

(1) Professional requirements 

The Secretary shall ensure that each Head 
Start classroom in a center-based program is 
assigned 1 teacher who has demonstrated com-
petency to perform functions that include— 

(A) planning and implementing learning 
experiences that advance the intellectual 
and physical development of children, in-
cluding improving the readiness of children 
for school by developing their literacy, pho-
nemic, and print awareness, their under-
standing and use of language, their under-
standing and use of increasingly complex 
and varied vocabulary, their appreciation of 
books, their understanding of early math 
and early science, their problem-solving 
abilities, and their approaches to learning; 

(B) establishing and maintaining a safe, 
healthy learning environment; 

(C) supporting the social and emotional de-
velopment of children; and 

(D) encouraging the involvement of the 
families of the children in a Head Start pro-
gram and supporting the development of re-
lationships between children and their fami-
lies. 

(2) Degree requirements 

(A) Head Start teachers 

The Secretary shall ensure that not later 
than September 30, 2013, at least 50 percent 
of Head Start teachers nationwide in center- 
based programs have— 

(i) a baccalaureate or advanced degree in 
early childhood education; or 

(ii) a baccalaureate or advanced degree 
and coursework equivalent to a major re-
lating to early childhood education, with 
experience teaching preschool-age chil-
dren. 

(B) Additional staff 

The Secretary shall ensure that, not later 
than September 30, 2013, all— 

(i) Head Start education coordinators, 
including those that serve as curriculum 
specialists, nationwide in center-based 
programs— 

(I) have the capacity to offer assist-
ance to other teachers in the implemen-
tation and adaptation of curricula to the 
group and individual needs of children in 
a Head Start classroom; and 

(II) have— 

(aa) a baccalaureate or advanced de-
gree in early childhood education; or 

(bb) a baccalaureate or advanced de-
gree and coursework equivalent to a 
major relating to early childhood edu-
cation, with experience teaching pre-
school-age children; and 

(ii) Head Start teaching assistants na-
tionwide in center-based programs have— 

(I) at least a child development associ-
ate credential; 

(II) enrolled in a program leading to an 
associate or baccalaureate degree; or 

(III) enrolled in a child development 
associate credential program to be com-
pleted within 2 years. 

(C) Progress 

(i) Implementation 

The Secretary shall— 
(I) require Head Start agencies to— 

(aa) describe continuing progress 
each year toward achieving the goals 
described in subparagraphs (A) and (B); 
and 

(bb) annually submit to the Sec-
retary a report indicating the number 
and percentage of classroom personnel 
described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) 
in center-based programs with child 
development associate credentials or 
associate, baccalaureate, or advanced 
degrees; 

(II) compile and submit a summary of 
all program reports described in sub-
clause (I)(bb) to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
of the Senate; and 

(III) not impose any penalties or sanc-
tions on any individual Head Start agen-
cy, program, or staff in the monitoring 
of local agencies and programs under 
this subchapter not meeting the require-
ments of subparagraph (A) or (B). 

(D) Construction 

In this paragraph a reference to a Head 
Start agency, or its program, services, facil-
ity, or personnel, shall not be considered to 
be a reference to an Early Head Start agen-
cy, or its program, services, facility, or per-
sonnel. 

(3) Alternative credentialing and degree re-
quirements 

The Secretary shall ensure that, for center- 
based programs, each Head Start classroom 
that does not have a teacher who meets the 
qualifications described in clause (i) or (ii) of 
paragraph (2)(A) is assigned one teacher who 
has the following during the period specified: 

(A) Through September 30, 2011— 
(i) a child development associate creden-

tial that is appropriate to the age of chil-
dren being served in center-based pro-
grams; 

(ii) a State-awarded certificate for pre-
school teachers that meets or exceeds the 
requirements for a child development asso-
ciate credential; 
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