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(1) stimulate the development and expansion 
of family resource and support programs that 
are prevention oriented; 

(2) encourage early intervention of such pro-
grams with families to ameliorate problem sit-
uations before such situations become crises; 
and 

(3) assist parents in enhancing their chil-
dren’s development to ensure that their chil-
dren enter school prepared and ready to learn. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 956, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1278.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This part, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this Act’’, and was translated as reading ‘‘this 
chapter’’, meaning chapter 3 (§§ 955–960) of subtitle A of 
title IX of Pub. L. 101–501, known as the Family Re-
sources Act, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

§ 12352. ‘‘Family resource and support programs’’ 
defined 

As used in this part, the term ‘‘family re-
source and support programs’’ means commu-
nity-based services that offer sustained assist-
ance to families at various stages in their devel-
opment. Such services shall promote parental 
competencies and behaviors that will lead to the 
healthy and positive personal development of 
parents and children through— 

(1) the provision of assistance to build fam-
ily skills and assist parents in improving their 
capacities to be supportive and nurturing par-
ents; 

(2) the provision of assistance to families to 
enable such families to use other formal and 
informal resources and opportunities for as-
sistance that are available within the commu-
nities of such families; and 

(3) the creation of supportive networks to 
enhance the childrearing capacity of parents 
and assist in compensating for the increased 
social isolation and vulnerability of families. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 957, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1278.) 

§ 12353. Establishment of National Center on 
Family Resource and Support Programs 

(a) Establishment 

The Commissioner shall establish, through 
grant or contract, a national center for the col-
lection and provision of programmatic informa-
tion and technical assistance that relates to all 
types of family resource and support programs, 
to be known as the ‘‘National Center on Family 
Resource and Support Programs’’. 

(b) Functions 

The national center established under sub-
section (a) shall serve as a national information 
and data clearinghouse, training, technical as-
sistance, and material development source for 
family resource and support programs. Such 
center shall— 

(1) develop and maintain a system for dis-
seminating information on all types of family 
resource and support programs and on the 
state of family resource and support program 
development, including information concern-
ing the most effective model programs; 

(2) develop and sponsor a variety of training 
institutes and curricula for family resource 
and support program staff; 

(3) identify several programs representing 
the various types of family resource and sup-
port programs to develop technical assistance 
materials and activities to assist other agen-
cies in establishing family resource and sup-
port programs; and 

(4) develop State-wide networks of family re-
source and support programs for the purpose 
of sharing and disseminating information. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 958, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1279; Pub. L. 103–252, title IV, § 403(a), May 
18, 1994, 108 Stat. 673.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 103–252 substituted ‘‘sev-
eral programs’’ for ‘‘several model programs’’. 

§ 12354. Evaluation 

The Commissioner shall, through grants or 
contracts awarded or entered into with inde-
pendent auditors, conduct evaluations and relat-
ed activities, of family resource and support pro-
grams, including— 

(1) evaluations of on-going programs; 
(2) process evaluations focusing on imple-

mentation strategies; and 
(3) the development of simple evaluation 

models for use by local family resource and 
support programs. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 959, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1279.) 

§ 12355. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Establishment of Center 

To carry out section 12353 of this title, there 
are authorized to be appropriated $2,000,000 for 
each of the fiscal years 1995 through 1998. 

(b) Evaluation 

To carry out section 12354 of this title, there 
are authorized to be appropriated $1,000,000 for 
fiscal year 1995, and such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the fiscal years 1996 through 
1998. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 960, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1279; Pub. L. 103–252, title IV, § 403(b), May 
18, 1994, 108 Stat. 673.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–252, § 403(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘$2,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 1995 
through 1998’’ for ‘‘$2,300,000 for fiscal year 1991, and 
such sums as may be necessary for each of the fiscal 
years 1992 through 1994’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–252, § 403(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘$1,000,000 for fiscal year 1995, and such sums as may be 
necessary for each of the fiscal years 1996 through 1998’’ 
for ‘‘$700,000 for fiscal year 1991, and such sums as may 
be necessary for each of the fiscal years 1992 through 
1994’’. 

SUBCHAPTER II—WHITE HOUSE CON-
FERENCE ON CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND 
FAMILIES 

§ 12371. Findings 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
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(1) children and youth are inherently our 
most valuable resource and their welfare, pro-
tection, healthy development, and positive 
role in society are essential to the Nation; 

(2) children and youth deserve love, respect, 
and guidance, as well as good health, shelter, 
food, education, productive work, and prepara-
tion for responsible participation in commu-
nity life; 

(3) an increasing opportunity for children 
and youth to participate in the decisions that 
affect their lives is essential; 

(4) the family is the primary caregiver and 
the source of social learning which must be 
supported and strengthened, but when families 
are unable to ensure the satisfaction of the 
needs of children and youth, it is society’s re-
sponsibility to assist them; 

(5) at a minimum, all children and youth 
need and deserve access to— 

(A) the best possible physical and mental 
health; 

(B) adequate and safe physical shelter; 
(C) the highest quality of educational op-

portunity; 
(D) effective training, apprenticeships, op-

portunities for community service, and pro-
ductive employment; 

(E) the widest range of civic, cultural, and 
recreational activities which recognize 
young Americans as resources and promote 
self-esteem and a stake in their commu-
nities; 

(F) comprehensive community services 
which are efficient, coordinated, and readily 
available; and 

(G) genuine participation in decisions con-
cerning the planning and managing of their 
lives; and 

(6) there is a great need for a comprehensive 
national policy with respect to young individ-
uals, designed to engage Federal, State, and 
local government agencies, youth organiza-
tions, and other voluntary organizations. 

(b) Statement of policy 

It is the policy of the Congress that the Fed-
eral Government should work jointly with the 
States and their citizens to develop recom-
mendations and plans for action to meet the 
challenge and needs of young individuals. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 982, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1280.) 

§ 12372. Authority of President and Secretary; 
final report 

(a) Calling of Conference 

The President shall call a White House Con-
ference on Children, Youth, and Families in 1993 
in order to develop recommendations for further 
action in the field of children, youth, and fami-
lies which will further the policy set forth in 
section 12371(b) of this title. The Conference 
shall be planned and conducted under the direc-
tion of the Secretary in cooperation with the 
Commissioner and with the heads of such other 
Federal departments and agencies as are appro-
priate. Such assistance may include the assign-
ment of personnel. 

(b) Purposes of Conference 

The purposes of the Conference shall be— 

(1) to increase the public awareness of the 
value and needs of young individuals; 

(2) to examine the well-being of young indi-
viduals as well as the problems which they 
face; 

(3) to describe the extent to which young in-
dividuals with identified needs do not receive 
services to meet such needs; 

(4) to determine the reasons why young indi-
viduals are not receiving needed services; and 

(5) to develop such specific and comprehen-
sive recommendations for executive and legis-
lative action as may be appropriate to im-
prove the well-being of youth and their fami-
lies. 

(c) Conference participants and delegates 

(1) Participants 

In order to carry out the purposes of the 
Conference, the Conference shall bring to-
gether— 

(A) representatives of Federal, State, and 
local governments, including representatives 
of the Government Accountability Office; 

(B) professionals who are working in the 
field of children, youth, and families; and 

(C) representatives of the general public, 
particularly young individuals. 

(2) Selection of delegates 

The delegates to attend the Conference shall 
be selected without regard to political affili-
ation or past partisan activity and shall, to 
the best of the appointing authority’s ability, 
be representative of the spectrum of thought 
in the field of children, youth, and families. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 983, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1280; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 
Stat. 814.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted 
‘‘Government Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Ac-
counting Office’’. 

§ 12373. Conference administration 

(a) Administration 

For purposes of carrying out this subchapter, 
the Secretary shall— 

(1) request the cooperation and assistance of 
the heads of such other Federal departments 
and agencies as may be appropriate; 

(2) furnish all reasonable assistance to State 
agencies administering programs related to 
children, youth and families, and to other ap-
propriate organizations, to enable them to or-
ganize and conduct conferences in conjunction 
with the Conference; 

(3) prepare and make available for public 
comment a proposed agenda for the Con-
ference which reflects, to the greatest extent 
possible, the major issues facing children, 
youth, and families consistent with subsection 
(a); 

(4) prepare and make available background 
materials which the Secretary deems nec-
essary for the use of delegates to the Con-
ference; and 

(5) engage such additional personnel as may 
be necessary to carry out this section without 
regard to provisions of title 5 governing ap-
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