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(1) children and youth are inherently our 
most valuable resource and their welfare, pro-
tection, healthy development, and positive 
role in society are essential to the Nation; 

(2) children and youth deserve love, respect, 
and guidance, as well as good health, shelter, 
food, education, productive work, and prepara-
tion for responsible participation in commu-
nity life; 

(3) an increasing opportunity for children 
and youth to participate in the decisions that 
affect their lives is essential; 

(4) the family is the primary caregiver and 
the source of social learning which must be 
supported and strengthened, but when families 
are unable to ensure the satisfaction of the 
needs of children and youth, it is society’s re-
sponsibility to assist them; 

(5) at a minimum, all children and youth 
need and deserve access to— 

(A) the best possible physical and mental 
health; 

(B) adequate and safe physical shelter; 
(C) the highest quality of educational op-

portunity; 
(D) effective training, apprenticeships, op-

portunities for community service, and pro-
ductive employment; 

(E) the widest range of civic, cultural, and 
recreational activities which recognize 
young Americans as resources and promote 
self-esteem and a stake in their commu-
nities; 

(F) comprehensive community services 
which are efficient, coordinated, and readily 
available; and 

(G) genuine participation in decisions con-
cerning the planning and managing of their 
lives; and 

(6) there is a great need for a comprehensive 
national policy with respect to young individ-
uals, designed to engage Federal, State, and 
local government agencies, youth organiza-
tions, and other voluntary organizations. 

(b) Statement of policy 

It is the policy of the Congress that the Fed-
eral Government should work jointly with the 
States and their citizens to develop recom-
mendations and plans for action to meet the 
challenge and needs of young individuals. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 982, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1280.) 

§ 12372. Authority of President and Secretary; 
final report 

(a) Calling of Conference 

The President shall call a White House Con-
ference on Children, Youth, and Families in 1993 
in order to develop recommendations for further 
action in the field of children, youth, and fami-
lies which will further the policy set forth in 
section 12371(b) of this title. The Conference 
shall be planned and conducted under the direc-
tion of the Secretary in cooperation with the 
Commissioner and with the heads of such other 
Federal departments and agencies as are appro-
priate. Such assistance may include the assign-
ment of personnel. 

(b) Purposes of Conference 

The purposes of the Conference shall be— 

(1) to increase the public awareness of the 
value and needs of young individuals; 

(2) to examine the well-being of young indi-
viduals as well as the problems which they 
face; 

(3) to describe the extent to which young in-
dividuals with identified needs do not receive 
services to meet such needs; 

(4) to determine the reasons why young indi-
viduals are not receiving needed services; and 

(5) to develop such specific and comprehen-
sive recommendations for executive and legis-
lative action as may be appropriate to im-
prove the well-being of youth and their fami-
lies. 

(c) Conference participants and delegates 

(1) Participants 

In order to carry out the purposes of the 
Conference, the Conference shall bring to-
gether— 

(A) representatives of Federal, State, and 
local governments, including representatives 
of the Government Accountability Office; 

(B) professionals who are working in the 
field of children, youth, and families; and 

(C) representatives of the general public, 
particularly young individuals. 

(2) Selection of delegates 

The delegates to attend the Conference shall 
be selected without regard to political affili-
ation or past partisan activity and shall, to 
the best of the appointing authority’s ability, 
be representative of the spectrum of thought 
in the field of children, youth, and families. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 983, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1280; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 
Stat. 814.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted 
‘‘Government Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Ac-
counting Office’’. 

§ 12373. Conference administration 

(a) Administration 

For purposes of carrying out this subchapter, 
the Secretary shall— 

(1) request the cooperation and assistance of 
the heads of such other Federal departments 
and agencies as may be appropriate; 

(2) furnish all reasonable assistance to State 
agencies administering programs related to 
children, youth and families, and to other ap-
propriate organizations, to enable them to or-
ganize and conduct conferences in conjunction 
with the Conference; 

(3) prepare and make available for public 
comment a proposed agenda for the Con-
ference which reflects, to the greatest extent 
possible, the major issues facing children, 
youth, and families consistent with subsection 
(a); 

(4) prepare and make available background 
materials which the Secretary deems nec-
essary for the use of delegates to the Con-
ference; and 

(5) engage such additional personnel as may 
be necessary to carry out this section without 
regard to provisions of title 5 governing ap-
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pointments in the competitive service, and 
without regard to chapter 51 and subchapter 
III of chapter 53 of such title relating to classi-
fication and General Schedule pay rates. 

(b) Duties 

The Secretary shall, in carrying out the Sec-
retary’s responsibilities and functions under 
this section, ensure that— 

(1) the conferences under subsection (a)(2) 
will be conducted so as to ensure broad par-
ticipation of young individuals; 

(2) the proposed agenda for the Conference 
under subsection (a)(3) is published in the Fed-
eral Register not less than 180 days before the 
beginning of the Conference and the proposed 
agenda is open for public comment for a period 
of not less than 60 days; 

(3) the final agenda for the Conference, tak-
ing into consideration the comments received 
under paragraph (2), is published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the chief ex-
ecutive officers of the States not later than 30 
days after the close of the public comment pe-
riod provided for under paragraph (2); 

(4) the personnel engaged under subsection 
(a)(5) shall be fairly balanced in terms of 
points of views represented and shall be ap-
pointed without regard to political affiliation 
or previous partisan activities; 

(5) the recommendations of the Conference 
are not inappropriately influenced by any ap-
pointing authority or by any special interest, 
but will instead be the result of the independ-
ent judgment of the Conference; and 

(6) to the extent practicable, current and 
adequate statistical data (including decennial 
census data) and other information on the 
well-being of young individuals in the United 
States are readily available, in advance of the 
Conference, to the delegates of the Conference, 
together with such information as may be nec-
essary to evaluate Federal programs and poli-
cies relating to children and youth. In carry-
ing out this subparagraph, the Secretary may 
make grants to, and enter into contracts with, 
public agencies and nonprofit private organi-
zations. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 984, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1281.) 

§ 12374. Conference committees 

(a) Advisory committee 

The Secretary shall establish an advisory 
committee to the Conference which shall in-
clude representatives from the Federal Council 
on Children, Youth, and Families, public agen-
cies and nonprofit private organizations as ap-
propriate. 

(b) Other committees 

The Secretary may establish such other com-
mittees, including technical committees, as 
may be necessary to assist in the planning, con-
ducting, and reviewing of the Conference. 

(c) Composition of committees 

Each committee established under this section 
shall be composed of professionals and public 
members, and shall include individuals from 
low-income families and from minority groups. 

(d) Compensation 

Members of any committee established under 
this section (other than any officers or employ-
ees of the Federal Government), while attending 
conferences or meetings of the committee or 
otherwise serving at the request of the Sec-
retary, shall be entitled to receive compensation 
at a rate to be fixed by the Secretary, but not to 
exceed the daily rate payable for GS–18 of the 
General Schedule under section 5332 of title 5 
(including travel time). While away from their 
homes or regular places of business, such mem-
bers may be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized 
under section 5703 of such title for persons em-
ployed intermittently in Federal Government 
service. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 985, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1282.) 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to 
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period beginning on the date of their establishment, 
unless, in the case of a committee established by the 
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such 
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to 
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of 
a committee established by Congress, its duration is 
otherwise provided by law. See section 14 of Pub. L. 
92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

§ 12375. Report of Conference 

(a) Proposed report 

A proposed report of the Conference which 
shall include a statement of comprehensive co-
herent national policy on children, youth, and 
families together with recommendations for the 
implementation of such policy, shall be pub-
lished and submitted to the chief executive offi-
cers of the States not later than 180 days follow-
ing the date on which the Conference is ad-
journed. The findings and recommendations in-
cluded in the published proposed report shall be 
available immediately to the public. 

(b) Response to proposed report 

The chief executive officers of the States, 
after reviewing and soliciting recommendations 
and comments on the proposed report of the 
Conference, shall submit to the Secretary, not 
later than 180 days after receiving such report, 
their views and findings on the recommenda-
tions of the Conference. 

(c) Final report 

Not later than 180 days after submission of the 
views and comments of the chief executive offi-
cers of the States, the Secretary shall— 

(1) prepare a final report on the conference, 
which shall include— 
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