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pointments in the competitive service, and 
without regard to chapter 51 and subchapter 
III of chapter 53 of such title relating to classi-
fication and General Schedule pay rates. 

(b) Duties 

The Secretary shall, in carrying out the Sec-
retary’s responsibilities and functions under 
this section, ensure that— 

(1) the conferences under subsection (a)(2) 
will be conducted so as to ensure broad par-
ticipation of young individuals; 

(2) the proposed agenda for the Conference 
under subsection (a)(3) is published in the Fed-
eral Register not less than 180 days before the 
beginning of the Conference and the proposed 
agenda is open for public comment for a period 
of not less than 60 days; 

(3) the final agenda for the Conference, tak-
ing into consideration the comments received 
under paragraph (2), is published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the chief ex-
ecutive officers of the States not later than 30 
days after the close of the public comment pe-
riod provided for under paragraph (2); 

(4) the personnel engaged under subsection 
(a)(5) shall be fairly balanced in terms of 
points of views represented and shall be ap-
pointed without regard to political affiliation 
or previous partisan activities; 

(5) the recommendations of the Conference 
are not inappropriately influenced by any ap-
pointing authority or by any special interest, 
but will instead be the result of the independ-
ent judgment of the Conference; and 

(6) to the extent practicable, current and 
adequate statistical data (including decennial 
census data) and other information on the 
well-being of young individuals in the United 
States are readily available, in advance of the 
Conference, to the delegates of the Conference, 
together with such information as may be nec-
essary to evaluate Federal programs and poli-
cies relating to children and youth. In carry-
ing out this subparagraph, the Secretary may 
make grants to, and enter into contracts with, 
public agencies and nonprofit private organi-
zations. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 984, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1281.) 

§ 12374. Conference committees 

(a) Advisory committee 

The Secretary shall establish an advisory 
committee to the Conference which shall in-
clude representatives from the Federal Council 
on Children, Youth, and Families, public agen-
cies and nonprofit private organizations as ap-
propriate. 

(b) Other committees 

The Secretary may establish such other com-
mittees, including technical committees, as 
may be necessary to assist in the planning, con-
ducting, and reviewing of the Conference. 

(c) Composition of committees 

Each committee established under this section 
shall be composed of professionals and public 
members, and shall include individuals from 
low-income families and from minority groups. 

(d) Compensation 

Members of any committee established under 
this section (other than any officers or employ-
ees of the Federal Government), while attending 
conferences or meetings of the committee or 
otherwise serving at the request of the Sec-
retary, shall be entitled to receive compensation 
at a rate to be fixed by the Secretary, but not to 
exceed the daily rate payable for GS–18 of the 
General Schedule under section 5332 of title 5 
(including travel time). While away from their 
homes or regular places of business, such mem-
bers may be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized 
under section 5703 of such title for persons em-
ployed intermittently in Federal Government 
service. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 985, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1282.) 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to 
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period beginning on the date of their establishment, 
unless, in the case of a committee established by the 
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such 
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to 
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of 
a committee established by Congress, its duration is 
otherwise provided by law. See section 14 of Pub. L. 
92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

§ 12375. Report of Conference 

(a) Proposed report 

A proposed report of the Conference which 
shall include a statement of comprehensive co-
herent national policy on children, youth, and 
families together with recommendations for the 
implementation of such policy, shall be pub-
lished and submitted to the chief executive offi-
cers of the States not later than 180 days follow-
ing the date on which the Conference is ad-
journed. The findings and recommendations in-
cluded in the published proposed report shall be 
available immediately to the public. 

(b) Response to proposed report 

The chief executive officers of the States, 
after reviewing and soliciting recommendations 
and comments on the proposed report of the 
Conference, shall submit to the Secretary, not 
later than 180 days after receiving such report, 
their views and findings on the recommenda-
tions of the Conference. 

(c) Final report 

Not later than 180 days after submission of the 
views and comments of the chief executive offi-
cers of the States, the Secretary shall— 

(1) prepare a final report on the conference, 
which shall include— 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘mean’’. 

(A) a statement of the policy and recom-
mendations of the Conference; 

(B) the views and comments of the chief 
executive officers of the States; and 

(C) the recommendations of the Secretary, 
after taking into consideration the views 
and comments of such officers, for adminis-
trative and legislative action necessary to 
implement the recommendations of the Con-
ference; and 

(2) publish and transmit such report to the 
President and the chairman of the Committee 
on Education and Labor of the House of Rep-
resentatives and chairman of the Committee 
on Labor and Human Resources of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 986, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1282.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Labor and Human Resources of Senate 
changed to Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions of Senate by Senate Resolution No. 20, 
One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 19, 1999. 

Committee on Education and Labor of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on Education and 
the Workforce of House of Representatives by House 
Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Jan. 
5, 2011. 

§ 12376. Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘Conference’’ means the 1993 

White House Conference on Children, Youth, 
and Families; and 

(2) the terms ‘‘child’’, ‘‘youth’’, and ‘‘young 
individual’’ means 1 an individual who is less 
than 21 years of age. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 987, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1283.) 

§ 12377. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Authorization 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary, for each of the fiscal 
years 1993 and 1994, to carry out this subchapter. 
Sums appropriated under this subsection shall 
remain available until the expiration of the 1- 
year period beginning on the date the Con-
ference is adjourned. New spending authority or 
authority to enter into contracts as provided in 
this subchapter shall be effective only to the ex-
tent and in such amounts as are provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts. 

(b) Return of unexpended funds 

Any funds remaining upon the expiration of 
the 1-year period referred to in subsection (a) 
shall be returned to the Treasury of the United 
States and credited as miscellaneous receipts. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 988, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1283.) 

CHAPTER 128—HYDROGEN RESEARCH, DE-
VELOPMENT, AND DEMONSTRATION PRO-
GRAM 

Sec. 

12401. Finding, purposes, and definitions. 

Sec. 

12402. Report to Congress. 
12403. Hydrogen research and development. 
12404. Demonstrations. 
12405. Technology transfer program. 
12406. Coordination and consultation. 
12407. Technical panel. 
12408. Authorization of appropriations. 

§ 12401. Finding, purposes, and definitions 

(a) Finding 

Congress finds that it is in the national inter-
est to accelerate efforts to develop a domestic 
capability to economically produce hydrogen in 
quantities that will make a significant contribu-
tion toward reducing the Nation’s dependence 
on conventional fuels. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this chapter are— 
(1) to direct the Secretary of Energy to con-

duct a research, development, and demonstra-
tion program leading to the production, stor-
age, transport, and use of hydrogen for indus-
trial, residential, transportation, and utility 
applications; 

(2) to direct the Secretary to develop a tech-
nology assessment and information transfer 
program among the Federal agencies and aero-
space, transportation, energy, and other enti-
ties; and 

(3) to develop renewable energy resources as 
a primary source of energy for the production 
of hydrogen. 

(c) Definitions 

As used in this chapter, the term: 
(1) ‘‘critical technology’’ (or ‘‘critical tech-

nical issue’’) means a technology (or issue) 
that, in the opinion of the Secretary, requires 
understanding and development in order to 
take the next needed step in the development 
of hydrogen as an economic fuel or storage 
medium; 

(2) ‘‘Department’’ means the Department of 
Energy; and 

(3) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of En-
ergy. 

(Pub. L. 101–566, § 102, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2797; 
Pub. L. 104–271, title I, § 101, Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3304.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104–271, § 101(a), amended 
par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as 
follows: ‘‘to direct the Secretary to prepare a compre-
hensive 5-year comprehensive program management 
plan that will identify and resolve critical technical is-
sues necessary for the realization of a domestic capa-
bility to produce, distribute, and use hydrogen eco-
nomically within the shortest time practicable;’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–271, § 101(b), added par. (2) and 
redesignated former par. (2) as (3). 

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–271, § 1, Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 3304, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 7238 of this title, 
amending this section and sections 12402 to 12405, 12407, 
12408, and 13436 of this title, and enacting provisions set 
out as notes under sections 7238, 12403, and 13436 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Hydrogen Future Act of 
1996’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 101–566, title I, § 101, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2797, provided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter] 
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