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PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 199H of Pub. L. 101–610 was classified 
to section 12655g of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
103–82, § 101(e)(8)(A). 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–82, § 101(e)(1), (7), in in-
troductory provisions, substituted ‘‘Corporation’’ for 
‘‘Commission’’ and ‘‘section 12655b’’ for ‘‘section 12543’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–82, § 101(e)(1), substituted 
‘‘Corporation’’ for ‘‘Commission’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–82 effective Oct. 1, 1993, 
see section 123 of Pub. L. 103–82, set out as a note under 
section 1701 of Title 16, Conservation. 

§ 12655i. Age and citizenship criteria for enroll-
ment 

(a) Age and citizenship 

Enrollment in programs that receive assist-
ance under this division shall be limited to indi-
viduals who, at the time of enrollment, are— 

(1) not less than 16 years nor more than 25 
years of age, except that summer programs 
may include individuals not less than 14 years 
nor more than 21 years of age at the time of 
the enrollment of such individuals; and 

(2) citizens or nationals of the United States 
or lawful permanent resident aliens of the 
United States. 

(b) Participation of disadvantaged youth 

Programs that receive assistance under this 
division shall ensure that educationally and eco-
nomically disadvantaged youth, including youth 
in foster care who are becoming too old for fos-
ter care, youth with disabilities, youth with 
limited English proficiency, youth with limited 
basic skills or learning disabilities and homeless 
youth, are offered opportunities to enroll. 

(c) Special corps members 

Notwithstanding subsection (a)(1), program 
agencies may enroll a limited number of special 
corps members over age 25 so that the corps may 
draw on their special skills to fulfill the pur-
poses of this chapter. Programs are encouraged 
to consider senior citizens as special corps mem-
bers. 

(d) Joint projects with senior citizens organiza-
tions 

Program agencies shall use not more than 2 
percent of amounts received under this division 
to conduct joint projects with senior citizens or-
ganizations to enable senior citizens to serve as 
mentors for youth participants. 

(e) Construction 

Nothing in subsection (a) shall be construed to 
prohibit any program agency from limiting en-
rollment to any age subgroup within the range 
specified in subsection (a)(1). 

(Pub. L. 101–610, title I, § 199I, formerly § 130, 
Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3146; Pub. L. 102–384, § 6, 
Oct. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 1456; renumbered § 199J, re-
numbered § 199I, Pub. L. 103–82, title I, § 101(a), 
(e)(8)(B), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 788, 816.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (c), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 101–610, Nov. 16, 

1990, 104 Stat. 3127, as amended, known as the National 
and Community Service Act of 1990, which is classified 
principally to this chapter. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 12501 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 12550 of 
this title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 103–82, 
§ 101(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102–384 substituted ‘‘14’’ 
for ‘‘15’’. 

§ 12655j. Use of volunteers 

Program agencies may use volunteer services 
for purposes of assisting projects carried out 
under this division and may expend funds made 
available for those purposes to the agency, in-
cluding funds made available under this divi-
sion, to provide for services or costs incidental 
to the utilization of such volunteers, including 
transportation, supplies, lodging, recruiting, 
training, and supervision. The use of volunteer 
services under this section shall be subject to 
the condition that such use does not result in 
the displacement of any participant. 

(Pub. L. 101–610, title I, § 199J, formerly § 131, 
Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3147; renumbered § 199K, 
renumbered § 199J, Pub. L. 103–82, title I, § 101(a), 
(e)(8)(B), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 788, 816.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 12551 of 
this title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 103–82, 
§ 101(a). 

§ 12655k. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–82, title I, 
§ 101(e)(8)(A), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 816 

Section, Pub. L. 101–610, title I, § 199L, formerly § 132, 
Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3147; renumbered § 199L, Pub. L. 
103–82, title I, § 101(a), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 788, relat-
ed to post-service benefits. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1993, see section 123 of Pub. L. 
103–82, set out as an Effective Date of 1993 Amendment 
note under section 1701 of Title 16, Conservation. 

§ 12655l. Living allowance 

(a) Full-time service 

(1) Living allowance required 

Subject to paragraph (3), each participant in 
a full-time youth corps program that receives 
assistance under this division shall receive a 
living allowance in an amount equal to or 
greater than the average annual subsistence 
allowance provided to VISTA volunteers under 
section 4955 of this title. 

(2) Limitation on Federal share 

The amount of the annual living allowance 
provided under paragraph (1) that may be paid 
using assistance provided under this division, 
section 12571 of this title, and any other Fed-
eral funds shall not exceed 85 percent of the 
total average annual subsistence allowance 
provided to VISTA volunteers under section 
4955 of this title. 

(3) Maximum living allowance 

The total amount of an annual living allow-
ance that may be provided to a participant in 
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a full-time youth corps program that receives 
assistance under this division shall not exceed 
200 percent of the average annual subsistence 
allowance provided to VISTA volunteers under 
section 4955 of this title. 

(4) Waiver or reduction of living allowance 

The Corporation may waive or reduce the re-
quirement of paragraph (1) with respect to 
such national service program if such program 
demonstrates that— 

(A) such requirement is inconsistent with 
the objectives of the program; and 

(B) the amount of the living allowance 
that will be provided to each full-time par-
ticipant is sufficient to meet the necessary 
costs of living (including food, housing, and 
transportation) in the area in which the pro-
gram is located. 

(5) Exemption 

The requirement of paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to any program that was in existence on 
September 21, 1993. 

(b) Reduction in existing program benefits 

(1) In general 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
require a program in existence on November 
16, 1990, to decrease any stipends, salaries, or 
living allowances provided to participants 
under such program so long as the amount of 
any such stipends, salaries, or living allow-
ances that is in excess of the levels provided 
for in this section are paid from non-Federal 
sources. 

(2) Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 

For purposes of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938 [29 U.S.C. 201 et seq.], residential 
youth corps programs under this division will 
be considered an organized camp. 

(c) Health insurance 

In addition to the living allowance provided 
under subsection (a), program agencies are en-
couraged to provide health insurance to each 
participant in a full-time youth corps program 
who does not otherwise have access to health in-
surance. 

(d) Facilities, services, and supplies 

(1) In general 

The program agency may deduct, from 
amounts provided under subsection (a) to a 
participant, a reasonable portion of the costs 
of the rates for any room and board that is 
provided for such participant at a residential 
facility. Such deducted funds shall be depos-
ited into rollover accounts that shall be used 
solely to defray the costs of room and board 
for participants. 

(2) Evaluation 

The program agency shall establish the 
amount of the deductions and rates under 
paragraph (1) after evaluating the costs of pro-
viding such room and board to the participant. 

(3) Duties of program agency 

A program agency may provide facilities, 
quarters, and board and shall provide limited 
and emergency medical care, transportation 

from administrative facilities to work sites, 
accommodations for individuals with disabil-
ities, and other appropriate services, supplies, 
and equipment to each participant. 

(4) Other Federal agencies 

(A) In general 

The Corporation may provide services, fa-
cilities, supplies, and equipment, including 
any surplus food and equipment available 
from other Federal programs, to any pro-
gram agency carrying out projects under 
this division. 

(B) Secretary of Defense 

Whenever possible, the Corporation shall 
make arrangements with the Secretary of 
Defense to have logistical support provided 
by a military installation near the work 
site, including the provision of temporary 
tent centers where needed, and other sup-
plies and equipment. 

(5) Health and safety standards 

The Corporation and program agencies shall 
establish standards and enforcement proce-
dures concerning the health and safety of par-
ticipants for all projects, consistent with Fed-
eral, State, and local health and safety stand-
ards. 

(Pub. L. 101–610, title I, § 199K, formerly § 133, 
Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3147; Pub. L. 102–10, § 5(6), 
Mar. 12, 1991, 105 Stat. 30; renumbered § 199M, re-
numbered § 199K, and amended Pub. L. 103–82, 
title I, § 101(a), (d), (e)(1), (8)(B), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 
Stat. 788, 814–816.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, referred to in 
subsec. (b)(2), is act June 25, 1938, ch. 676, 52 Stat. 1060, 
as amended, which is classified principally to chapter 8 
(§ 201 et seq.) of Title 29, Labor. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see section 201 of Title 29 
and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 12553 of 
this title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 103–82, 
§ 101(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–82, § 101(d), added pars. 
(1) to (5) and struck out former pars. (1) and (2) which 
read as follows: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—From assistance provided under 
this part, each participant in a full-time youth corps 
program that receives assistance under this part shall 
receive a living allowance of not more than an amount 
equal to 100 percent of the poverty line for a family of 
two (as defined in section 9902(2) of this title). 

‘‘(2) NON-FEDERAL SOURCES.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), a program agency may provide participants 
with additional amounts that are made available from 
non-Federal sources.’’ 

Subsec. (d)(4)(A), (B), (5). Pub. L. 103–82, § 101(e)(1), 
substituted ‘‘Corporation’’ for ‘‘Commission’’. 

1991—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 102–10 substituted ‘‘sub-
section (a)’’ for ‘‘subsections (a) and (c)’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–82 effective Oct. 1, 1993, 
see section 123 of Pub. L. 103–82, set out as a note under 
section 1701 of Title 16, Conservation. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘provisions’’. 

§ 12655m. Joint programs 

(a) Development 

The Corporation may develop, in cooperation 
with the heads of other Federal agencies, regula-
tions designed to permit, where appropriate, 
joint programs in which activities supported 
with assistance made available under this divi-
sion are coordinated with activities supported 
with assistance made available under programs 
administered by the heads of such agencies (in-
cluding title I of the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act [29 U.S.C. 3111 et seq.]). 

(b) Standards 

Regulations promulgated under subsection (a) 
shall establish standards for the approval of 
joint programs that meet both the purposes of 
this subchapter and the purposes of such stat-
utes under which assistance is made available to 
support such projects. 

(c) Operation of management agreements 

Program agencies may enter into contracts 
and other appropriate arrangements with local 
government agencies and nonprofit organiza-
tions for the operation or management of any 
projects or facilities under the program. 

(d) Coordination 

The Corporation and program agencies carry-
ing out programs under this division shall coor-
dinate the programs with related Federal, State, 
local, and private activities. 

(Pub. L. 101–610, title I, § 199L, formerly § 134, 
Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3148; renumbered § 199N, 
renumbered § 199L, and amended Pub. L. 103–82, 
title I, § 101(a), (e)(1), (8)(B), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 
Stat. 788, 815, 816; Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(f) 
[title VIII, § 405(d)(42)(C), (f)(33)(B)], Oct. 21, 1998, 
112 Stat. 2681–337, 2681–428, 2681–434; Pub. L. 
113–128, title V, § 512(u)(2), July 22, 2014, 128 Stat. 
1712.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 113–128, July 22, 2014, 
128 Stat. 1425. Title I of the Act is classified generally 
to subchapter I (§ 3111 et seq.) of chapter 32 of Title 29, 
Labor. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 3101 of 
Title 29 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 12554 of 
this title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 103–82, 
§ 101(a). 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 199L of Pub. L. 101–610 was classified 
to section 12655k of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
103–82, § 101(e)(8)(A). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–128 substituted ‘‘coordi-
nated with activities supported with assistance made 
available under programs administered by the heads of 
such agencies (including title I of the Workforce Inno-
vation and Opportunity Act)’’ for ‘‘coordinated with ac-
tivities supported with assistance made available under 
programs administered by the heads of such agencies 
(including title I of the Workforce Investment Act of 
1998)’’. 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–277, § 101(f) [title VIII, 
§ 405(f)(33)(B)], struck out ‘‘the Job Training Partner-
ship Act and’’ after ‘‘(including’’. 

Pub. L. 105–277, § 101(f) [title VIII, § 405(d)(42)(C)], sub-
stituted ‘‘the Job Training Partnership Act and title I 
of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998’’ for ‘‘the Job 
Training Partnership Act (29 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.)’’. 

1993—Subsecs. (a), (d). Pub. L. 103–82, § 101(e)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Corporation’’ for ‘‘Commission’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–128 effective on the first 
day of the first full program year after July 22, 2014 
(July 1, 2015), see section 506 of Pub. L. 113–128, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 3101 of Title 29, 
Labor. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 101(f) [title VIII, 
§ 405(d)(42)(C)] of Pub. L. 105–277 effective Oct. 21, 1998, 
and amendment by section 101(f) [title VIII, 
§ 405(f)(33)(B)] of Pub. L. 105–277 effective July 1, 2000, 
see section 101(f) [title VIII, § 405(g)(1), (2)(B)] of Pub. L. 
105–277, set out as a note under section 3502 of Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–82 effective Oct. 1, 1993, 
see section 123 of Pub. L. 103–82, set out as a note under 
section 1701 of Title 16, Conservation. 

§ 12655n. Federal and State employee status 

(a) In general 

Participants and crew leaders shall be respon-
sible to, or be the responsibility of, the program 
agency administering the program on which 
such participants, crew leaders, and volunteers 
work. 

(b) Non-Federal employees 

(1) In general 

Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section, a participant or crew leader in a pro-
gram that receives assistance under this divi-
sion shall not be considered a Federal em-
ployee and shall not be subject to the provi-
sions of law relating to Federal employment. 

(2) Work-related injury 

For purposes of subchapter I of chapter 81 of 
title 5, relating to the compensation of Fed-
eral employees for work injuries, a participant 
or crew leader serving in a program that re-
ceives assistance under this division shall be 
considered an employee of the United States 
within the meaning of the term ‘‘employee’’ as 
defined in section 8101 of title 5 and the provi-
sion 1 of that subchapter shall apply, except— 

(A) the term ‘‘performance of duty’’, as 
used in such subchapter, shall not include an 
act of a participant or crew leader while ab-
sent from the assigned post of duty of such 
participant or crew leader, except while par-
ticipating in an activity authorized by or 
under the direction and supervision of a pro-
gram agency (including an activity while on 
pass or during travel to or from such post of 
duty); and 

(B) compensation for disability shall not 
begin to accrue until the day following the 
date that the employment of the injured 
participant or crew leader is terminated. 

(3) Tort claims procedure 

For purposes of chapter 171 of title 28, relat-
ing to tort claims procedure, a participant or 
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