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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 
beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 
section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-
tion 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 109–162, title II, § 201, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 
2993, provided that: ‘‘Congress finds the following: 

‘‘(1) Nearly 1⁄3 of American women report physical 
or sexual abuse by a husband or boyfriend at some 
point in their lives. 

‘‘(2) According to the National Crime Victimization 
Survey, 248,000 Americans 12 years of age and older 
were raped or sexually assaulted in 2002. 

‘‘(3) Rape and sexual assault in the United States is 
estimated to cost $127,000,000,000 per year, including— 

‘‘(A) lost productivity; 
‘‘(B) medical and mental health care; 
‘‘(C) police and fire services; 
‘‘(D) social services; 
‘‘(E) loss of and damage to property; and 
‘‘(F) reduced quality of life. 

‘‘(4) Nonreporting of sexual assault in rural areas is 
a particular problem because of the high rate of non-
stranger sexual assault. 

‘‘(5) Geographic isolation often compounds the 
problems facing sexual assault victims. The lack of 
anonymity and accessible support services can limit 
opportunities for justice for victims. 

‘‘(6) Domestic elder abuse is primarily family 
abuse. The National Elder Abuse Incidence Study 
found that the perpetrator was a family member in 90 
percent of cases. 

‘‘(7) Barriers for older victims leaving abusive rela-
tionships include— 

‘‘(A) the inability to support themselves; 
‘‘(B) poor health that increases their dependence 

on the abuser; 
‘‘(C) fear of being placed in a nursing home; and 
‘‘(D) ineffective responses by domestic abuse pro-

grams and law enforcement. 
‘‘(8) Disabled women comprise another vulnerable 

population with unmet needs. Women with disabil-
ities are more likely to be the victims of abuse and 
violence than women without disabilities because of 
their increased physical, economic, social, or psycho-
logical dependence on others. 

‘‘(9) Many women with disabilities also fail to re-
port the abuse, since they are dependent on their 
abusers and fear being abandoned or institutional-
ized. 

‘‘(10) Of the 598 battered women’s programs sur-
veyed— 

‘‘(A) only 35 percent of these programs offered dis-
ability awareness training for their staff; and 

‘‘(B) only 16 percent dedicated a staff member to 
provide services to women with disabilities. 
‘‘(11) Problems of domestic violence are exacerbated 

for immigrants when spouses control the immigra-
tion status of their family members, and abusers use 
threats of refusal to file immigration papers and 
threats to deport spouses and children as powerful 
tools to prevent battered immigrant women from 
seeking help, trapping battered immigrant women in 
violent homes because of fear of deportation. 

‘‘(12) Battered immigrant women who attempt to 
flee abusive relationships may not have access to bi-
lingual shelters or bilingual professionals, and face 
restrictions on public or financial assistance. They 
may also lack assistance of a certified interpreter in 
court, when reporting complaints to the police or a 
9–1–1 operator, or even in acquiring information 
about their rights and the legal system. 

‘‘(13) More than 500 men and women call the Na-
tional Domestic Violence Hotline every day to get 
immediate, informed, and confidential assistance to 
help deal with family violence. 

‘‘(14) The National Domestic Violence Hotline serv-
ice is available, toll-free, 24 hours a day and 7 days a 

week, with bilingual staff, access to translators in 150 
languages, and a TTY line for the hearing-impaired. 

‘‘(15) With access to over 5,000 shelters and service 
providers across the United States, Puerto Rico, and 
the United States Virgin Islands, the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline provides crisis intervention 
and immediately connects callers with sources of 
help in their local community. 

‘‘(16) Approximately 60 percent of the callers indi-
cate that calling the Hotline is their first attempt to 
address a domestic violence situation and that they 
have not called the police or any other support serv-
ices. 

‘‘(17) Between 2000 and 2003, there was a 27 percent 
increase in call volume at the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline. 

‘‘(18) Improving technology infrastructure at the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline and training ad-
vocates, volunteers, and other staff on upgraded tech-
nology will drastically increase the Hotline’s ability 
to answer more calls quickly and effectively.’’ 
Pub. L. 109–162, title III, § 301, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 

3003, provided that: ‘‘Congress finds the following: 
‘‘(1) Youth, under the age of 18, account for 67 per-

cent of all sexual assault victimizations reported to 
law enforcement officials. 

‘‘(2) The Department of Justice consistently finds 
that young women between the ages of 16 and 24 expe-
rience the highest rate of non-fatal intimate partner 
violence. 

‘‘(3) In 1 year, over 4,000 incidents of rape or sexual 
assault occurred in public schools across the country. 

‘‘(4) Young people experience particular obstacles 
to seeking help. They often do not have access to 
money, transportation, or shelter services. They 
must overcome issues such as distrust of adults, lack 
of knowledge about available resources, or pressure 
from peers and parents. 

‘‘(5) A needs assessment on teen relationship abuse 
for the State of California, funded by the California 
Department of Health Services, identified a desire for 
confidentiality and confusion about the law as 2 of 
the most significant barriers to young victims of do-
mestic and dating violence seeking help. 

‘‘(6) Only one State specifically allows for minors to 
petition the court for protection orders. 

‘‘(7) Many youth are involved in dating relation-
ships, and these relationships can include the same 
kind of domestic violence and dating violence seen in 
the adult population. In fact, more than 40 percent of 
all incidents of domestic violence involve people who 
are not married. 

‘‘(8) 40 percent of girls ages 14 to 17 report knowing 
someone their age who has been hit or beaten by a 
boyfriend, and 13 percent of college women report 
being stalked. 

‘‘(9) Of college women who said they had been the 
victims of rape or attempted rape, 12.8 percent of 
completed rapes, 35 percent of attempted rapes, and 
22.9 percent of threatened rapes took place on a date. 
Almost 60 percent of the completed rapes that oc-
curred on campus took place in the victim’s resi-
dence. 

‘‘(10) According to a 3-year study of student-ath-
letes at 10 Division I universities, male athletes made 
up only 3.3 percent of the general male university 
population, but they accounted for 19 percent of the 
students reported for sexual assault and 35 percent of 
domestic violence perpetrators.’’ 

PART A—SAFE STREETS FOR WOMEN 

SUBPART 1—SAFETY FOR WOMEN IN PUBLIC 
TRANSIT 

§ 13931. Grants for capital improvements to pre-
vent crime in public transportation 

(a) General purpose 

There is authorized to be appropriated not to 
exceed $10,000,000, for the Secretary of Transpor-
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tation (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) to make capital grants for the preven-
tion of crime and to increase security in exist-
ing and future public transportation systems. 
None of the provisions of this Act may be con-
strued to prohibit the financing of projects 
under this section where law enforcement re-
sponsibilities are vested in a local public body 
other than the grant applicant. 

(b) Grants for lighting, camera surveillance, and 
security phones 

(1) From the sums authorized for expenditure 
under this section for crime prevention, the Sec-
retary is authorized to make grants and loans to 
States and local public bodies or agencies for 
the purpose of increasing the safety of public 
transportation by— 

(A) increasing lighting within or adjacent to 
public transportation systems, including bus 
stops, subway stations, parking lots, or ga-
rages; 

(B) increasing camera surveillance of areas 
within and adjacent to public transportation 
systems, including bus stops, subway stations, 
parking lots, or garages; 

(C) providing emergency phone lines to con-
tact law enforcement or security personnel in 
areas within or adjacent to public transpor-
tation systems, including bus stops, subway 
stations, parking lots, or garages; or 

(D) any other project intended to increase 
the security and safety of existing or planned 
public transportation systems. 

(2) From the sums authorized under this sec-
tion, at least 75 percent shall be expended on 
projects of the type described in subsection 
(b)(1)(A) and (B). 

(c) Reporting 

All grants under this section are contingent 
upon the filing of a report with the Secretary 
and the Department of Justice, Office of Victims 
of Crime, showing crime rates in or adjacent to 
public transportation before, and for a 1-year pe-
riod after, the capital improvement. Statistics 
shall be compiled on the basis of the type of 
crime, sex, race, ethnicity, language, and rela-
tionship of victim to the offender. 

(d) Increased Federal share 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Federal share under this section for each 
capital improvement project that enhances the 
safety and security of public transportation sys-
tems and that is not required by law (including 
any other provision of this Act) shall be 90 per-
cent of the net project cost of the project. 

(e) Special grants for projects to study increas-
ing security for women 

From the sums authorized under this section, 
the Secretary shall provide grants and loans for 
the purpose of studying ways to reduce violent 
crimes against women in public transit through 
better design or operation of public transit sys-
tems. 

(f) General requirements 

All grants or loans provided under this section 
shall be subject to the same terms, conditions, 
requirements, and provisions applicable to 

grants and loans as specified in section 5321 of 
title 49. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40131, Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 1916.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (d), is Pub. L. 
103–322, Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1796, known as the Vio-
lent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 13701 of this title 
and Tables. 

SUBPART 2—ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF SEXUAL 
ASSAULT 

§ 13941. Training programs 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General, after consultation with 
victim advocates and individuals who have ex-
pertise in treating sex offenders, shall establish 
criteria and develop training programs to assist 
probation and parole officers and other person-
nel who work with released sex offenders in the 
areas of— 

(1) case management; 
(2) supervision; and 
(3) relapse prevention. 

(b) Training programs 

The Attorney General shall ensure, to the ex-
tent practicable, that training programs devel-
oped under subsection (a) are available in geo-
graphically diverse locations throughout the 
country. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40152, Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 1920; Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 108, title 
XI, § 1167, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2984, 3121; Pub. L. 
109–271, § 2(a), (b), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 751, 752; 
Pub. L. 113–4, title I, § 105, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 
77.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 113–4 substituted ‘‘$5,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’ for 
‘‘$5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2007 through 2011.’’ 

2006—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(b), which di-
rected amendment of section 1167 of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 2005, Pub. L. 109–162, by sub-
stituting ‘‘2007 through 2011’’ for ‘‘2006 through 2010’’, 
was executed to subsec. (c) of this section, which is sec-
tion 40152 of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994, 
as amended by section 1167 of Pub. L. 109–162, to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress. See below. 

Pub. L. 109–162, § 1167, added subsec. (c) and struck out 
heading and text of former subsec. (c) which authorized 
appropriations to carry out this section for fiscal years 
1996 and 1997. 

Pub. L. 109–162, § 108, which directed the striking of 
subsec. (c) and the insertion of a new subsec. (c), au-
thorizing appropriations to carry out this section for 
fiscal years 2007 through 2011, was repealed by Pub. L. 
109–271, § 2(a). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 
beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 
section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-
tion 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 
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