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(A) the amounts available for making 
grants under this section; and 

(B) the child population of the State con-
cerned. 

(d) Priority for previously participating States 

For the second and third fiscal years for which 
amounts are appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion, the Secretary, in providing payments 
under this section, shall give priority to States 
that received payments under this section dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year. 

(e) Priorities for distribution 

To the extent practicable, the Secretary shall 
award grants to States under this section in a 
manner that— 

(1) is geographically equitable; 
(2) distributes the grants among States that 

have differing levels of development of state-
wide systems of family support services for 
families of children with disabilities; and 

(3) distributes the grants among States that 
attempt to meet the needs of unserved and un-
derserved populations, such as individuals 
from racial and ethnic minority backgrounds, 
disadvantaged individuals, individuals with 
limited English proficiency, and individuals 
from underserved geographic areas (rural or 
urban). 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 204, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1730.) 

§ 15094. Application 

To be eligible to receive a grant under this 
subchapter, a State shall submit an application 
to the Secretary at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information and assurances 
as the Secretary may require, including infor-
mation about the designation of a lead entity, a 
description of available State resources, and as-
surances that systems change activities will be 
family-centered and family-directed. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 205, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1731.) 

§ 15095. Designation of the lead entity 

(a) Designation 

The Chief Executive Officer of a State that de-
sires to receive a grant under section 15093 of 
this title, shall designate the office or entity 
(referred to in this subchapter as the ‘‘lead en-
tity’’) responsible for— 

(1) submitting the application described in 
section 15094 of this title on behalf of the 
State; 

(2) administering and supervising the use of 
the amounts made available under the grant; 

(3) coordinating efforts related to and super-
vising the preparation of the application; 

(4) coordinating the planning, development, 
implementation (or expansion and enhance-
ment), and evaluation of a statewide system of 
family support services for families of children 
with disabilities among public agencies and 
between public agencies and private agencies, 
including coordinating efforts related to en-
tering into interagency agreements; 

(5) coordinating efforts related to the par-
ticipation by families of children with disabil-

ities in activities carried out under a grant 
made under this subchapter; and 

(6) submitting the report described in sec-
tion 15097 of this title on behalf of the State. 

(b) Qualifications 

In designating the lead entity, the Chief Exec-
utive Officer may designate— 

(1) an office of the Chief Executive Officer; 
(2) a commission appointed by the Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer; 
(3) a public agency; 
(4) a council established under Federal or 

State law; or 
(5) another appropriate office, agency, or en-

tity. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 206, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1731.) 

§ 15096. Authorized activities 

(a) In general 

A State that receives a grant under section 
15093 of this title shall use the funds made avail-
able through the grant to carry out systems 
change activities that accomplish the purposes 
of this subchapter. 

(b) Special rule 

In carrying out activities authorized under 
this subchapter, a State shall ensure that such 
activities address the needs of families of chil-
dren with disabilities from unserved or under-
served populations. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 207, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1732.) 

§ 15097. Reporting 

A State that receives a grant under this sub-
chapter shall prepare and submit to the Sec-
retary, at the end of the grant period, a report 
containing the results of State efforts to develop 
and implement, or expand and enhance, a state-
wide system of family support services for fami-
lies of children with disabilities. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 208, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1732.) 

§ 15098. Technical assistance 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall enter into contracts or co-
operative agreements with appropriate public or 
private agencies and organizations, including in-
stitutions of higher education, with documented 
experience, expertise, and capacity, for the pur-
pose of providing technical assistance and infor-
mation with respect to the development and im-
plementation, or expansion and enhancement, of 
a statewide system of family support services 
for families of children with disabilities. 

(b) Purpose 

An agency or organization that provides tech-
nical assistance and information under this sec-
tion in a State that receives a grant under this 
subchapter shall provide the technical assist-
ance and information to the lead entity of the 
State, family members of children with disabil-
ities, organizations, service providers, and pol-
icymakers involved with children with disabil-
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ities and their families. Such an agency or orga-
nization may also provide technical assistance 
and information to a State that does not receive 
a grant under this subchapter. 

(c) Reports to the Secretary 

An entity providing technical assistance and 
information under this section shall prepare and 
submit to the Secretary periodic reports regard-
ing Federal policies and procedures identified 
within the States that facilitate or impede the 
delivery of family support services to families of 
children with disabilities. The report shall in-
clude recommendations to the Secretary regard-
ing the delivery of services, coordination with 
other programs, and integration of the policies 
described in section 15091 of this title in Federal 
law, other than this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 209, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1732.) 

§ 15099. Evaluation 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall conduct a national eval-
uation of the program of grants to States au-
thorized by this subchapter. 

(b) Purpose 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall conduct the evaluation 
under subsection (a) to assess the status and 
effects of State efforts to develop and imple-
ment, or expand and enhance, statewide sys-
tems of family support services for families of 
children with disabilities in a manner consist-
ent with the provisions of this subchapter. In 
particular, the Secretary shall assess the im-
pact of such efforts on families of children 
with disabilities, and recommend amendments 
to this subchapter that are necessary to assist 
States to accomplish fully the purposes of this 
subchapter. 

(2) Information systems 

The Secretary shall work with the States to 
develop an information system designed to 
compile and report, from information provided 
by the States, qualitative and quantitative de-
scriptions of the impact of the program of 
grants to States authorized by this subchapter 
on— 

(A) families of children with disabilities, 
including families from unserved and under-
served populations; 

(B) access to and funding for family sup-
port services for families of children with 
disabilities; 

(C) interagency coordination and collabo-
ration between agencies responsible for pro-
viding the services; and 

(D) the involvement of families of children 
with disabilities at all levels of the state-
wide systems. 

(c) Report to Congress 

Not later than 21⁄2 years after October 30, 2000, 
the Secretary shall prepare and submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
concerning the results of the evaluation con-
ducted under this section. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 210, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1733.) 

§ 15100. Projects of national significance 

(a) Study by the Secretary 

The Secretary shall review Federal programs 
to determine the extent to which such programs 
facilitate or impede access to, provision of, and 
funding for family support services for families 
of children with disabilities, consistent with the 
policies described in section 15091 of this title. 

(b) Projects of national significance 

The Secretary shall make grants or enter into 
contracts for projects of national significance to 
support the development of national and State 
policies and practices related to the develop-
ment and implementation, or expansion and en-
hancement, of family-centered and family-di-
rected systems of family support services for 
families of children with disabilities. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 211, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1733.) 

§ 15101. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) In general 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subchapter such sums as may be 
necessary for each of fiscal years 2001 through 
2007. 

(b) Reservation 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall reserve for each fiscal 
year 10 percent, or $400,000 (whichever is great-
er), of the amount appropriated pursuant to 
subsection (a) to carry out— 

(A) section 15098 of this title (relating to 
the provision of technical assistance and in-
formation to States); and 

(B) section 15099 of this title (relating to 
the conduct of evaluations). 

(2) Special rule 

For each year that the amount appropriated 
pursuant to subsection (a) is $10,000,000 or 
greater, the Secretary may reserve 5 percent 
of such amount to carry out section 15100 of 
this title. 

(Pub. L. 106–402, title II, § 212, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1734.) 

SUBCHAPTER III—PROGRAM FOR DIRECT 
SUPPORT WORKERS WHO ASSIST INDI-
VIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DIS-
ABILITIES 

§ 15111. Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) direct support workers, especially young 

adults, have played essential roles in provid-
ing the support needed by individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities and expanding com-
munity options for those individuals; 

(2) 4 factors have contributed to a decrease 
in the available pool of direct support work-
ers, specifically— 

(A) the small population of individuals 
who are age 18 through 25, an age group that 
has been attracted to direct support work in 
the past; 

(B) the rapid expansion of the service sec-
tor, which attracts individuals who pre-
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