§17284

§ 17284. Assessment of resources

(a) 5-year plan
(1) Establishment

The Administrator of the Energy Informa-
tion Administration (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘Administrator’’) shall establish a
5-year plan to enhance the quality and scope
of the data collection necessary to ensure the
scope, accuracy, and timeliness of the infor-
mation needed for efficient functioning of en-
ergy markets and related financial operations.
(2) Requirement

In establishing the plan under paragraph (1),
the Administrator shall pay particular atten-
tion to—

(A) data series terminated because of
budget constraints;

(B) data on demand response;

(C) timely data series of State-level infor-
mation;

(D) improvements in the area of oil and
gas data;

(E) improvements in data on solid byprod-
ucts from coal-based energy-producing fa-
cilities; and

(F) the ability to meet applicable dead-
lines under Federal law (including regula-
tions) to provide data required by Congress.

(b) Submission to Congress

The Administrator shall submit to Congress
the plan established under subsection (a), in-
cluding a description of any improvements need-
ed to enhance the ability of the Administrator
to collect and process energy information in a
manner consistent with the needs of energy
markets.

(¢) Guidelines

(1) In general

The Administrator shall—

(A) establish guidelines to ensure the qual-
ity, comparability, and scope of State en-
ergy data, including data on energy produc-
tion and consumption by product and sector
and renewable and alternative sources, re-
quired to provide a comprehensive, accurate
energy profile at the State level;

(B) share company-level data collected at
the State level with each State involved, in
a manner consistent with the legal authori-
ties, confidentiality protections, and stated
uses in effect at the time the data were col-
lected, subject to the condition that the
State shall agree to reasonable requirements
for use of the data, as the Administrator
may require;

(C) assess any existing gaps in data ob-
tained and compiled by the Energy Informa-
tion Administration; and

(D) evaluate the most cost-effective ways
to address any data quality and quantity is-
sues in conjunction with State officials.

(2) Consultation

The Administrator shall consult with State
officials and the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission on a regular basis in—

(A) establishing guidelines and determin-
ing the scope of State-level data under para-
graph (1); and
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(B) exploring ways to address data needs
and serve data uses.

(d) Assessment of State data needs

Not later than 1 year after December 19, 2007,
the Administrator shall submit to Congress an
assessment of State-level data needs, including
a plan to address the needs.

(e) Authorization of appropriations

In addition to any other amounts made avail-
able to the Administrator, there are authorized
to be appropriated to the Administrator to carry
out this section—

(1) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2008;

(2) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2009;

(3) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2010;

(4) $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2011;

(5) $20,000,000 for fiscal year 2012; and

(6) such sums as are necessary for subse-
quent fiscal years.

(Pub. L. 110-140, title VIII, §805, Dec. 19, 2007, 121
Stat. 1721.)

§17285. Sense of Congress relating to the use of
renewable resources to generate energy
(a) Findings
Congress finds that—

(1) the United States has a quantity of re-
newable energy resources that is sufficient to
supply a significant portion of the energy
needs of the United States;

(2) the agricultural, forestry, and working
land of the United States can help ensure a
sustainable domestic energy system;

(3) accelerated development and use of re-
newable energy technologies provide numer-
ous benefits to the United States, including
improved national security, improved balance
of payments, healthier rural economies, im-
proved environmental quality, and abundant,
reliable, and affordable energy for all citizens
of the United States;

(4) the production of transportation fuels
from renewable energy would help the United
States meet rapidly growing domestic and
global energy demands, reduce the dependence
of the United States on energy imported from
volatile regions of the world that are politi-
cally unstable, stabilize the cost and availabil-
ity of energy, and safeguard the economy and
security of the United States;

(5) increased energy production from domes-
tic renewable resources would attract substan-
tial new investments in energy infrastructure,
create economic growth, develop new jobs for
the citizens of the United States, and increase
the income for farm, ranch, and forestry jobs
in the rural regions of the United States;

(6) increased use of renewable energy is prac-
tical and can be cost effective with the imple-
mentation of supportive policies and proper
incentives to stimulate markets and infra-
structure; and

(7) public policies aimed at enhancing renew-
able energy production and accelerating tech-
nological improvements will further reduce
energy costs over time and increase market
demand.

(b) Sense of Congress

It is the sense of Congress that it is the goal
of the United States that, not later than Janu-
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