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AMENDMENTS

2009—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111-5, §405(5), substituted
“grants of up to one-half (560 percent)’”’ for ‘‘reimburse-
ment of one-fifth (20 percent)”.

Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 111-5, §405(6), struck out last
sentence which read as follows: ‘“In making such
grants, the Secretary shall seek to reward innovation
and early adaptation, even if success is not complete,
rather than deployment of proven and commercially
viable technologies.”

Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 111-5, §405(7), substituted ‘‘uti-
lize”’ for ‘‘are eligible for”’.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 111-5, §405(8), amended subsec. (e)
generally. Prior to amendment, text related to estab-
lishment of procedures by which applicants who have
made qualifying Smart Grid investments can seek and
obtain reimbursement of one-fifth of documented ex-
penditures.
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§17501. Purposes; findings
(a) Purposes

The purposes of the Act are—

(1) to break the cycle of criminal recidivism,
increase public safety, and help States, local
units of government, and Indian Tribes, better
address the growing population of criminal of-
fenders who return to their communities and
commit new crimes;

(2) to rebuild ties between offenders and
their families, while the offenders are incar-
cerated and after reentry into the community,
to promote stable families and communities;
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(3) to encourage the development and sup-
port of, and to expand the availability of, evi-
dence-based programs that enhance public
safety and reduce recidivism, such as sub-
stance abuse treatment, alternatives to incar-
ceration, and comprehensive reentry services;

(4) to protect the public and promote law-
abiding conduct by providing necessary serv-
ices to offenders, while the offenders are incar-
cerated and after reentry into the community,
in a manner that does not confer luxuries or
privileges upon such offenders;

(5) to assist offenders reentering the commu-
nity from incarceration to establish a self-sus-
taining and law-abiding life by providing suffi-
cient transitional services for as short of a pe-
riod as practicable, not to exceed one year, un-
less a longer period is specifically determined
to be necessary by a medical or other appro-
priate treatment professional; and

(6) to provide offenders in prisons, jails or ju-
venile facilities with educational, literacy, vo-
cational, and job placement services to facili-
tate re-entry into the community.

(b) Findings

Congress finds the following:

(1) In 2002, over 7,000,000 people were incar-
cerated in Federal or State prisons or in local
jails. Nearly 650,000 people are released from
Federal and State incarceration into commu-
nities nationwide each year.

(2) There are over 3,200 jails throughout the
United States, the vast majority of which are
operated by county governments. Each year,
these jails will release more than 10,000,000
people back into the community.

(3) Recent studies indicate that over %5 of re-
leased State prisoners are expected to be re-
arrested for a felony or serious misdemeanor
within 3 years after release.

(4) According to the Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics, expenditures on corrections alone in-
creased from  $9,000,000,000 in 1982, to
$569,600,000,000 in 2002. These figures do not in-
clude the cost of arrest and prosecution, nor
do they take into account the cost to victims.

(5) The Serious and Violent Offender Re-
entry Initiative (SVORI) provided $139,000,000
in funding for State governments to develop
and implement education, job training, mental
health treatment, and substance abuse treat-
ment for serious and violent offenders. This
Act seeks to build upon the innovative and
successful State reentry programs developed
under the SVORI, which terminated after fis-
cal year 2005.

(6) Between 1991 and 1999, the number of chil-
dren with a parent in a Federal or State cor-
rectional facility increased by more than 100
percent, from approximately 900,000 to ap-
proximately 2,000,000. According to the Bureau
of Prisons, there is evidence to suggest that
inmates who are connected to their children
and families are more likely to avoid negative
incidents and have reduced sentences.

(7) Released prisoners cite family support as
the most important factor in helping them
stay out of prison. Research suggests that
families are an often underutilized resource in
the reentry process.
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