§18620-5

scheduled expiration without the requirement
for a recompetition.

(Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7012, Aug. 9, 2007, 121
Stat. 681; Pub. L. 114-329, title II, §204(a)(3)(A),
Jan. 6, 2017, 130 Stat. 2998.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Science and Engineering Equal Opportunity Act,
referred to in subsec. (a)(1), probably means the Science
and Engineering Equal Opportunities Act, which is
Part B (§31 et seq.) of Pub. L. 96-516, Dec. 12, 1980, 94
Stat. 3010, which enacted sections 1885 to 1885d of this
title and provisions set out as notes under sections 1861
and 1885 of this title. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1980 Amendment
note set out under section 1861 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950
which comprises this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

2017—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 114-329 struck out subsec.
(c) which related to reports to Congress.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110-69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 18620 of this title.

§ 18620-5. Meeting critical national science needs
(a) In general

In addition to any other criteria, the Director
shall include consideration of the degree to
which awards and research activities that other-
wise qualify for support by the Foundation may
assist in meeting critical national needs in inno-
vation, competitiveness, safety and security, the
physical and natural sciences, technology, engi-
neering, social sciences, and mathematics.

(b) Priority treatment

The Director shall give priority in the selec-
tion of awards and the allocation of Foundation
resources to proposed research activities, and
grants funded under the Foundation’s Research
and Related Activities Account, that can be ex-
pected to make contributions in physical or nat-
ural science, technology, engineering, social sci-
ences, or mathematics, or that enhance com-
petitiveness, innovation, or safety and security
in the United States.

(e) Limitation

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
restrict or bias the grant selection process
against funding other areas of research deemed
by the Foundation to be consistent with its
mandate nor to change the core mission of the
Foundation.

(Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7018, Aug. 9, 2007, 121
Stat. 684.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950
which comprises this chapter.
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DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110-69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 18620 of this title.

§ 18620-6. Research on innovation and inventive-
ness

In carrying out its research programs on
science policy and on the science of learning,
the Foundation may support research on the
process of innovation and the teaching of inven-
tiveness.

(Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7019, Aug. 9, 2007, 121
Stat. 684.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950
which comprises this chapter.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110-69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 18620 of this title.

§ 18620-7. Cyberinfrastructure

In order to continue and expand efforts to en-
sure that research institutions throughout the
Nation can fully participate in research pro-
grams of the Foundation and collaborate with
colleagues throughout the Nation, the Director,
not later than 180 days after August 9, 2007, shall
develop and publish a plan that—

(1) describes the current status of broadband
access for scientific research purposes at insti-
tutions in EPSCoR-eligible States, at institu-
tions in rural areas, and at minority serving
institutions; and

(2) outlines actions that can be taken to en-
sure that such connections are available to en-
able participation in those Foundation pro-
grams that rely heavily on high-speed net-
working and collaborations across institutions
and regions.

(Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7020, Aug. 9, 2007, 121
Stat. 685.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950
which comprises this chapter.

DEFINITIONS
For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-

tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110-69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 18620 of this title.

§ 18620-8. Pilot program of grants for new inves-
tigators

(a) In general

The Director shall carry out a pilot program
to award l-year grants to individuals to assist
them in improving research proposals that were
previously submitted to the Foundation but not
selected for funding.
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