
Page 4510 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 1862s–6 

(4) given the shifting demographic land-
scape, the United States should encourage full 
participation of individuals from under-
represented populations in STEM fields. 

(c) Reaffirmation 

The Director of the Foundation shall continue 
to support programs designed to broaden par-
ticipation of underrepresented populations in 
STEM fields. 

(d) Grants to broaden participation 

(1) In general 

The Director of the Foundation shall award 
grants on a competitive, merit-reviewed basis, 
to eligible entities to increase the participa-
tion of underrepresented populations in STEM 
fields, including individuals identified in sec-
tion 1885a or section 1885b of this title. 

(2) Center of excellence 

(A) In general 

Grants awarded under this subsection may 
include grants for the establishment of a 
Center of Excellence to collect, maintain, 
and disseminate information to increase par-
ticipation of underrepresented populations 
in STEM fields. 

(B) Purpose 

The purpose of a Center of Excellence 
under this subsection is to promote diversity 
in STEM fields by building on the success of 
the INCLUDES programs, providing tech-
nical assistance, maintaining best practices, 
and providing related training at federally 
funded academic institutions. 

(e) Accountability and dissemination 

(1) Evaluation 

(A) In general 

Not later than 5 years after January 6, 
2017, the Director of the Foundation shall 
evaluate the grants provided under this sec-
tion. 

(B) Requirements 

In conducting the evaluation under sub-
paragraph (A), the Director shall— 

(i) use a common set of benchmarks and 
assessment tools to identify best practices 
and materials developed or demonstrated 
by the research; and 

(ii) to the extent practicable, combine 
the research resulting from the grant ac-
tivity under subsection (e) with the cur-
rent research on serving underrepresented 
students in grades kindergarten through 8. 

(2) Report on evaluations 

Not later than 180 days after the completion 
of the evaluation under paragraph (1), the Di-
rector of the Foundation shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress and make 
widely available to the public a report that in-
cludes— 

(A) the results of the evaluation; and 
(B) any recommendations for administra-

tive and legislative action that could opti-
mize the effectiveness of the program. 

(f) Coordination 

In carrying out this section, the Director of 
the Foundation shall consult and cooperate with 

the programs and policies of other relevant Fed-
eral agencies to avoid duplication with and en-
hance the effectiveness of the program under 
this section. 

(Pub. L. 114–329, title III, § 305, Jan. 6, 2017, 130 
Stat. 3007.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the American Innova-
tion and Competitiveness Act, and not as part of the 
National Science Foundation Act of 1950 which com-
prises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 114–329, set out as a note under section 
1862s of this title. 

§ 1862s–6. Presidential awards for excellence in 
STEM mentoring 

(a) In general 

The Director of the Foundation shall continue 
to administer awards on behalf of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy to recognize out-
standing mentoring in STEM fields. 

(b) Annual award recipients 

The Director of the Foundation shall provide 
Congress with a list of award recipients, includ-
ing the name, institution, and a brief synopsis of 
the impact of the mentoring efforts. 

(Pub. L. 114–329, title III, § 307, Jan. 6, 2017, 130 
Stat. 3010.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the American Innova-
tion and Competitiveness Act, and not as part of the 
National Science Foundation Act of 1950 which com-
prises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 114–329, set out as a note under section 
1862s of this title. 

§ 1862s–7. Computer science education research 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds that as the lead Federal agency 
for building the research knowledge base for 
computer science education, the Foundation is 
well positioned to make investments that will 
accelerate ongoing efforts to enable rigorous 
and engaging computer science throughout the 
Nation as an integral part of STEM education. 

(b) Grant program 

(1) In general 

The Director of the Foundation shall award 
grants to eligible entities to research com-
puter science education and computational 
thinking. 

(2) Research 

The research described in paragraph (1) may 
include the development or adaptation, pilot-
ing or full implementation, and testing of— 

(A) models of preservice preparation for 
teachers who will teach computer science 
and computational thinking; 

(B) scalable and sustainable models of pro-
fessional development and ongoing support 
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