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service as a member thereof during the two-year
period following the expiration of such sixth
year. For the purposes of this subsection, the period between any two consecutive annual meetings of the Board shall be deemed to be one year.
(c) Term of vacancy appointment
Any person elected as a member of the Executive Committee to fill a vacancy occurring prior
to the expiration of the term for which his predecessor was elected shall be elected for the remainder of such term.
(d) Reports; minority views
The Executive Committee shall render an annual report to the Board, and such other reports
as it may deem necessary, summarizing its activities and making such recommendations as it
may deem appropriate. Minority views and recommendations, if any, of members of the Executive Committee shall be included in such reports.
(May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 7, formerly § 6, 64 Stat.
151; Pub. L. 86–232, § 4, Sept. 8, 1959, 73 Stat. 467;
renumbered and amended Pub. L. 90–407, §§ 4, 5,
July 18, 1968, 82 Stat. 363, 364.)
AMENDMENTS
1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–407, § 5, made mandatory
the organization of the Executive Committee, struck
out prohibition that the Board may not assign to the
Executive Committee the function of establishing policies, and inserted provisions setting forth the number
of members, their manner of election, and the status of
the Director.
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–407, § 5, substituted provisions
that Board elect two members as members of Executive
Committee at its annual meeting, with period between
any two consecutive annual meetings to be deemed one
year, for provisions covering composition of Executive
Committee, setting forth a special one year term of office for four members first elected after May 10, 1950,
and directing that membership of Committee represent
diverse interests and areas. Provisions of former subsecs. (b)(2)(A) and (b)(5) were redesignated as subsecs.
(c) and (d), respectively.
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 90–407, § 5, redesignated former
subsec. (b)(2)(A) as (c) and substituted ‘‘Any person
elected as a member of the Executive Committee’’ for
‘‘any member elected’’. Former subsec. (c), authorizing
the Board to appoint such additional committees as it
deems necessary, and to delegate to such committees
survey and advisory functions as it deems appropriate,
was struck out.
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 90–407, § 5, redesignated former
subsec. (b)(5) as (d) and substituted ‘‘The Executive
Committee’’ for ‘‘Such Committee’’.
1959—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 86–232 struck out prohibition against assignment to Executive Committee of
function of review and approval.
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 86–232 authorized Board to have
an Executive Committee consisting of from five to nine
members rather than fixed number of nine.
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
Executive Committee of National Science Board appointed under provisions of this section abolished and
functions conferred by this section transferred to Executive Committee of National Science Board established
by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1962, see sections 21(e) and
23(a)(1) of Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1962, eff. June 8, 1962, 27
F.R. 5419, 76 Stat. 1253, set out as a note under section
1861 of this title.
CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization
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of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set
out as a note under section 1862 of this title.

§ 1866. Divisions within Foundation
There shall be within the Foundation such Divisions as the Director, in consultation with the
Board, may from time to time determine.
(May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 8, formerly § 7, 64 Stat.
152; renumbered § 8 and amended Pub. L. 90–407,
§§ 4, 6, July 18, 1968, 82 Stat. 363, 364.)
PRIOR PROVISIONS
A prior section 8 of act May 10, 1950, which was classified to section 1867 of this title, was repealed by Pub.
L. 90–407, § 4, July 18, 1968, 82 Stat. 363.
AMENDMENTS
1968—Pub. L. 90–407, § 6, substituted provisions that
there be within the Foundation such divisions as the
Director, in consultation with the Board, may from
time to time determine for provisions that, unless
otherwise provided by the Board, there be within the
Foundation a Division of Medical Research, a Division
of Mathematical, Physical, and Engineering Sciences, a
Division of Biological Sciences, a Division of Scientific
Personnel and Education, and such other divisions as
the Board deems necessary.
CONSOLIDATION OF DIRECTORATES
Pub. L. 96–516, § 18, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 3009, directed
National Science Foundation to consolidate all Directorates, including Science Education Directorate,
under one roof, in present location of central administrative offices, on or before Aug. 1, 1982.
CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization
of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set
out as a note under section 1862 of this title.

§ 1867. Repealed. Pub. L. 90–407, § 4, July 18, 1968,
82 Stat. 363
Section, act May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 8, 64 Stat. 152, authorized a committee for each division of the Foundation, and provided for the composition, terms of office,
chairmenship, rules of procedure, and powers and duties of each divisional committee.
CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization
of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set
out as a note under section 1862 of this title.

§ 1868. Special commissions
(a) Each special commission established under
section 1863(h) of this title shall be appointed by
the Board and shall consist of such members as
the Board considers appropriate.
(b) Special commissions may be established to
study and make recommendations to the Foundation on issues relating to research and education in science and engineering.
(May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 9, 64 Stat. 152; Pub. L.
90–407, § 7, July 18, 1968, 82 Stat. 364; Pub. L.
99–159, title I, § 109(d), Nov. 22, 1985, 99 Stat. 889.)
AMENDMENTS
1985—Pub. L. 99–159 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows:
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‘‘(a) Each special commission established pursuant to
section 1863(i) of this title shall consist of eleven members appointed by the Board, six of whom shall be eminent scientists and five of whom shall be persons other
than scientists. Each special commission shall choose
its own chairman and vice chairman.
‘‘(b) It shall be the duty of each such special commission to make a comprehensive survey of research, both
public and private, being carried on in its field, and to
formulate and recommend to the Foundation at the
earliest practicable date an over-all research program
in its field.’’
1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–407 substituted ‘‘section
1863(i) of this title’’ for ‘‘section 1862(a)(7) of this title’’.
CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization
of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set
out as a note under section 1862 of this title.

§ 1869. Scholarships and graduate fellowships
(a) In general
The Foundation is authorized to award scholarships and graduate fellowships for study and
research in the sciences or in engineering at appropriate nonprofit American or nonprofit foreign institutions selected by the recipient of
such aid, for stated periods of time. Persons
shall be selected for such scholarships and fellowships from among citizens, nationals or lawfully admitted permanent resident aliens of the
United States, and such selections shall be made
solely on the basis of ability; but in any case in
which two or more applicants for scholarships or
fellowships, as the case may be, are deemed by
the Foundation to be possessed of substantially
equal ability, and there are not sufficient scholarships or fellowships, as the case may be, available to grant one to each of such applicants, the
available scholarship or scholarships or fellowship or fellowships shall be awarded to the applicants in such manner as will tend to result in a
wide distribution of scholarships and fellowships
throughout the United States. Nothing contained in this chapter shall prohibit the Foundation from refusing or revoking a scholarship or
fellowship award, in whole or in part, in the case
of any applicant or recipient, if the Board is of
the opinion that such award is not in the best
interests of the United States.
(b) Amount
The Director shall establish for each year the
amount to be awarded for scholarships and fellowships under this section for that year. Each
such scholarship and fellowship shall include a
cost of education allowance of $12,000, subject to
any restrictions on the use of cost of education
allowance as determined by the Director.
(May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 10, 64 Stat. 152; Pub. L.
86–232, § 5, Sept. 8, 1959, 73 Stat. 468; Pub. L.
86–550, June 29, 1960, 74 Stat. 256; Pub. L. 87–835,
§ 2, Oct. 16, 1962, 76 Stat. 1070; Pub. L. 90–407, § 8,
July 18, 1968, 82 Stat. 364; Pub. L. 99–159, title I,
§ 110(a)(13), Nov. 22, 1985, 99 Stat. 891; Pub. L.
99–383, § 7(c), Aug. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 814; Pub. L.
101–589, title III, § 302(c), Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat.
2895; Pub. L. 111–358, title V, § 510(d), Jan. 4, 2011,
124 Stat. 4010.)

§ 1869a

AMENDMENTS
2011—Pub. L. 111–358 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b).
1990—Pub. L. 101–589 substituted ‘‘, nationals or lawfully admitted permanent resident aliens’’ for ‘‘or nationals’’ in second sentence.
1986—Pub. L. 99–383 struck out ‘‘, within the limits of
funds made available specifically for such purpose pursuant to section 1875 of this title,’’ after ‘‘The Foundation is authorized to award’’.
1985—Pub. L. 99–159 substituted ‘‘study and research
in the sciences or in engineering’’ for ‘‘scientific study
or scientific work in the mathematical, physical, medical, biological, engineering, social, and other sciences’’.
1968—Pub. L. 90–407 inserted social sciences to the
enumerated list of sciences, and substituted ‘‘throughout the United States’’ for ‘‘among the States, Territories, possessions, and the District of Columbia’’.
1962—Pub. L. 87–835 authorized the Foundation to
refuse or revoke a scholarship or fellowship award if
they believe such award is not in the best interests of
the United States.
1960—Pub. L. 86–550 authorized the selection of nationals for scholarships and fellowships.
1959—Pub. L. 86–232 substituted ‘‘appropriate’’ for
‘‘accredited’’ and struck out ‘‘of higher education’’
after ‘‘foreign institutions’’.
GRADUATE STUDENT SUPPORT
Pub. L. 111–358, title V, § 510(a), (b), Jan. 4, 2011, 124
Stat. 4010, provided that:
‘‘(a) FINDING.—The Congress finds that—
‘‘(1) the Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship program is an important program
for training the next generation of scientists and engineers in team-based interdisciplinary research and
problem solving, and for providing them with the
many additional skills, such as communication
skills, needed to thrive in diverse STEM careers; and
‘‘(2) the Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship program is no less valuable to the
preparation and support of graduate students than
the Foundation’s Graduate Research Fellowship program.
‘‘(b) EQUAL TREATMENT OF IGERT AND GRF.—Beginning in fiscal year 2011, the Director shall increase or,
if necessary, decrease funding for the Foundation’s Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship program (or any program by which it is replaced)
at least at the same rate as it increases or decreases
funding for the Graduate Research Fellowship program.’’
[For definitions of terms used in section 510(a), (b) of
Pub. L. 111–358, set out above, see section 2 of Pub. L.
111–358, set out as a note under section 6621 of this title,
and section 502 of Pub. L. 111–358, set out as a note
under section 1862p of this title.]
CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization
of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set
out as a note under section 1862 of this title.

§ 1869a. Contracts for precollege science or engineering curriculum development activities;
inspection of materials by parent or guardian
After August 9, 1975, the Director of the National Science Foundation, shall require, as a
condition of any award made by the National
Science Foundation for the purpose of precollege
science or engineering curriculum development
activities, that the awardee, and any subcontractors involved in the distribution, marketing, or selling of such science or engineering

