
Page 4546 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 1962–2 

review of comprehensive regional or river 
basin plans and the formulation and evalua-
tion of Federal water and related land re-
sources projects; 

(c) as superseding, modifying, or repealing 
existing laws applicable to the various Federal 
agencies which are authorized to develop or 
participate in the development of water and 
related land resources or to exercise licensing 
or regulatory functions in relation thereto, ex-
cept as required to carry out the provisions of 
this chapter; nor to affect the jurisdiction, 
powers, or prerogatives of the International 
Joint Commission, United States and Canada, 
the Permanent Engineering Board and the 
United States Operating Entity or Entities es-
tablished pursuant to the Columbia River 
Basin Treaty, signed at Washington, January 
17, 1961, or the International Boundary and 
Water Commission, United States and Mexico; 

(d) as authorizing any entity established or 
acting under the provisions hereof to study, 
plan, or recommend the transfer of waters be-
tween areas under the jurisdiction of more 
than one river basin commission or entity per-
forming the function of a river basin commis-
sion. 

(Pub. L. 89–80, § 3, July 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 244.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The International Joint Commission, United States 
and Canada, referred to in subsec. (c), was organized in 
1911 pursuant to article VII of the treaty of January 11, 
1909, with Great Britain, 36 Stat. 2448. Provisions relat-
ing to such Commission are contained in sections 267b 
and 268 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

§ 1962–2. Congressional statement of objectives 

It is the intent of Congress that the objectives 
of enhancing regional economic development, 
the quality of the total environment, including 
its protection and improvement, the well-being 
of the people of the United States, and the na-
tional economic development are the objectives 
to be included in federally financed water re-
source projects (including shore protection 
projects such as projects for beach nourishment, 
including the replacement of sand), and in the 
evaluation of benefits and cost attributable 
thereto, giving due consideration to the most 
feasible alternative means of accomplishing 
these objectives. 

(Pub. L. 91–611, title II, § 209, Dec. 31, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1829; Pub. L. 104–303, title II, § 227(f), Oct. 
12, 1996, 110 Stat. 3703.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as a part of the Flood Control 
Act of 1970 and not as a part of the Water Resources 
Planning Act which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–303 inserted ‘‘(including shore pro-
tection projects such as projects for beach nourish-
ment, including the replacement of sand)’’ after ‘‘water 
resource projects’’. 

§ 1962–3. Water resources principles and guide-
lines 

(a) National water resources planning policy 

It is the policy of the United States that all 
water resources projects should reflect national 

priorities, encourage economic development, 
and protect the environment by— 

(1) seeking to maximize sustainable eco-
nomic development; 

(2) seeking to avoid the unwise use of 
floodplains and flood-prone areas and minimiz-
ing adverse impacts and vulnerabilities in any 
case in which a floodplain or flood-prone area 
must be used; and 

(3) protecting and restoring the functions of 
natural systems and mitigating any unavoid-
able damage to natural systems. 

(b) Principles and guidelines 

(1) Principles and guidelines defined 

In this subsection, the term ‘‘principles and 
guidelines’’ means the principles and guide-
lines contained in the document prepared by 
the Water Resources Council pursuant to sec-
tion 1962a–2 of this title, entitled ‘‘Economic 
and Environmental Principles and Guidelines 
for Water and Related Land Resources Imple-
mentation Studies’’, and dated March 10, 1983. 

(2) In general 

Not later than 2 years after November 8, 
2007, the Secretary shall issue revisions, con-
sistent with paragraph (3), to the principles 
and guidelines for use by the Secretary in the 
formulation, evaluation, and implementation 
of water resources projects. 

(3) Considerations 

In developing revisions to the principles and 
guidelines under paragraph (2), the Secretary 
shall evaluate the consistency of the prin-
ciples and guidelines with, and ensure that the 
principles and guidelines address, the follow-
ing: 

(A) The use of best available economic 
principles and analytical techniques, includ-
ing techniques in risk and uncertainty 
analysis. 

(B) The assessment and incorporation of 
public safety in the formulation of alter-
natives and recommended plans. 

(C) Assessment methods that reflect the 
value of projects for low-income commu-
nities and projects that use nonstructural 
approaches to water resources development 
and management. 

(D) The assessment and evaluation of the 
interaction of a project with other water re-
sources projects and programs within a re-
gion or watershed. 

(E) The use of contemporary water re-
sources paradigms, including integrated 
water resources management and adaptive 
management. 

(F) Evaluation methods that ensure that 
water resources projects are justified by 
public benefits. 

(4) Consultation and public participation 

In carrying out paragraph (2), the Secretary 
shall— 

(A) consult with the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, the Secretary 
of Transportation, the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Sec-
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