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§2000e-1. Exemption

(a) Inapplicability of subchapter to certain aliens
and employees of religious entities

This subchapter shall not apply to an em-
ployer with respect to the employment of aliens
outside any State, or to a religious corporation,
association, educational institution, or society
with respect to the employment of individuals of
a particular religion to perform work connected
with the carrying on by such corporation, asso-
ciation, educational institution, or society of its
activities.

(b) Compliance with statute as violative of for-
eign law

It shall not be unlawful under section 2000e-2
or 2000e-3 of this title for an employer (or a cor-
poration controlled by an employer), labor orga-
nization, employment agency, or joint labor-
management committee controlling apprentice-
ship or other training or retraining (including
on-the-job training programs) to take any ac-
tion otherwise prohibited by such section, with
respect to an employee in a workplace in a for-
eign country if compliance with such section
would cause such employer (or such corpora-
tion), such organization, such agency, or such
committee to violate the law of the foreign
country in which such workplace is located.

(c) Control of corporation incorporated in for-
eign country

(1) If an employer controls a corporation
whose place of incorporation is a foreign coun-
try, any practice prohibited by section 2000e-2 or
2000e-3 of this title engaged in by such corpora-
tion shall be presumed to be engaged in by such
employer.

(2) Sections 2000e-2 and 2000e-3 of this title
shall not apply with respect to the foreign oper-
ations of an employer that is a foreign person
not controlled by an American employer.

(3) For purposes of this subsection, the deter-
mination of whether an employer controls a cor-
poration shall be based on—

(A) the interrelation of operations;

(B) the common management;

(C) the centralized control of labor relations;
and

(D) the common ownership or financial con-
trol,

of the employer and the corporation.

(Pub. L. 88-352, title VII, §702, July 2, 1964, 78
Stat. 256; Pub. L. 92-261, §3, Mar. 24, 1972, 86
Stat. 103; Pub. L. 102-166, title I, §109(b)(1), Nov.
21, 1991, 105 Stat. 1077.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-166 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) and (c).

1972—Pub. L. 92-261 reenacted section catchline with-
out change and amended text generally. Prior to
amendment, text read as follows: ‘“This subchapter
shall not apply to an employer with respect to the em-
ployment of aliens outside any State, or to a religious
corporation, association, or society with respect to the
employment of individuals of a particular religion to
perform work connected with the carrying on by such
corporation, association, or society of its religious ac-
tivities or to an educational institution with respect to
the employment of individuals to perform work con-
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nected with the educational activities of such institu-
tion.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1991 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 102-166 inapplicable to con-
duct occurring before Nov. 21, 1991, see section 109(c) of
Pub. L. 102-166, set out as a note under section 2000e of
this title.

§2000e-2. Unlawful employment practices

(a) Employer practices

It shall be an unlawful employment practice
for an employer—

(1) to fail or refuse to hire or to discharge
any individual, or otherwise to discriminate
against any individual with respect to his
compensation, terms, conditions, or privileges
of employment, because of such individual’s
race, color, religion, sex, or national origin; or

(2) to limit, segregate, or classify his em-
ployees or applicants for employment in any
way which would deprive or tend to deprive
any individual of employment opportunities or
otherwise adversely affect his status as an em-
ployee, because of such individual’s race,
color, religion, sex, or national origin.

(b) Employment agency practices

It shall be an unlawful employment practice
for an employment agency to fail or refuse to
refer for employment, or otherwise to discrimi-
nate against, any individual because of his race,
color, religion, sex, or national origin, or to
classify or refer for employment any individual
on the basis of his race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.

(c) Labor organization practices

It shall be an unlawful employment practice
for a labor organization—

(1) to exclude or to expel from its member-
ship, or otherwise to discriminate against, any
individual because of his race, color, religion,
sex, or national origin;

(2) to limit, segregate, or classify its mem-
bership or applicants for membership, or to
classify or fail or refuse to refer for employ-
ment any individual, in any way which would
deprive or tend to deprive any individual of
employment opportunities, or would limit
such employment opportunities or otherwise
adversely affect his status as an employee or
as an applicant for employment, because of
such individual’s race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin; or

(3) to cause or attempt to cause an employer
to discriminate against an individual in viola-
tion of this section.

(d) Training programs

It shall be an unlawful employment practice
for any employer, labor organization, or joint
labor-management committee controlling ap-
prenticeship or other training or retraining, in-
cluding on-the-job training programs to dis-
criminate against any individual because of his
race, color, religion, sex, or national origin in
admission to, or employment in, any program
established to provide apprenticeship or other
training.
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