
Page 4724 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 2023 

Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 
106 Stat. 2944.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act of 
1978, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 95–604, Nov. 8, 
1978, 92 Stat. 3021, as amended. Title I of such act is 
classified generally to subchapter I (§ 7911 et seq.) of 
chapter 88 of this title. For complete classification of 
this act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 7901 of this title and Tables. 

The Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended, referred 
to in subsecs. (a) and (b)(2), is title II of Pub. L. 89–272, 
as amended generally by Pub. L. 94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 
90 Stat. 2795, which is classified generally to chapter 82 
(§ 6901 et seq.) of this title. Subtitle C of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act is classified generally to sub-
chapter III (§ 6921 et seq.) of chapter 82 of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 6901 of this title 
and Tables. 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (b), (d), (e), and 
(f)(2), was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning act Aug. 
1, 1946, ch. 724, as added by act Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, 
§ 1, 68 Stat. 919, known as the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2011 of this title 
and Tables. 

The Clean Air Act of 1970, as amended, referred to in 
subsec. (e), probably means the Clean Air Act, which is 
act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, 69 Stat. 322, as amended, which 
is classified generally to chapter 85 (§ 7401 et seq.) of 
this title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 7401 of 
this title and Tables. 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amend-
ed, referred to in subsec. (e), is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, 
as amended generally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 
86 Stat. 816, which is classified generally to chapter 26 
(§ 1251 et seq.) of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Wa-
ters. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1251 of 
Title 33 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–415, §§ 18(a)(1), 22(b)(1), 
substituted ‘‘October 1, 1982’’ for ‘‘one year after No-
vember 8, 1978’’ inserted provisions relating to the ap-
plication of the Administrator’s proposed standards to 
actions by the Secretary of Energy in the event the Ad-
ministrator fails to promulgate standards in final form 
after Oct. 1, 1982, and inserted provisions that in estab-
lishing standards, the Administrator shall consider risk 
to public health, safety, and the environment, environ-
mental and economic costs of applying such standards, 
and such other factors as the Administrator determines 
to be appropriate. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 97–415, §§ 18(a)(2), (3), 22(b)(2), 
substituted ‘‘October 31, 1982, the Administrator shall, 
by rule, propose, and within 11 months thereafter pro-
mulgate in final form,’’ for ‘‘eighteen months after No-
vember 8, 1978, the Administrator shall, by rule, pro-
mulgate’’ inserted provisions relating to the conse-
quences of failure by the Administrator to promulgate 
standards in final form by Oct. 1, 1983, and inserted pro-
visions that in establishing standards, the Adminis-
trator shall consider risk to public health, safety, and 
the environment, environmental and economic costs of 
applying such standards, and such other factors as the 
Administrator determines to be appropriate. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 97–415, § 18(a)(4), added subsec. (f). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Nov. 8, 1978, see section 208 of Pub. 
L. 95–604, set out as an Effective Date of 1978 Amend-
ment note under section 2014 of this title. 

§ 2023. State authority to regulate radiation 
below level of regulatory concern of Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission 

(a) In general 

No provision of this chapter, or of the Low- 
Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act [42 U.S.C. 
2021b et seq.], may be construed to prohibit or 
otherwise restrict the authority of any State to 
regulate, on the basis of radiological hazard, the 
disposal or off-site incineration of low-level 
radioactive waste, if the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, after October 24, 1992, exempts 
such waste from regulation. 

(b) Relation to other State authority 

This section may not be construed to imply 
preemption of existing State authority. Except 
as expressly provided in subsection (a), this sec-
tion may not be construed to confer on any 
State any additional authority to regulate ac-
tivities licensed by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘low-level radioactive waste’’ 

means radioactive material classified by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission as low-level 
radioactive waste on October 24, 1992. 

(2) The term ‘‘off-site incineration’’ means 
any incineration of radioactive materials at a 
facility that is located off the site where such 
materials were generated. 

(3) The term ‘‘State’’ means each of the sev-
eral States, the District of Columbia, and any 
commonwealth, territory, or possession of the 
United States. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 276, as added Pub. 
L. 102–486, title XXIX, § 2901(a), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3122.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, as 
added by act Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 919, 
known as the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, which is clas-
sified principally to this chapter. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 2011 of this title and Tables. 

The Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 96–573, as amended 
generally by Pub. L. 99–240, title I, § 102, Jan. 15, 1986, 99 
Stat. 1842, which is classified generally to section 2021b 
et seq. of this title. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 2021b of this title and Tables. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ORGANIZATION 

§§ 2031, 2032. Repealed. Pub. L. 93–438, title I, 
§ 104(a), Oct. 11, 1974, 88 Stat. 1237 

Section 2031, act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, § 21, as added 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 924; amended Aug. 9, 
1955, ch. 697, § 3, 69 Stat. 630, provided for establishment 
of Atomic Energy Commission, its composition, Chair-
man, acting Chairman, quorum, official spokesman, 
and seal. 

Provisions similar to section 2031 were contained in 
section 1802(a)(1) of this title prior to the general 
amendment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act 
Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 919. 

Another prior section 21 of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, 60 
Stat. 775, which provided that act Aug. 1, 1946, could be 
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