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(b) Use of State and local administrative and in-
vestigative assistance 

In making determinations under section 3796 
of this title, the Bureau may utilize such admin-
istrative and investigative assistance as may be 
available from State and local agencies. Respon-
sibility for making final determinations shall 
rest with the Bureau. 

(c) Use of appropriated funds to conduct appeals 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Bureau is authorized to use appropriated 
funds to conduct appeals of public safety offi-
cers’ death and disability claims. 

(d) References to provisions outside this sub-
chapter 

Unless expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence in this subchapter to any provision of law 
not in this subchapter shall be understood to 
constitute a general reference under the doc-
trine of incorporation by reference, and thus to 
include any subsequent amendments to the pro-
vision. 

(Pub. L. 90–351, title I, § 1205, formerly § 1204, as 
added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 609F, Oct. 12, 1984, 
98 Stat. 2100; renumbered § 1205, Pub. L. 100–690, 
title VI, § 6106(a)(1), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4341; 
amended Pub. L. 105–180, § 2(b), June 16, 1998, 112 
Stat. 511; Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, 
§ 1086(b)(1)(F), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1967.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3796c, Pub. L. 90–351, title I, § 1204, as 
added Pub. L. 96–157, § 2, Dec. 27, 1979, 93 Stat. 1221, con-
tained provisions similar to this section, prior to the 
general amendment of this subchapter by section 609F 
of Pub. L. 98–473. 

Another prior section 3796c, Pub. L. 90–351, title I, 
§ 704, as added Pub. L. 94–430, § 2, Sept. 29, 1976, 90 Stat. 
1347, contained provisions similar to this section, prior 
to the general amendment of this chapter by Pub. L. 
96–157. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 112–239 added subsec. (d). 
1998—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–180 added subsec. (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–239 effective Jan. 2, 2013, 
and applicable to matters pending on Jan. 2, 2013, or 
filed or accruing after that date, with certain excep-
tions, see section 1086(d) of Pub. L. 112–239, set out as 
a note under section 3791 of this title. 

§ 3796c–1. Expedited payment for public safety 
officers involved in the prevention, investiga-
tion, rescue, or recovery efforts related to a 
terrorist attack 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding the limitations of subsection 
(b) of section 1201 or the provisions of sub-
sections (c), (d), and (e) of such section or sec-
tion 1202 of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796, 
3796a), upon certification (containing identifica-
tion of all eligible payees of benefits pursuant to 
section 1201 of such Act) by a public agency that 
a public safety officer employed by such agency 
or an entity described in section 1204(7)(B) of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796b(7)(B)) was killed or suffered 

a catastrophic injury producing permanent and 
total disability as a direct and proximate result 
of a personal injury sustained in the line of duty 
as described in section 1201 of such Act in con-
nection with prevention, investigation, rescue, 
or recovery efforts related to a terrorist attack, 
the Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
shall authorize payment to qualified bene-
ficiaries, said payment to be made not later 
than 30 days after receipt of such certification, 
benefits described under subpart 1 of part L of 
such Act (42 U.S.C. 3796 et seq.). 

(b) Definitions 

For purposes of this section, the terms ‘‘cata-
strophic injury’’, ‘‘public agency’’, and ‘‘public 
safety officer’’ have the same meanings given 
such terms in section 1204 of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 3796b). 

(Pub. L. 107–56, title VI, § 611, Oct. 26, 2001, 115 
Stat. 369; Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, 
§ 1086(b)(2), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1968.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 90–351, June 19, 
1968, 82 Stat. 197, as amended. The reference to subpart 
1 of part L of the Act probably means subpart 1 of part 
L of title I of the Act which is classified generally to 
this part. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 3711 of 
this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Uniting and 
Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools 
Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act of 
2001 or USA PATRIOT Act, and not as part of title I of 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112–239 inserted ‘‘or an en-
tity described in section 1204(7)(B) of the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
3796b(7)(B))’’ after ‘‘employed by such agency’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–239 effective Jan. 2, 2013, 
and applicable to matters pending on Jan. 2, 2013, or 
filed or accruing after that date, with certain excep-
tions, see section 1086(d) of Pub. L. 112–239, set out as 
a note under section 3791 of this title. 

§ 3796c–2. Funds available for appeals and ex-
penses of representation of hearing examin-
ers 

On and after December 26, 2007, funds available 
to conduct appeals under section 1205(c) of the 
1968 Act [42 U.S.C. 3796c(c)], which includes all 
claims processing, shall be available also for the 
same under subpart 2 of such part L [42 U.S.C. 
3796d et seq.] and under any statute authorizing 
payment of benefits described under subpart 1 
[42 U.S.C. 3796 et seq.] thereof, and for appeals 
from final determinations of the Bureau (under 
such part or any such statute) to the Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit, which shall 
have exclusive jurisdiction thereof, and for ex-
penses of representation of hearing examiners 
(who shall be presumed irrebuttably to enjoy 
quasi-judicial immunity in the discharge of 
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