§4604

§4604. Certification

(a) Acceptance of State agency certification

Notwithstanding sections 4630 and 4655 of this
title, the head of a Federal agency may dis-
charge any of his responsibilities under this
chapter by accepting a certification by a State
agency that it will carry out such responsibility,
if the head of the lead agency determines that
such responsibility will be carried out in accord-
ance with State laws which will accomplish the
purpose and effect of this chapter.

(b) Promulgation of regulations; notice and com-
ment; consultation with local governments

(1) The head of the lead agency shall issue reg-
ulations to carry out this section.

(2) Repealed. Pub. L. 104-66, title I, §1121(f),
Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 724.

(3) Before making a determination regarding
any State law under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, the head of the lead agency shall provide
interested parties with an opportunity for public
review and comment. In particular, the head of
the lead agency shall consult with interested
local general purpose governments within the
State on the effects of such State law on the
ability of local governments to carry out their
responsibilities under this chapter.

(¢) Effect of noncompliance with certification or
with applicable law

(1) The head of a Federal agency may withhold
his approval of any Federal financial assistance
to or contract or cooperative agreement with
any displacing agency found by the Federal
agency to have failed to comply with the laws
described in subsection (a) of this section.

(2) After consultation with the head of the
lead agency, the head of a Federal agency may
rescind his acceptance of any certification under
this section, in whole or in part, if the State
agency fails to comply with such certification or
with State law.

(Pub. L. 91-646, title I, §103, as added Pub. L.
100-17, title IV, §403, Apr. 2, 1987, 101 Stat. 248;
amended Pub. L. 104-66, title I, §1121(f), Dec. 21,
1995, 109 Stat. 724.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b)(3), was
in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 91-646, Jan.
2, 1971, 84 Stat. 1894, known as the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act
of 1970, which is classified principally to this chapter.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 4601 of this title
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

1995—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 104-66 struck out par. (2)
which read as follows: ‘“The head of the lead agency
shall, in coordination with other Federal agencies,
monitor from time to time, and report biennially to the
Congress on, State agency implementation of this sec-
tion. A State agency shall make available any informa-
tion required for such purpose.”

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective on effective date provided in regula-
tions promulgated under section 4633 of this title (as
amended by section 412 of Pub. L. 100-17), but not later
than 2 years after Apr. 2, 1987, see section 418 of Pub.
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L. 100-17, set out as an Effective Date of 1987 Amend-
ment note under section 4601 of this title.

§4605. Displaced persons not eligible for assist-
ance

(a) In general

Except as provided in subsection (c) of this
section, a displaced person shall not be eligible
to receive relocation payments or any other as-
sistance under this chapter if the displaced per-
son is an alien not lawfully present in the
United States.

(b) Determinations of eligibility
(1) Promulgation of regulations

Not later than 1 year after November 21,
1997, after providing notice and an opportunity
for public comment, the head of the lead agen-
cy shall promulgate regulations to carry out
subsection (a) of this section.

(2) Contents of regulations

Regulations promulgated under paragraph
(1) shall—

(A) prescribe the processes, procedures,
and information that a displacing agency
must use in determining whether a displaced
person is an alien not lawfully present in the
United States;

(B) prohibit a displacing agency from dis-
criminating against any displaced person;

(C) ensure that each eligibility determina-
tion is fair and based on reliable informa-
tion; and

(D) prescribe standards for a displacing
agency to apply in making determinations
relating to exceptional and extremely un-
usual hardship under subsection (c) of this
section.

(c) Exceptional and extremely unusual hardship

If a displacing agency determines by clear and
convincing evidence that a determination of the
ineligibility of a displaced person under sub-
section (a) of this section would result in excep-
tional and extremely unusual hardship to an in-
dividual who is the displaced person’s spouse,
parent, or child and who is a citizen of the
United States or an alien lawfully admitted for
permanent residence in the United States, the
displacing agency shall provide relocation pay-
ments and other assistance to the displaced per-
son under this chapter if the displaced person
would be eligible for the assistance but for sub-
section (a) of this section.

(d) Limitation on statutory construction

Nothing in this section affects any right avail-
able to a displaced person under any other provi-
sion of Federal or State law.

(Pub. L. 91-646, title I, §104, as added Pub. L.
105-117, §1, Nov. 21, 1997, 111 Stat. 2384.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (c), was
in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 91-646, Jan.
2, 1971, 84 Stat. 1894, known as the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act
of 1970, which is classified principally to this chapter.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 4601 of this title
and Tables.
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