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(g) serve as the Federal lead for the prioritized res-
toration of communications infrastructure and coordi-
nate the prioritization and restoration of communica-
tions, including resolution of any conflicts in or among 
priorities, in coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense when activities referenced in section 5.1(a) of this 
order are impacted, consistent with the National Re-
sponse Framework. If conflicts in or among priorities 
cannot be resolved between the Departments of Defense 
and Homeland Security, they shall be referred for reso-
lution in accordance with section 2.1 of this order; and 

(h) within 60 days of the date of this order, in con-
sultation with the Executive Committee where appro-
priate, develop and submit to the President, through 
the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security 
and Counterterrorism, a detailed plan that describes 
the Department of Homeland Security’s organization 
and management structure for its NS/EP communica-
tions functions, including the Government Emergency 
Telecommunications Service, Wireless Priority Serv-
ice, Telecommunications Service Priority program, 
Next Generation Network Priority program, the Execu-
tive Committee JPO, and relevant supporting entities. 

SEC. 5.3. The Secretary of Commerce shall: (a) provide 
advice and guidance to the Executive Committee on 
the use of technical standards and metrics to support 
execution of NS/EP communications; 

(b) identify for the Executive Committee require-
ments for additional technical standards and metrics to 
enhance NS/EP communications; 

(c) engage with relevant standards development orga-
nizations to develop appropriate technical standards 
and metrics to enhance NS/EP communications; 

(d) develop plans and procedures concerning radio 
spectrum allocations, assignments, and priorities for 
use by agencies and executive offices; 

(e) develop, maintain, and publish policies, plans, and 
procedures for the management and use of radio fre-
quency assignments, including the authority to amend, 
modify, or revoke such assignments, in those parts of 
the electromagnetic spectrum assigned to the Federal 
Government; and 

(f) administer a system of radio spectrum priorities 
for those spectrum-dependent telecommunications re-
sources belonging to and operated by the Federal Gov-
ernment and certify or approve such radio spectrum 
priorities, including the resolution of conflicts in or 
among such radio spectrum priorities during a crisis or 
emergency. 

SEC. 5.4. The Administrator of General Services shall 
provide and maintain a common Federal acquisition 
approach that allows for the efficient centralized pur-
chasing of equipment and services that meet NS/EP 
communications requirements. Nothing in this section 
shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect the 
procurement authorities granted by law to an agency 
or the head thereof. 

SEC. 5.5. With respect to the Intelligence Community, 
the DNI, after consultation with the heads of affected 
agencies, may issue such policy directives and guidance 
as the DNI deems necessary to implement this order. 
Procedures or other guidance issued by the heads of 
elements of the Intelligence Community shall be in ac-
cordance with such policy directives or guidelines is-
sued by the DNI. 

SEC. 5.6. The Federal Communications Commission 
performs such functions as are required by law, includ-
ing: (a) with respect to all entities licensed or regu-
lated by the Federal Communications Commission: the 
extension, discontinuance, or reduction of common car-
rier facilities or services; the control of common car-
rier rates, charges, practices, and classifications; the 
construction, authorization, activation, deactivation, 
or closing of radio stations, services, and facilities; the 
assignment of radio frequencies to Federal Communica-
tions Commission licensees; the investigation of viola-
tions of pertinent law; and the assessment of commu-
nications service provider emergency needs and re-
sources; and 

(b) supporting the continuous operation and restora-
tion of critical communications systems and services 

by assisting the Secretary of Homeland Security with 
infrastructure damage assessment and restoration, and 
by providing the Secretary of Homeland Security with 
information collected by the Federal Communications 
Commission on communications infrastructure, service 
outages, and restoration, as appropriate. 

SEC. 6. General Agency Responsibilities. All agencies, to 
the extent consistent with law, shall: (a) determine the 
scope of their NS/EP communications requirements, 
and provide information regarding such requirements 
to the Executive Committee; 

(b) prepare policies, plans, and procedures concerning 
communications facilities, services, or equipment 
under their management or operational control to 
maximize their capability to respond to the NS/EP 
needs of the Federal Government; 

(c) propose initiatives, where possible, that may ben-
efit multiple agencies or other Federal entities; 

(d) administer programs that support broad NS/EP 
communications goals and policies; 

(e) submit reports annually, or as otherwise re-
quested, to the Executive Committee, regarding agency 
NS/EP communications activities; 

(f) devise internal acquisition strategies in support of 
the centralized acquisition approach provided by the 
General Services Administration pursuant to section 
5.4 of this order; and 

(g) provide the Secretary of Homeland Security with 
timely reporting on NS/EP communications status to 
inform the common operating picture required under 6 
U.S.C. 321(d). 

SEC. 7. General Provisions. (a) For the purposes of this 
order, the word ‘‘agency’’ shall have the meaning set 
forth in section 6.1(b) of Executive Order 13526 of De-
cember 29, 2009. 

(b) Executive Order 12472 of April 3, 1984, as amended, 
is hereby revoked. 

(c) [Amended Ex. Ord. No. 12382, set out as a note 
under section 901 of Title 47, Telecommunications.] 

(d) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair 
or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an agency, or the 
head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the OMB relating 
to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(e) This order shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-
priations. 

(f) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

§ 5195a. Definitions 

(a) Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter only: 

(1) Hazard 

The term ‘‘hazard’’ means an emergency or 
disaster resulting from— 

(A) a natural disaster; or 
(B) an accidental or man-caused event. 

(2) Natural disaster 

The term ‘‘natural disaster’’ means any hur-
ricane, tornado, storm, flood, high water, 
wind-driven water, tidal wave, tsunami, earth-
quake, volcanic eruption, landslide, mudslide, 
snowstorm, drought, fire, or other catastrophe 
in any part of the United States which causes, 
or which may cause, substantial damage or in-
jury to civilian property or persons. 

(3) Emergency preparedness 

The term ‘‘emergency preparedness’’ means 
all those activities and measures designed or 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘include’’. 
2 So in original. The comma probably should follow the closing 

quotation marks. 
3 See References in Text note below. 

undertaken to prepare for or minimize the ef-
fects of a hazard upon the civilian population, 
to deal with the immediate emergency condi-
tions which would be created by the hazard, 
and to effectuate emergency repairs to, or the 
emergency restoration of, vital utilities and 
facilities destroyed or damaged by the hazard. 
Such term includes the following: 

(A) Measures to be undertaken in prepara-
tion for anticipated hazards (including the 
establishment of appropriate organizations, 
operational plans, and supporting agree-
ments, the recruitment and training of per-
sonnel, the conduct of research, the procure-
ment and stockpiling of necessary materials 
and supplies, the provision of suitable warn-
ing systems, the construction or preparation 
of shelters, shelter areas, and control cen-
ters, and, when appropriate, the non-mili-
tary evacuation of the civilian population). 

(B) Measures to be undertaken during a 
hazard (including the enforcement of passive 
defense regulations prescribed by duly estab-
lished military or civil authorities, the evac-
uation of personnel to shelter areas, the con-
trol of traffic and panic, and the control and 
use of lighting and civil communications). 

(C) Measures to be undertaken following a 
hazard (including activities for fire fighting, 
rescue, emergency medical, health and sani-
tation services, monitoring for specific dan-
gers of special weapons, unexploded bomb re-
connaissance, essential debris clearance, 
emergency welfare measures, and imme-
diately essential emergency repair or res-
toration of damaged vital facilities). 

(4) Organizational equipment 

The term ‘‘organizational equipment’’ 
means equipment determined by the Adminis-
trator to be necessary to an emergency pre-
paredness organization, as distinguished from 
personal equipment, and of such a type or na-
ture as to require it to be financed in whole or 
in part by the Federal Government. Such term 
does not include those items which the local 
community normally uses in combating local 
disasters, except when required in unusual 
quantities dictated by the requirements of the 
emergency preparedness plans. 

(5) Materials 

The term ‘‘materials’’ includes raw mate-
rials, supplies, medicines, equipment, compo-
nent parts and technical information and 
processes necessary for emergency prepared-
ness. 

(6) Facilities 

The term ‘‘facilities’’, except as otherwise 
provided in this subchapter, includes build-
ings, shelters, utilities, and land. 

(7) Administrator 

The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency. 

(8) Neighboring countries 

The term ‘‘neighboring countries’’ includes 
Canada and Mexico. 

(9) United States and States 

The terms ‘‘United States’’ and ‘‘States’’ in-
cludes 1 the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and territories and possessions of the 
United States. 

(10) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ includes interstate emer-
gency preparedness authorities established 
under section 5196(h) of this title. 

(b) Cross reference 

The terms ‘‘national defense’’ and ‘‘defense,’’ 2 
as used in the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 
U.S.C. App. 2061 et seq.),3 includes 1 emergency 
preparedness activities conducted pursuant to 
this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title VI, § 602, as added Pub. L. 
103–337, div. C, title XXXIV, § 3411(a)(3), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3101; amended Pub. L. 111–351, 
§ 3(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3864.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Defense Production Act of 1950, referred to in 
subsec. (b), is act Sept. 8, 1950, ch. 932, 64 Stat. 798, 
which was classified to section 2061 et seq. of the 
former Appendix to Title 50, War and National Defense, 
prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering as 
chapter 55 (§ 4501 et seq.) of Title 50. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in sections 2252 and 2282 of the former Appendix 
to Title 50, War and National Defense, prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 103–337, § 3412(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 111–351, § 3(c)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘Administrator’’ for ‘‘Director’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 111–351, § 3(c)(1), added par. (7) 
and struck out former par. (7). Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘The term ‘Director’ means the 
Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 5195b. Administration of subchapter 

This subchapter shall be carried out by the 
Administrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title VI, § 603, as added Pub. L. 
103–337, div. C, title XXXIV, § 3411(a)(3), Oct. 5, 
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