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‘‘(7) to assist in providing trained manpower needed 
to effectively carry out programs of population re-
search and family planning services; and 

‘‘(8) to establish an Office of Population Affairs in 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare as 
a primary focus within the Federal Government on 
matters pertaining to population research and family 
planning, through which the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare [now Health and Human Serv-
ices] (hereafter in this Act referred to as the ‘Sec-
retary’) shall carry out the purposes of this Act.’’ 

THE TITLE X ‘‘GAG RULE’’ 

Memorandum of President of the United States, Jan. 
22, 1993, 58 F.R. 7455, provided: 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services 

Title X of the Public Health Services Act [42 U.S.C. 
300 et seq.] provides Federal funding for family plan-
ning clinics to provide services for low-income pa-
tients. The Act specifies that Title X funds may not be 
used for the performance of abortions, but places no re-
strictions on the ability of clinics that receive Title X 
funds to provide abortion counseling and referrals or to 
perform abortions using non-Title X funds. During the 
first 18 years of the program, medical professionals at 
Title X clinics provided complete, uncensored informa-
tion, including nondirective abortion counseling. In 
February 1988, the Department of Health and Human 
Services adopted regulations, which have become 
known as the ‘‘Gag Rule,’’ prohibiting Title X recipi-
ents from providing their patients with information, 
counseling, or referrals concerning abortion. Subse-
quent attempts by the Bush Administration to modify 
the Gag Rule and ensuing litigation have created con-
fusion and uncertainty about the current legal status 
of the regulations. 

The Gag Rule endangers women’s lives and health by 
preventing them from receiving complete and accurate 
medical information and interferes with the doctor-pa-
tient relationship by prohibiting information that med-
ical professionals are otherwise ethically and legally 
required to provide to their patients. Furthermore, the 
Gag Rule contravenes the clear intent of a majority of 
the members of both the United States Senate and 
House of Representatives, which twice passed legisla-
tion to block the Gag Rule’s enforcement but failed to 
override Presidential vetoes. 

For these reasons, you have informed me that you 
will suspend the Gag Rule pending the promulgation of 
new regulations in accordance with the ‘‘notice and 
comment’’ procedures of the Administrative Procedure 
Act [5 U.S.C. 551 et seq.]. I hereby direct you to take 
that action as soon as possible. I further direct that, 
within 30 days, you publish in the Federal Register new 
proposed regulations for public comment. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON. 

§ 300a. Formula grants to States for family plan-
ning services 

(a) Authority of Secretary; prerequisites 

The Secretary is authorized to make grants, 
from allotments made under subsection (b), to 
State health authorities to assist in planning, 
establishing, maintaining, coordinating, and 
evaluating family planning services. No grant 
may be made to a State health authority under 
this section unless such authority has submit-
ted, and had approved by the Secretary, a State 
plan for a coordinated and comprehensive pro-
gram of family planning services. 

(b) Factors determining amount of State allot-
ments 

The sums appropriated to carry out the provi-
sions of this section shall be allotted to the 

States by the Secretary on the basis of the popu-
lation and the financial need of the respective 
States. 

(c) ‘‘State’’ defined 

For the purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘State’’ includes the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

For the purpose of making grants under this 
section, there are authorized to be appropriated 
$10,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1971; $15,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1972; and $20,000,000 for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1973. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, § 1002, as added Pub. 
L. 91–572, § 6(c), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1506; 
amended Pub. L. 94–484, title IX, § 905(b)(1), Oct. 
12, 1976, 90 Stat. 2325.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–484 defined ‘‘State’’ to in-
clude Northern Mariana Islands. 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 

STUDY OF STATE DELIVERY OF SERVICES; REPORT TO 
CONGRESS 

Pub. L. 97–35, title IX, § 931(c), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 
570, directed Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to conduct a study of possible ways of State delivery of 
services for which assistance is authorized by title X of 
the Public Health Service Act [42 U.S.C. 300 et seq.] and 
to report to Congress on results of such study 18 
months after Aug. 13, 1981. 

§ 300a–1. Training grants and contracts; author-
ization of appropriations 

(a) The Secretary is authorized to make 
grants to public or nonprofit private entities 
and to enter into contracts with public or pri-
vate entities and individuals to provide the 
training for personnel to carry out family plan-
ning service programs described in section 300 or 
300a of this title. 

(b) For the purpose of making payments pur-
suant to grants and contracts under this sec-
tion, there are authorized to be appropriated 
$2,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1971; 
$3,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1972; 
$4,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1973; 
$3,000,000 each for the fiscal years ending June 
30, 1974 and June 30, 1975; $4,000,000 for fiscal year 
ending 1976; $5,000,000 for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 1977; $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1978; $3,100,000 for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 1979; $3,600,000 for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1980; 
$4,100,000 for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 1981; $2,920,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1982; $3,200,000 for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1983; $3,500,000 for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 1984; and $3,500,000 for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1985. 
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