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PART B—PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS
§300g. Coverage

Subject to sections 300g-4 and 300g-5 of this
title, national primary drinking water regula-
tions under this part shall apply to each public
water system in each State; except that such
regulations shall not apply to a public water
system—

(1) which consists only of distribution and
storage facilities (and does not have any col-
lection and treatment facilities);

(2) which obtains all of its water from, but is
not owned or operated by, a public water sys-
tem to which such regulations apply;

(3) which does not sell water to any person;
and

(4) which is not a carrier which conveys pas-
sengers in interstate commerce.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, §1411, as added
Pub. L. 93-523, §2(a), Dec. 16, 1974, 88 Stat. 1662.)

§300g-1. National drinking water regulations

(a) National primary drinking water regulations;
maximum contaminant level goals; simulta-
neous publication of regulations and goals

(1) Effective on June 19, 1986, each national in-
terim or revised primary drinking water regula-
tion promulgated under this section before June
19, 1986, shall be deemed to be a national pri-
mary drinking water regulation under sub-
section (b). No such regulation shall be required
to comply with the standards set forth in sub-
section (b)(4) unless such regulation is amended
to establish a different maximum contaminant
level after June 19, 1986.

(2) After June 19, 1986, each recommended
maximum contaminant level published before
June 19, 1986, shall be treated as a maximum
contaminant level goal.

(3) Whenever a national primary drinking
water regulation is proposed under subsection
(b) for any contaminant, the maximum contami-
nant level goal for such contaminant shall be
proposed simultaneously. Whenever a national
primary drinking water regulation is promul-
gated under subsection (b) for any contaminant,
the maximum contaminant level goal for such
contaminant shall be published simultaneously.

(4) Paragraph (3) shall not apply to any rec-
ommended maximum contaminant level pub-
lished before June 19, 1986.

(b) Standards

(1) IDENTIFICATION OF CONTAMINANTS FOR LIST-
ING.—

(A) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Administrator
shall, in accordance with the procedures estab-
lished by this subsection, publish a maximum
contaminant level goal and promulgate a na-
tional primary drinking water regulation for a
contaminant (other than a contaminant re-
ferred to in paragraph (2) for which a national
primary drinking water regulation has been
promulgated as of August 6, 1996) if the Ad-
ministrator determines that—

(i) the contaminant may have an adverse
effect on the health of persons;

(ii) the contaminant is known to occur or
there is a substantial likelihood that the
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contaminant will occur in public water sys-
tems with a frequency and at levels of public
health concern; and

(iii) in the sole judgment of the Adminis-
trator, regulation of such contaminant pre-
sents a meaningful opportunity for health
risk reduction for persons served by public
water systems.

(B) REGULATION OF UNREGULATED CONTAMI-
NANTS.—

(i) LISTING OF CONTAMINANTS FOR CONSIDER-
ATION.—(I) Not later than 18 months after
August 6, 1996, and every 5 years thereafter,
the Administrator, after consultation with
the scientific community, including the
Science Advisory Board, after notice and op-
portunity for public comment, and after con-
sidering the occurrence data base estab-
lished under section 300j—4(g) of this title,
shall publish a list of contaminants which,
at the time of publication, are not subject to
any proposed or promulgated national pri-
mary drinking water regulation, which are
known or anticipated to occur in public
water systems, and which may require regu-
lation under this subchapter.

(IT) The unregulated contaminants consid-
ered under subclause (I) shall include, but
not be limited to, substances referred to in
section 9601(14) of this title, and substances
registered as pesticides under the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
[7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.].

(IIT) The Administrator’s decision whether
or not to select an unregulated contaminant
for a list under this clause shall not be sub-
ject to judicial review.

(ii) DETERMINATION TO REGULATE.—(I) Not
later than 5 years after August 6, 1996, and
every b years thereafter, the Administrator
shall, after notice of the preliminary deter-
mination and opportunity for public com-
ment, for not fewer than 5 contaminants in-
cluded on the list published under clause (i),
make determinations of whether or not to
regulate such contaminants.

(II) A determination to regulate a con-
taminant shall be based on findings that the
criteria of clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of sub-
paragraph (A) are satisfied. Such findings
shall be based on the best available public
health information, including the occur-
rence data base established under section
300j—4(g) of this title.

(IITI) The Administrator may make a deter-
mination to regulate a contaminant that
does not appear on a list under clause (i) if
the determination to regulate is made pur-
suant to subclause (IT).

(IV) A determination under this clause not
to regulate a contaminant shall be consid-
ered final agency action and subject to judi-
cial review.

(iii) REVIEW.—Each document setting forth
the determination for a contaminant under
clause (ii) shall be available for public com-
ment at such time as the determination is
published.

(C) PRIORITIES.—In selecting unregulated
contaminants for consideration under sub-
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