§300§-15

gable Waters. Title VI of the Act is classified generally
to subchapter VI (§1381 et seq.) of chapter 26 of Title 33.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1251 of Title 33
and Tables.

The Food Security Act of 1985, referred to in subsec.
(b)(2)(B)(iii), is Pub. L. 99-198, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1354,
as amended. Chapter 2 of subtitle D of title XII of the
Act was classified generally to part II (§3838 et seq.) of
subchapter IV of chapter 58 of Title 16, Conservation,
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 104-127, title III, §336(h), Apr.
4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1007. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1985 Amendment
note set out under section 1281 of Title 7, Agriculture,
and Tables.

§300j-15. Water conservation plan
(a) Guidelines

Not later than 2 years after August 6, 1996, the
Administrator shall publish in the Federal Reg-
ister guidelines for water conservation plans for
public water systems serving fewer than 3,300
persons, public water systems serving between
3,300 and 10,000 persons, and public water sys-
tems serving more than 10,000 persons, taking
into consideration such factors as water avail-
ability and climate.

(b) Loans or grants

Within 1 year after publication of the guide-
lines under subsection (a), a State exercising
primary enforcement responsibility for public
water systems may require a public water sys-
tem, as a condition of receiving a loan or grant
from a State loan fund under section 300j-12 of
this title, to submit with its application for
such loan or grant a water conservation plan
consistent with such guidelines.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, §1455, as added
Pub. L. 104-182, title I, §134, Aug. 6, 1996, 110
Stat. 1679.)

§ 300j-16. Assistance to colonias
(a) Definitions
As used in this section:
(1) Border State
The term ‘‘border State’” means Arizona,
California, New Mexico, and Texas.
(2) Eligible community

The term ‘‘eligible community’” means a
low-income community with economic hard-
ship that—

(A) is commonly referred to as a colonia;

(B) is located along the United States-
Mexico border (generally in an unincor-
porated area); and

(C) lacks a safe drinking water supply or
adequate facilities for the provision of safe
drinking water for human consumption.

(b) Grants to alleviate health risks

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the heads of other appro-
priate Federal agencies are authorized to award
grants to a border State to provide assistance to
eligible communities to facilitate compliance
with national primary drinking water regula-
tions or otherwise significantly further the
health protection objectives of this subchapter.
(e) Use of funds

Each grant awarded pursuant to subsection (b)
shall be used to provide assistance to one or
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more eligible communities with respect to
which the residents are subject to a significant
health risk (as determined by the Administrator
or the head of the Federal agency making the
grant) attributable to the lack of access to an
adequate and affordable drinking water supply
system.

(d) Cost sharing

The amount of a grant awarded pursuant to
this section shall not exceed 50 percent of the
costs of carrying out the project that is the sub-
ject of the grant.

(e) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $25,000,000 for each of the
fiscal years 1997 through 1999.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, §1456, as added
Pub. L. 104-182, title I, §135, Aug. 6, 1996, 110
Stat. 1679.)

§300j-17. Estrogenic substances screening pro-
gram

In addition to the substances referred to in
section 346a(p)(3)(B) of title 21 the Adminis-
trator may provide for testing under the screen-
ing program authorized by section 346a(p) of
title 21, in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 346a(p) of title 21, of any other substance
that may be found in sources of drinking water
if the Administrator determines that a substan-
tial population may be exposed to such sub-
stance.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, §1457, as added
Pub. L. 104-182, title I, §136, Aug. 6, 1996, 110
Stat. 1680.)

§ 300j-18. Drinking water studies

(a) Subpopulations at greater risk
(1) In general

The Administrator shall conduct a continu-
ing program of studies to identify groups with-
in the general population that may be at
greater risk than the general population of ad-
verse health effects from exposure to contami-
nants in drinking water. The study shall ex-
amine whether and to what degree infants,
children, pregnant women, the elderly, indi-
viduals with a history of serious illness, or
other subpopulations that can be identified
and characterized are likely to experience ele-
vated health risks, including risks of cancer,
from contaminants in drinking water.

(2) Report

Not later than 4 years after August 6, 1996,
and periodically thereafter as new and signifi-
cant information becomes available, the Ad-
ministrator shall report to the Congress on
the results of the studies.

(b) Biological mechanisms

The Administrator shall conduct biomedical
studies to—

(1) understand the mechanisms by which
chemical contaminants are absorbed, distrib-
uted, metabolized, and eliminated from the
human body, so as to develop more accurate
physiologically based models of the phenom-
ena;
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