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§ 6907. Solid waste management information and 
guidelines 

(a) Guidelines 

Within one year of October 21, 1976, and from 
time to time thereafter, the Administrator 
shall, in cooperation with appropriate Federal, 
State, municipal, and intermunicipal agencies, 
and in consultation with other interested per-
sons, and after public hearings, develop and pub-
lish suggested guidelines for solid waste man-
agement. Such suggested guidelines shall— 

(1) provide a technical and economic descrip-
tion of the level of performance that can be at-
tained by various available solid waste man-
agement practices (including operating prac-
tices) which provide for the protection of pub-
lic health and the environment; 

(2) not later than two years after October 21, 
1976, describe levels of performance, including 
appropriate methods and degrees of control, 
that provide at a minimum for (A) protection 
of public health and welfare; (B) protection of 
the quality of ground waters and surface wa-
ters from leachates; (C) protection of the qual-
ity of surface waters from runoff through com-
pliance with effluent limitations under the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as 
amended [33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.]; (D) protection 
of ambient air quality through compliance 
with new source performance standards or re-
quirements of air quality implementation 
plans under the Clean Air Act, as amended [42 
U.S.C. 7401 et seq.]; (E) disease and vector con-
trol; (F) safety; and (G) esthetics; and 

(3) provide minimum criteria to be used by 
the States to define those solid waste manage-
ment practices which constitute the open 
dumping of solid waste or hazardous waste and 
are to be prohibited under subchapter IV of 
this chapter. 

Where appropriate, such suggested guidelines 
also shall include minimum information for use 
in deciding the adequate location, design, and 
construction of facilities associated with solid 
waste management practices, including the con-
sideration of regional, geographic, demographic, 
and climatic factors. 

(b) Notice 

The Administrator shall notify the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives a reasonable time 
before publishing any suggested guidelines or 
proposed regulations under this chapter of the 
content of such proposed suggested guidelines or 
proposed regulations under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 1008, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2803; amended 
Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(c), (d), Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 
3081; Pub. L. 103–437, § 15(r), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4594.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, referred to 
in subsec. (a)(2), is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as amended 
generally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 816, 
which is classified generally to chapter 26 (§ 1251 et seq.) 
of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 1251 of Title 33 and 
Tables. 

The Clean Air Act, as amended, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(2), is act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, 69 Stat. 322, as amend-
ed, which is classified generally to chapter 85 (§ 7401 et 
seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 7401 of this title and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3254c of this title, prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House’’ for ‘‘Committee on Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com-
merce of the House’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(c), substituted 
‘‘subchapter IV of this chapter’’ for ‘‘title IV of this 
Act’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(d), struck out ‘‘pursu-
ant to this section’’ after ‘‘any suggested guidelines’’ 
and inserted ‘‘or proposed regulations under this chap-
ter’’ after ‘‘suggested guidelines’’ in two places. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of 
Representatives treated as referring to Committee on 
Commerce of House of Representatives by section 1(a) 
of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 
of Title 2, The Congress. Committee on Commerce of 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of House of Representatives, and 
jurisdiction over matters relating to securities and ex-
changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-
mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh 
Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6908. Small town environmental planning 

(a) Establishment 

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (hereafter referred to as the 
‘‘Administrator’’) shall establish a program to 
assist small communities in planning and fi-
nancing environmental facilities. The program 
shall be known as the ‘‘Small Town Environ-
mental Planning Program’’. 

(b) Small Town Environmental Planning Task 
Force 

(1) The Administrator shall establish a Small 
Town Environmental Planning Task Force 
which shall be composed of representatives of 
small towns from different areas of the United 
States, Federal and State governmental agen-
cies, and public interest groups. The Adminis-
trator shall terminate the Task Force not later 
than 2 years after the establishment of the Task 
Force. 

(2) The Task Force shall— 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-10-28T06:53:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




