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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a comma. 

ment with local joint powers authorities formed 
pursuant to State law by irrigation districts and 
other local water districts and local govern-
ments, to advance planning and feasibility stud-
ies authorized by Congress for water storage 
project: Provided, That the Secretary shall en-
sure that all documents associated with the 
preparation of planning and feasibility studies 
and applicable environmental reviews under the 
National Environmental Policy Act [42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.] for a project covered by this section 
shall be made available to any joint powers au-
thority with whom the Secretary enters into an 
agreement to advance such project: Provided fur-

ther, That the Secretary, acting through the 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation, 
shall ensure that all applicable environmental 
reviews under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act, to the degree such reviews are required, 
are completed on an expeditious basis and that 
the shortest existing applicable process under 
the National Environmental Policy Act shall be 
utilized, including in the completion of feasibil-
ity studies, Draft Environmental Impact State-
ments (DEIS) and Final Environmental Impact 
Statements (FEIS): Provided further, That the 
Bureau of Reclamation need not complete the 
applicable feasibility study, DEIS or FEIS if the 
Commissioner determines, and the Secretary 
concurs, that the project can be expedited by a 
joint powers authority as a non-Federal project 
or if the project fails to meet applicable Federal 
cost-benefit requirements or standards: Provided 

further, That the Secretary shall not provide fi-
nancial assistance towards these studies or 
projects, unless there is a demonstrable Federal 
interest. 

(Pub. L. 113–76, div. D, title II, § 208, Jan. 17, 2014, 
128 Stat. 164.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Environmental Policy Act, referred to 
in text, probably means the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969, Pub. L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat. 
852, which is classified generally to chapter 55 (§ 4321 et 
seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 4321 of Title 42 
and Tables. 

§ 374. Sale of lands acquired in connection with 
irrigation project 

Whenever in the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Interior any lands which have been acquired 
under the provisions of the Act of June seven-
teenth, nineteen hundred and two (Thirty-sec-
ond Statutes, page three hundred and eighty- 
eight), commonly called the ‘‘reclamation Act,’’ 
or under the provisions of any Act amendatory 
thereof or supplementary thereto, for any irri-
gation works contemplated by said reclamation 
Act are not needed for the purposes for which 
they were acquired, said Secretary of the Inte-
rior may cause said lands, together with the im-
provements thereon, to be appraised by three 
disinterested persons, to be appointed by him, 
and thereafter to sell the same for not less than 
the appraised value at public auction to the 
highest bidder, after giving public notice of the 
time and place of sale by posting upon the land 
and by publication for not less than thirty days 

in a newspaper of general circulation in the vi-
cinity of the land. 

Upon payment of the purchase price, the Sec-
retary of the Interior is authorized by appro-
priate deed to convey all the right, title, and in-
terest of the United States of, in, and to said 
lands to the purchaser at said sale, subject, how-
ever, to such reservations, limitations, or condi-
tions as said Secretary may deem proper: Pro-

vided, That not over one hundred and sixty acres 
shall be sold to any one person. 

The moneys derived from the sale of such 
lands shall be covered into the reclamation fund 
and be placed to the credit of the project for 
which such lands had been acquired. 

(Feb. 2, 1911, ch. 32, §§ 1–3, 36 Stat. 895.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June seventeenth, nineteen hundred and two, 
referred to in text, is act June 17, 1902, ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 
388, popularly known as the Reclamation Act, which is 
classified generally to this chapter. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 371 of this title and Tables. 

§ 375. Sale of land improved at expense of rec-
lamation fund 

Whenever in the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Interior any public lands which have been 
withdrawn for or in connection with construc-
tion or operation of reclamation projects under 
the provisions of the Act of June 17, 1902, known 
as the Reclamation Act 1 and Acts amendatory 
thereof and supplementary thereto, which are 
not otherwise reserved and which have been im-
proved by and at the expense of the reclamation 
fund for administration or other like purposes, 
are no longer needed for the purposes for which 
they were withdrawn and improved, the Sec-
retary of the Interior may cause said lands, to-
gether with the improvements thereon, to be ap-
praised by three disinterested persons to be ap-
pointed by him, and thereafter sell the same, for 
not less than the appraised value, at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder, after giving public 
notice of the time and place of sale by posting 
upon the land and by publication for not less 
than thirty days in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the vicinity of the land; not less 
than one-fifth the purchase price shall be paid at 
the time of sale, and the remainder in not more 
than four annual payments with interest at 6 
per centum per annum, payable annually, on de-
ferred payments. 

Upon payment of the purchase price the Sec-
retary of the Interior is authorized, by appro-
priate patent, to convey all the right, title, and 
interest of the United States in and to said lands 
to the purchaser at said sale, subject, however, 
to such reservations, limitations, or conditions 
as said Secretary may deem proper: Provided, 
That not over one hundred and sixty acres shall 
be sold to any one person, and if said lands are 
irrigable under the project in which located they 
shall be sold subject to compliance by the pur-
chaser with all the terms, conditions, and limi-
tations of the reclamation law applicable to 
lands of that character: Provided, That the ac-
cepted bidder must, prior to issuance of patent, 
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