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1 See References in Text note below. 

such assignments made in good faith prior to 
July 24, 1912, shall be recognized under this sec-
tion. 

(July 24, 1912, ch. 251, 37 Stat. 200.) 

SUBCHAPTER VII—EXCHANGE AND 
AMENDMENT OF FARM UNITS 

§ 451. Conditions necessary for exchange; terms; 
credits; rights nonassignable 

Any entryman on an unpatented farm unit on 
a Federal irrigation project which shall be found 
by the Secretary of the Interior, pursuant to a 
land classification, to be insufficient to support 
a family shall be entitled, upon timely applica-
tion to the Secretary to exchange his farm unit 
for another farm unit of unentered public land 
within the same or any other such project, or, 
upon terms and conditions satisfactory to the 
Secretary, for any other available farm unit on 
the same or any other such project. He shall be 
given credit under the homestead laws for resi-
dence, improvement, and cultivation made or 
performed upon the original entry, and if satis-
factory final proof of residence, improvement, 
and cultivation has been made on the original 
entry it shall not be necessary to submit such 
proof upon the lieu entry. Rights under this sub-
chapter shall not be assignable. 

(Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 428, § 1, 67 Stat. 566.) 

§ 451a. Persons eligible for benefits 

The benefits of section 451 of this title shall, 
and those of sections 451b to 451k of this title 
may, be extended by the Secretary to (a) any 
lawful assignee of an unpatented farm unit on a 
Federal irrigation project who took the assign-
ment in good faith not knowing and not having 
reason to believe the farm unit to be insufficient 
to support a family; and (b) any resident owner 
of private lands on any such project whose lands 
shall be found to be insufficient to support a 
family and (i) who, apart from his ownership of 
the lands to be conveyed pursuant to clause (iii) 
hereof and apart from his having previously ex-
hausted his homestead right, if such be the case, 
is eligible to enter unappropriated public lands 
under section 161 1 of this title, (ii) who lawfully 
acquired his lands as an entire farm unit under 
the Federal reclamation laws from the United 
States or, in the case of a widow, widower, heir, 
or devisee, from a spouse or ancestor, as the 
case may be, who so acquired them, and (iii) who 
conveys, free from all encumbrances, to the 
United States all of his lands served by the 
project or such portion thereof as the Secretary 
may designate. 

(Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 428, § 2, 67 Stat. 566.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 161 of this title, referred to in text, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2787. 

The Federal reclamation laws, referred to in par. 
(b)(ii), are identified in section 451i of this title. 

§ 451b. Irrigation construction charges 

(a) Credits to entryman 

If an entryman making an exchange under the 
provisions of this subchapter becomes the direct 
obligor for payment to the United States of irri-
gation construction charges for his lieu farm 
unit or undertakes a contract under which the 
equivalent, in whole or in part, of such charges 
is returned to the United States, the Secretary, 
to the extent to which such charges upon the 
original farm unit or the equivalent thereof 
have actually been paid to the United States or 
to an irrigation district or other form of organi-
zation under contract with the United States, 
may give him credit for such charges upon the 
lieu unit. 

(b) Credits to district; reduction of costs 

If an irrigation district or other form of orga-
nization within the boundaries of which is lo-
cated the lieu farm unit of an entryman making 
an exchange under the provisions of this sub-
chapter is or becomes the direct obligor for pay-
ment to the United States of irrigation con-
struction charges or undertakes or has under-
taken a contract under which the equivalent, in 
whole or in part, of such charges is returned to 
the United States, the Secretary may, to the ex-
tent to which it gives credit to the entryman for 
such charges or the equivalent thereof actually 
paid upon the original farm unit, give the dis-
trict or other form of organization credit for 
payment of such charges. Upon the making of an 
exchange pursuant to the provisions of this sub-
chapter, the Secretary may reduce (i) the reim-
bursable construction costs of the project or di-
vision thereof upon which the original farm unit 
was located by the amount of such costs which 
were properly assignable to the original farm 
unit and which were not then due and payable, 
and (ii) the reimbursable construction costs of 
the project or division thereof upon which the 
lieu farm unit is located by the amount of credit 
which might be given under the provisions of 
this section. 

(c) Extension of benefits to districts 

In any case in which the benefits of this sub-
chapter are extended to an assignee of an un-
patented farm unit or to a resident owner of pri-
vate lands, as provided in subsection (b) of sec-
tion 451a of this title, an appropriate extension 
of benefits may also be made to an irrigation 
district or other form of organization under sub-
section (b) of this section. 

(Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 428, § 3, 67 Stat. 566.) 

§ 451c. Cancellation of charges or liens; credits 

(a) After his approval of any application for an 
exchange as provided in this subchapter, the 
Secretary may cancel and release, in whole or in 
part, any and all charges or liens against the 
entryman or against the relinquished farm unit 
which are within his administrative jurisdic-
tion. In administering the provisions of this sub-
section the Secretary shall take into consider-
ation other charges and liens and the rights and 
interests of other lien holders as to him may 
seem just and equitable. 

(b) An entryman making an exchange under 
the provisions of this subchapter may be given 
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