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STANDARD RULES FOR THE USE OF FORCE FOR SELF- 

DEFENSE OF VESSELS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Pub. L. 111–281, title IX, § 912(c), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 

3017, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 180 days after the 

date of enactment of this act [Oct. 15, 2010], the sec-

retary [sic] of the department in which the coast guard 

[sic] is operating, in consultation with representatives 

of industry and labor, shall develop standard rules for 

the use of force for self-defense of vessels of the United 

States.’’ 

§ 8108. Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory 
Committee 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory 
Committee (in this section referred to as ‘‘the 
Committee’’). The Committee— 

(1) shall act solely in an advisory capacity to 
the Secretary through the Commandant of the 
Coast Guard on matters relating to personnel 
in the United States merchant marine, includ-
ing training, qualifications, certification, doc-
umentation, and fitness standards, and other 
matters as assigned by the Commandant; 

(2) shall review and comment on proposed 
Coast Guard regulations and policies relating 
to personnel in the United States merchant 
marine, including training, qualifications, cer-
tification, documentation, and fitness stand-
ards; 

(3) may be given special assignments by the 
Secretary and may conduct studies, inquiries, 
workshops, and fact finding in consultation 
with individuals and groups in the private sec-
tor and with State or local governments; 

(4) shall advise, consult with, and make rec-
ommendations reflecting its independent judg-
ment to the Secretary; 

(5) shall meet not less than twice each year; 
and 

(6) may make available to Congress recom-
mendations that the Committee makes to the 
Secretary. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall con-

sist of not more than 19 members who are ap-
pointed by and serve terms of a duration de-
termined by the Secretary. Before filling a po-
sition on the Committee, the Secretary shall 
publish a notice in the Federal Register solic-
iting nominations for membership on the 
Committee. 

(2) REQUIRED MEMBERS.—Subject to para-
graph (3), the Secretary shall appoint as mem-
bers of the Committee— 

(A) 9 United States citizens with active li-
censes or certificates issued under chapter 71 
or merchant mariner documents issued 
under chapter 73, including— 

(i) 3 deck officers who represent the 
viewpoint of merchant marine deck offi-
cers, of whom— 

(I) 2 shall be licensed for oceans any 
gross tons; 

(II) 1 shall be licensed for inland river 
route with a limited or unlimited ton-
nage; 

(III) 2 shall have a master’s license or 
a master of towing vessels license; 

(IV) 1 shall have significant tanker ex-
perience; and 

(V) to the extent practicable— 
(aa) 1 shall represent the viewpoint 

of labor; and 
(bb) another shall represent a man-

agement perspective; 

(ii) 3 engineering officers who represent 
the viewpoint of merchant marine engi-
neering officers, of whom— 

(I) 2 shall be licensed as chief engineer 
any horsepower; 

(II) 1 shall be licensed as either a lim-
ited chief engineer or a designated duty 
engineer; and 

(III) to the extent practicable— 
(aa) 1 shall represent a labor view-

point; and 
(bb) another shall represent a man-

agement perspective; 

(iii) 2 unlicensed seamen, of whom— 
(I) 1 shall represent the viewpoint of 

able-bodied seamen; and 
(II) another shall represent the view-

point of qualified members of the engine 
department; and 

(iv) 1 pilot who represents the viewpoint 
of merchant marine pilots; 

(B) 6 marine educators, including— 
(i) 3 marine educators who represent the 

viewpoint of maritime academies, includ-
ing— 

(I) 2 who represent the viewpoint of 
State maritime academies and are joint-
ly recommended by such State maritime 
academies; and 

(II) 1 who represents either the view-
point of the State maritime academies 
or the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy; and 

(ii) 3 marine educators who represent the 
viewpoint of other maritime training in-
stitutions, 1 of whom shall represent the 
viewpoint of the small vessel industry; 

(C) 2 individuals who represent the view-
point of shipping companies employed in 
ship operation management; and 

(D) 2 members who are appointed from the 
general public. 

(3) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall con-
sult with the Secretary of Transportation in 
making an appointment under paragraph 
(2)(B)(i)(II). 

(c) CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN.—The Sec-
retary shall designate one member of the Com-
mittee as the Chairman and one member of the 
Committee as the Vice Chairman. The Vice 
Chairman shall act as Chairman in the absence 
or incapacity of the Chairman, or in the event of 
a vacancy in the office of the Chairman. 

(d) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Committee may es-
tablish and disestablish subcommittees and 
working groups for any purpose consistent with 
this section, subject to conditions imposed by 
the Committee. Members of the Committee and 
additional persons drawn from the general pub-
lic may be assigned to such subcommittees and 
working groups. Only Committee members may 
chair subcommittee or working groups. 
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(e) TERMINATION.—The Committee shall termi-
nate on September 30, 2020. 

(Added Pub. L. 113–281, title III, § 310(a), Dec. 18, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3045.) 

CHAPTER 83—MASTERS AND OFFICERS 

Sec. 

8301. Minimum number of licensed individuals. 

8302. Staff department. 

8303. Service under licenses issued without exam-

ination. 

8304. Implementing the Officers’ Competency Cer-

tificates Convention, 1936. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

For certain vessels of the United States, chapter 83 

prescribes the minimum number of licensed individuals 

(including masters), establishes the staff department 

consisting of medical and clerical personnel, restricts 

service under certain licenses issued without examina-

tion, and implements the Officers’ Competency Certifi-

cates Convention of 1936. 

§ 8301. Minimum number of licensed individuals 

(a) Except as provided in chapter 89 of this 
title and except for a vessel operating only on 
rivers, harbors, lakes (except the Great Lakes), 
bays, sounds, bayous, and canals, a vessel sub-
ject to inspection under chapter 33 of this title 
shall engage a minimum of licensed individuals 
as follows: 

(1) Each of those vessels propelled by ma-
chinery or carrying passengers shall have a li-
censed master. 

(2) A vessel of at least 1,000 gross tons as 
measured under section 14502 of this title, or 
an alternate tonnage measured under section 
14302 of this title as prescribed by the Sec-
retary under section 14104 of this title and pro-
pelled by machinery shall have 3 licensed 
mates, except— 

(A) in the case of a vessel other than a mo-
bile offshore drilling unit, if on a voyage of 
less than 400 miles from port of departure to 
port of final destination, the vessel shall 
have 2 licensed mates; and 

(B) in the case of a mobile offshore drilling 
unit, the vessel shall have licensed individ-
uals as provided by regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary under section 8101 of this title. 

(3) A vessel of at least 200 gross tons but less 
than 1,000 gross tons as measured under sec-
tion 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage 
measured under section 14302 of this title as 
prescribed by the Secretary under section 
14104 of this title and propelled by machinery 
shall have 2 licensed mates. 

(4) A vessel of at least 100 gross tons but less 
than 200 gross tons as measured under section 
14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage 
measured under section 14302 of this title as 
prescribed by the Secretary under section 
14104 of this title and propelled by machinery 
shall have one licensed mate. However, if the 
vessel is on a voyage of more than 24 hours, it 
shall have 2 licensed mates. 

(5) A freight vessel or a passenger vessel of 
at least 300 gross tons as measured under sec-
tion 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage 
measured under section 14302 of this title as 
prescribed by the Secretary under section 

14104 of this title and propelled by machinery 
shall have a licensed engineer. 

(b)(1) An offshore supply vessel of less than 500 
gross tons as measured under section 14502 of 
this title or 6,000 gross tons as measured under 
section 14302 of this title on a voyage of less 
than 600 miles shall have a licensed mate. If the 
vessel is on a voyage of at least 600 miles, how-
ever, the vessel shall have 2 licensed mates. 

(2) An offshore supply vessel of at least 6,000 
gross tons as measured under section 14302 of 
this title on a voyage of less than 600 miles shall 
have at least two licensed mates, provided the 
offshore supply vessel meets the requirements of 
section 8104(g)(2). An offshore supply vessel of at 
least 6,000 gross tons as measured under section 
14302 of this title on a voyage of at least 600 
miles shall have three licensed mates. 

(3) An offshore supply vessel of more than 200 
gross tons as measured under section 14502 of 
this title, or an alternate tonnage measured 
under section 14302 of this title as prescribed by 
the Secretary under section 14104 of this title, 
may not be operated without a licensed engi-
neer. 

(c) Subsection (a) of this section does not 
apply to a fishing or whaling vessel, a mobile 
offshore drilling unit when on location, or a 
yacht. 

(d) The Secretary may— 

(1) suspend any part of this chapter during a 
national emergency proclaimed by the Presi-
dent; and 

(2) increase the number of licensed individ-
uals on a vessel to which this chapter applies 
if, in the Secretary’s judgment, the vessel is 
not sufficiently manned for safe operation. 

(e) The Secretary may prescribe the minimum 
number of licensed individuals for an oil spill re-
sponse vessel. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 550; Pub. L. 
98–557, § 29(c), (d), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2873, 2874; 
Pub. L. 99–640, § 11(d), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3550; 
Pub. L. 100–448, § 7, Sept. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 1842; 
Pub. L. 103–206, title III, § 322(b), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 
Stat. 2428; Pub. L. 104–324, title VII, § 729, title 
XI, § 1104(d), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3940, 3967; 
Pub. L. 111–281, title VI, § 617(c), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 
Stat. 2973.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

8301 .............................................. 46:223 
46:404–1(8) 

Section 8301 prescribes the minimum number of li-

censed individuals on board certain vessels based on the 

vessel’s size or propulsion, length of voyage by distance 

or time, or any combination of these factors. 

Subsection (a) applies to certain merchant and pas-

senger carrying vessels of the United States, each of 

which must have a licensed master regardless of the 

factors listed above. Subsection (b) applies to offshore 

supply vessels. Subsection (c) exempts fishing or whal-

ing vessels or yachts from these requirements. 

Subsection (d) permits the Secretary to suspend any 

part of this chapter during a declared national emer-

gency or to increase the number of licensed individuals 

required by this chapter if required for safe operation 

of a vessel. 
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