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(2) the vessel is documented under the laws 
of the United States; 

(3) the vessel, on the effective date of the 
designation, is— 

(A) at least 1, but not more than 6, years 
old; or 

(B) at least 1, but not more than 11, years 
old if the Secretary finds that suitable ves-
sels are not available to provide the type of 
service for which the vessel will be used 
after the designation; 

(4) the vessel has not previously been des-
ignated as an American Great Lakes vessel; 
and 

(5) the owner makes an agreement as pro-
vided under subsection (b). 

(b) AGREEMENTS.—A vessel may be designated 
as an American Great Lakes vessel only if the 
person that will be the owner of the vessel at the 
time of the designation makes an agreement 
with the Secretary providing that if the Sec-
retary determines that the vessel is necessary to 
the defense of the United States, the United 
States Government will have an exclusive right, 
during the 120-day period following the date of a 
revocation of the designation under section 55335 
of this title, to purchase the vessel for a price 
equal to the greater of— 

(1) the approximate world market value of 
the vessel; or 

(2) the cost of the vessel to the owner less a 
reasonable amount for depreciation. 

(c) CERTAIN FOREIGN DOCUMENTATION AND SALE 
NOT PROHIBITED.—Notwithstanding any other 
law, if the Government does not exercise its 
right of purchase under an agreement under sub-
section (b), the owner of the vessel is not prohib-
ited from— 

(1) documenting the vessel under the laws of 
a foreign country; or 

(2) selling the vessel to a person not a citizen 
of the United States. 

(d) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe regulations establishing requirements for 
submitting applications under this section. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1649.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

55332 .......... 46 App.:1241r. Pub. L. 101–624, title XV, 
§ 1522, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3665. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘for purposes of sections 

1241q to 1241v of this Appendix’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary. 

In subsection (c), before paragraph (1), the words 

‘‘construction and purchase’’ before ‘‘agreement’’ are 

omitted because the source provision for subsection (b) 

does not say anything about construction. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘Not later than 60 days 

after November 28, 1990’’ are omitted as obsolete. 

§ 55333. Exemption from restriction on transport-
ing certain cargo 

The 3-year documentation requirement of sec-
tion 55305(a) of this title does not apply to a ves-
sel designated as an American Great Lakes ves-
sel during the period of its designation. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1649.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

55333 .......... 46 App.:1241q. Pub. L. 101–624, title XV, 
§ 1521, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3665. 

This section is substituted for the source provisions 

to eliminate unnecessary words. 

§ 55334. Restrictions on operations 

(a) PROHIBITIONS.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), an American Great Lakes vessel 
may not be used to— 

(1) engage in trade— 

(A) from a port in the United States that 
is not located on the Great Lakes; or 

(B) between ports in the United States; 

(2) transport bulk cargo (as defined in sec-
tion 40102 of this title) that is subject to sec-
tion 55305 or 55314 of this title or section 2631 
of title 10; or 

(3) provide a service (except ocean freight 
service) as— 

(A) a contract carrier; or 
(B) a common carrier on a fixed advertised 

schedule offering frequent sailings at regular 
intervals in the foreign trade of the United 
States. 

(b) OFF-SEASON EXCEPTION.—An American 
Great Lakes vessel may be used for not more 
than 90 days during any 12-month period to en-
gage in trade prohibited by subsection (a)(1)(A), 
except during the Great Lakes shipping season. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1649.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

55334 .......... 46 App.:1241s. Pub. L. 101–624, title XV, 
§ 1523, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3666. 

§ 55335. Revocations and terminations of des-
ignations 

(a) REVOCATIONS.—After notice and an oppor-
tunity for a hearing, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation may revoke a designation of a vessel as 
an American Great Lakes vessel if the Secretary 
finds that— 

(1) the vessel does not meet a requirement 
for the designation; 

(2) the vessel has been operated in violation 
of this subchapter; or 

(3) the owner or operator of the vessel has 
violated an agreement made under section 
55332(b) of this title. 

(b) TERMINATIONS.—On petition and a showing 
of good cause by the owner of a vessel, the Sec-
retary may terminate the designation of a ves-
sel as an American Great Lakes vessel. The Sec-
retary may impose conditions in a termination 
order to prevent significant adverse effects on 
other operators of vessels of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1650.) 
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

55335 .......... 46 App.:1241t(a), (c). Pub. L. 101–624, title XV, 
§ 1524(a), (c), Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 3667. 

In subsection (a)(3), the words ‘‘construction and pur-

chase’’ before ‘‘agreement’’ are omitted because the 

source provision for section 55332(b) of the revised title 

does not say anything about construction. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘vessels of the United 

States’’ are substituted for ‘‘United States-flag vessel’’ 

for consistency in the revised title. 

§ 55336. Civil penalty 

After notice and an opportunity for a hearing, 
the Secretary of Transportation may impose a 
civil penalty of not more than $1,000,000 on the 
owner of an American Great Lakes vessel for 
any act for which the designation may be re-
voked under section 55335 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1650.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

55336 .......... 46 App.:1241t(b). Pub. L. 101–624, title XV, 
§ 1524(b), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3667. 

CHAPTER 555—MISCELLANEOUS 

Sec. 

55501. United States Committee on the Marine 

Transportation System. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–281, title III, § 301(3), Dec. 18, 2014, 128 

Stat. 3042, added item 55501 and struck out former 

items 55501 ‘‘Mobile trade fairs’’ and 55502 ‘‘United 

States Committee on the Marine Transportation Sys-

tem’’. 

2012—Pub. L. 112–213, title III, § 310(b), Dec. 20, 2012, 

126 Stat. 1568, added item 55502. 

§ 55501. United States Committee on the Marine 
Transportation System 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
United States Committee on the Marine Trans-
portation System (in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘Committee’’). 

(b) PURPOSE.—The Committee shall serve as a 
Federal interagency coordinating committee for 
the purpose of— 

(1) assessing the adequacy of the marine 
transportation system (including ports, water-
ways, channels, and their intermodal connec-
tions); 

(2) promoting the integration of the marine 
transportation system with other modes of 
transportation and other uses of the marine 
environment; and 

(3) coordinating, improving the coordination 
of, and making recommendations with regard 
to Federal policies that impact the marine 
transportation system. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall con-

sist of— 
(A) the Secretary of Transportation; 
(B) the Secretary of Defense; 

(C) the Secretary of Homeland Security; 
(D) the Secretary of Commerce; 
(E) the Secretary of the Treasury; 
(F) the Secretary of State; 
(G) the Secretary of the Interior; 
(H) the Secretary of Agriculture; 
(I) the Attorney General; 
(J) the Secretary of Labor; 
(K) the Secretary of Energy; 
(L) the Administrator of the Environ-

mental Protection Agency; 
(M) the Chairman of the Federal Maritime 

Commission; 
(N) the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff; and 
(O) the head of any other Federal agency 

who a majority of the voting members of the 
Committee determines can further the pur-
pose and activities of the Committee. 

(2) NONVOTING MEMBERS.—The Committee 
may include as many nonvoting members as a 
majority of the voting members of the Com-
mittee determines is appropriate to further 
the purpose and activities of the Committee. 

(d) SUPPORT.— 
(1) COORDINATING BOARD.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—There is hereby estab-
lished, within the Committee, a Coordi-
nating Board. Each member of the Commit-
tee may select a senior level representative 
to serve on such Board. The Board shall as-
sist the Committee in carrying out its pur-
pose and activities. 

(B) CHAIR.—There shall be a Chair of the 
Coordinating Board. The Chair of the Co-
ordinating Board shall rotate each year 
among the Secretary of Transportation, the 
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, and the Secretary of 
Commerce. The order of rotation shall be de-
termined by a majority of the voting mem-
bers of the Committee. 

(2) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The Secretary of 
Transportation, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, and the Secretary of Commerce, 
shall appoint an Executive Director of the 
Committee. 

(3) TRANSFERS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the head of a Federal depart-
ment or agency who is a member of the Com-
mittee may— 

(A) provide, on a reimbursable or nonreim-
bursable basis, facilities, equipment, serv-
ices, personnel, and other support services to 
carry out the activities of the Committee; 
and 

(B) transfer funds to another Federal de-
partment or agency in order to carry out the 
activities of the Committee. 

(e) MARINE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM ASSESS-
MENT AND STRATEGY.—Not later than one year 
after the date of enactment of this Act and 
every 5 years thereafter, the Committee shall 
provide to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation and the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a re-
port that includes— 
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