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ability protection provided by motor carriers that pro-

vide transportation of household goods and revise such 

regulations, if necessary, to provide enhanced protec-

tion in the case of loss or damage. 

‘‘(b) DETERMINATIONS.—The review required by sub-

section (a) shall include a determination of— 

‘‘(1) whether the current regulations provide ade-

quate protection; 

‘‘(2) the benefits of purchase by a shipper of insur-

ance to supplement the carrier’s limitations on li-

ability; and 

‘‘(3) whether there are abuses of the current regula-

tions that leave the shipper unprotected in the event 

of loss and damage to a shipment of household 

goods.’’ 

[For definitions of ‘‘carrier’’, ‘‘household goods’’, 

‘‘motor carrier’’, and ‘‘transportation’’ as used in sec-

tion 4215 of Pub. L. 109–59, set out above, see section 

4202(a) of Pub. L. 109–59, set out as a note under section 

13102 of this title.] 

§ 14707. Private enforcement of registration re-
quirement 

(a) IN GENERAL.—If a person provides transpor-
tation by motor vehicle or service in clear viola-
tion of section 13901–13904 or 13906, a person in-
jured by the transportation or service may bring 
a civil action to enforce any such section. In a 
civil action under this subsection, trial is in the 
judicial district in which the person who vio-
lated that section operates. 

(b) PROCEDURE.—A copy of the complaint in a 
civil action under subsection (a) shall be served 
on the Secretary and a certificate of service 
must appear in the complaint filed with the 
court. The Secretary may intervene in a civil 
action under subsection (a). The Secretary may 
notify the district court in which the action is 
pending that the Secretary intends to consider 
the matter that is the subject of the complaint 
in a proceeding before the Secretary. When that 
notice is filed, the court shall stay further ac-
tion pending disposition of the proceeding before 
the Secretary. 

(c) ATTORNEY’S FEES.—In a civil action under 
subsection (a), the court may determine the 
amount of and award a reasonable attorney’s fee 
to the prevailing party. That fee is in addition 
to costs allowable under the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 103, Dec. 29, 1995, 
109 Stat. 910.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in 

subsec. (c), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, Ju-

diciary and Judicial Procedure. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 11708 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

§ 14708. Dispute settlement program for house-
hold goods carriers 

(a) OFFERING SHIPPERS ARBITRATION.—As a 
condition of registration under section 13902 or 
13903, a carrier providing transportation of 
household goods subject to jurisdiction under 
subchapter I or III of chapter 135 must agree to 
offer in accordance with this section to shippers 
of household goods arbitration as a means of 
settling disputes between such carriers and ship-

pers of household goods concerning damage or 
loss to the household goods transported and to 
determine whether carrier charges, in addition 
to those collected at delivery, must be paid by 
shippers for transportation and services related 
to transportation of household goods. 

(b) ARBITRATION REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) PREVENTION OF SPECIAL ADVANTAGE.—The 

arbitration that is offered must be designed to 
prevent a carrier from having any special ad-
vantage in any case in which the claimant re-
sides or does business at a place distant from 
the carrier’s principal or other place of busi-
ness. 

(2) NOTICE OF ARBITRATION PROCEDURE.—The 
carrier must provide the shipper an adequate 
notice of the availability of neutral arbitra-
tion, including a concise easy-to-read, accu-
rate summary of the arbitration procedure, 
any applicable costs, and disclosure of the 
legal effects of election to utilize arbitration. 
Such notice must be given to persons for 
whom household goods are to be transported 
by the carrier before such goods are tendered 
to the carrier for transportation. 

(3) PROVISION OF FORMS.—Upon request of a 
shipper, the carrier must promptly provide 
such forms and other information as are nec-
essary for initiating an action to resolve a dis-
pute under arbitration. 

(4) INDEPENDENCE OF ARBITRATOR.—Each per-
son authorized to arbitrate or otherwise settle 
disputes must be independent of the parties to 
the dispute and must be capable, as deter-
mined under such regulations as the Secretary 
may issue, to resolve such disputes fairly and 
expeditiously. The carrier must ensure that 
each person chosen to settle the disputes is au-
thorized and able to obtain from the shipper or 
carrier any material and relevant information 
to the extent necessary to carry out a fair and 
expeditious decisionmaking process. 

(5) APPORTIONMENT OF COSTS.—No shipper 
may be charged more than half of the cost for 
instituting an arbitration proceeding that is 
brought under this section. In the decision, 
the arbitrator may determine which party 
shall pay the cost or a portion of the cost of 
the arbitration proceeding, including the cost 
of instituting the proceeding. 

(6) REQUESTS.—The carrier must not require 
the shipper to agree to utilize arbitration 
prior to the time that a dispute arises. If the 
dispute involves a claim for $10,000 or less and 
the shipper requests arbitration, such arbitra-
tion shall be binding on the parties. If the dis-
pute involves a claim for more than $10,000 and 
the shipper requests arbitration, such arbitra-
tion shall be binding on the parties only if the 
carrier agrees to arbitration. 

(7) ORAL PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE.—The 
arbitrator may provide for an oral presen-
tation of a dispute concerning transportation 
of household goods by a party to the dispute 
(or a party’s representative), but such oral 
presentation may be made only if all parties 
to the dispute expressly agree to such presen-
tation and the date, time, and location of such 
presentation. 

(8) DEADLINE FOR DECISION.—The arbitrator 
must, as expeditiously as possible but at least 
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