§24710

‘(1) in Vancouver, Canada, no later than June 1,
2009; and

‘(2) in other areas as determined appropriate by the
Secretary.”

§24710. Long-distance routes

(a) ANNUAL EVALUATION.—Using the financial
and performance metrics developed under sec-
tion 207 of the Passenger Rail Investment and
Improvement Act of 2008, Amtrak shall—

(1) evaluate annually the financial and oper-
ating performance of each long-distance pas-
senger rail route operated by Amtrak; and

(2) rank the overall performance of such
routes for 2008 and identify each long-distance
passenger rail route operated by Amtrak in
2008 according to its overall performance as
belonging to the best performing third of such
routes, the second best performing third of
such routes, or the worst performing third of
such routes.

(b) PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—Am-
trak shall develop and post on its website a per-
formance improvement plan for its long-dis-
tance passenger rail routes to achieve financial
and operating improvements based on the data
collected through the application of the finan-
cial and performance metrics developed under
section 207 of that Act. The plan shall address—

(1) on-time performance;

(2) scheduling, frequency, routes, and stops;

(3) the feasibility of restructuring service
into connected corridor service;

(4) performance-related equipment changes
and capital improvements;

(5) on-board amenities and service, including
food, first class, and sleeping car service;

(6) State or other non-Federal financial con-
tributions;

(7) improving financial performance;

(8) anticipated Federal funding of operating
and capital costs; and

(9) other aspects of Amtrak’s long-distance
passenger rail routes that affect the financial,
competitive, and functional performance of
service on Amtrak’s long-distance passenger
rail routes.

(¢c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Amtrak shall imple-
ment the performance improvement plan devel-
oped under subsection (b)—

(1) beginning in fiscal year 2010 for those
routes identified as being in the worst per-
forming third under subsection (a)(2);

(2) beginning in fiscal year 2011 for those
routes identified as being in the second best
performing third under subsection (a)(2); and

(3) beginning in fiscal year 2012 for those
routes identified as being in the best perform-
ing third under subsection (a)(2).

(d) ENFORCEMENT.—The Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration shall monitor the development, im-
plementation, and outcome of improvement
plans under this section. If the Federal Railroad
Administration determines that Amtrak is not
making reasonable progress in implementing its
performance improvement plan or, after the per-
formance improvement plan is implemented
under subsection (c)(1) in accordance with the
terms of that plan, Amtrak has not achieved the
outcomes it has established for such routes,
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under the plan for any calendar year, the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration—

(1) shall notify Amtrak, the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Transportation, the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives, and the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate of its determination
under this subsection;

(2) shall provide Amtrak with an oppor-
tunity for a hearing with respect to that de-
termination; and

(3) may withhold appropriated funds other-
wise available to Amtrak for the operation of
a route or routes from among the worst per-
forming third of routes currently served by
Amtrak on which Amtrak is not making rea-
sonable progress, other than funds made avail-
able for passenger safety or security measures.

(Added Pub. L. 110432, div. B, title II, §210(a),
Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4918.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 207 of the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008, referred to in subsecs. (a) and
(b), is section 207 of Pub. L. 110432, which is set out in
a note under section 24101 of this title.

§24711. Competitive passenger rail service pilot
program

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of the Passenger
Rail Reform and Investment Act of 2015, the
Secretary of Transportation shall promulgate a
rule to implement a pilot program for competi-
tive selection of eligible petitioners described in
subsection (b)(3) in lieu of Amtrak to operate
not more than 3 long-distance routes (as defined
in section 24102) operated by Amtrak on the date
of enactment of such Act.

(b) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The pilot program shall—

(A) allow a petitioner described in para-
graph (3) to petition the Secretary to pro-
vide intercity rail passenger transportation
over a long-distance route described in sub-
section (a) for an operation period of 4 years
from the date of commencement of service
by the winning bidder and, at the option of
the Secretary, consistent with the rule pro-
mulgated under subsection (a), allow the
contract to be renewed for 1 additional oper-
ation period of 4 years;

(B) require the Secretary to—

(i) notify the petitioner and Amtrak of
receipt of the petition under subparagraph
(A) and to publish in the Federal Register
a notice of receipt not later than 30 days
after the date of receipt;

(ii) establish a deadline, of not more
than 120 days after the notice of receipt is
published in the Federal Register under
clause (i), by which both the petitioner and
Amtrak, if Amtrak chooses to do so, would
be required to submit a complete bid to
provide intercity rail passenger transpor-
tation over the applicable route; and

(iii) upon selecting a winning bid, pub-
lish in the Federal Register the identity of
the winning bidder, the long distance route
that the bidder will operate, a detailed jus-
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