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procedures implemented under subsection
(a)(4), an invoice or a report provided under
subsection (b), implementation or compliance
with the cost allocation methodology devel-
oped under section 209 of the Passenger Rail
Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 (49
U.S.C. 24101 note) or amended under subsection
(a)(6) of this section, either Amtrak or the
State may request that the Surface Transpor-
tation Board conduct dispute resolution under
this subsection.

(2) PROCEDURES.—The Surface Transpor-
tation Board shall establish procedures for
resolution of disputes brought before it under
this subsection, which may include provision
of professional mediation services.

(3) BINDING EFFECT.—A decision of the Sur-
face Transportation Board under this sub-
section shall be binding on the parties to the
dispute.

(4) OBLIGATION.—Nothing in this subsection
shall affect the obligation of a State to pay an
amount not in dispute.

(d) ASSISTANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may provide
assistance to the parties in the course of nego-
tiations for a contract for operation of a
State-supported route.

(2) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—From among
available funds, the Secretary shall provide—

(A) financial assistance to Amtrak or 1 or
more States to perform requested independ-
ent technical analysis of issues before the

Committee; and

(B) administrative expenses that the Sec-
retary determines necessary.

(e) PERFORMANCE METRICS.—In negotiating a
contract for operation of a State-supported
route, Amtrak and the State or States that
sponsor the route shall consider including provi-
sions that provide penalties and incentives for
performance.

(f) STATEMENT OF GOALS AND OBJECTIVES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall de-
velop a statement of goals, objectives, and as-
sociated recommendations concerning the fu-
ture of State-supported routes operated by
Amtrak. The statement shall identify the
roles and responsibilities of Committee mem-
bers and any other relevant entities, such as
host railroads, in meeting the identified goals
and objectives, or carrying out the recom-
mendations. The Committee may consult with
such relevant entities, as the Committee con-
siders appropriate, when developing the state-
ment.

(2) TRANSMISSION OF STATEMENT OF GOALS
AND OBJECTIVES.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of the Passenger Rail
Reform and Investment Act of 2015, the Com-
mittee shall transmit the statement developed
under paragraph (1) to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives.

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The decisions of
the Committee—

(1) shall pertain to the rail operations of

Amtrak and related activities of trains oper-
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ated by Amtrak on State-sponsored routes;
and

(2) shall not pertain to the rail operations or
related activities of services operated by other
rail carriers on State-supported routes.

(h) DEFINITION OF STATE.—In this section, the
term ‘‘State’” means any of the 50 States, in-
cluding the District of Columbia, that sponsor
the operation of trains by Amtrak on a State-
supported route, or a public entity that sponsors
such operation on such a route.

(Added Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title XI, §11204(a),
Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1634.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of the Passenger Rail Reform
and Investment Act of 2015, referred to in subsecs. (a)(1)
and (£)(2), is the date of enactment of title XTI of div. A
of Pub. L. 114-94, which was approved Dec. 4, 2015.

Section 209 of the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008, referred to in subsecs. (a)(1),
(6)(A) and (c)(1), is section 209 of div. B of Pub. L.
110432, which is set out as a note under section 24101 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub.
L. 114-94, set out as an Effective Date of 2015 Amend-
ment note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees.
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AMENDMENTS
2015—Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title XI, §§11302(b),

11305(d)(2), 11306(b)(2), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1651, 1658,
1660, added items 24904 and 24911, redesignated former
item 24904 as 24903, and substituted ‘‘Northeast Corridor
Commission” for ‘‘Northeast Corridor Infrastructure
and Operations Advisory Commission; Safety Commit-
tee” in item 24905.

2008—Pub. L. 110432, div. B, title II, §212(b)(1), title
III, §306(b), Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4924, 4953, amended
item 24905 generally, substituting ‘‘Northeast Corridor
Infrastructure and Operations Advisory Commission;
Safety Committee’ for ‘‘Coordination board and safety
committee’’, and added item 24910.

1997—Pub. L. 105-134, title IV, §405(a), Dec. 2, 1997, 111
Stat. 2586, struck out item 24903 ‘‘Program master plan
for Boston-New York main line”.

§24901. Definitions

In this chapter—

(1) ““final system plan’ means the final sys-
tem plan (including additions) adopted by the
United States Railway Association under the
Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45
U.S.C. 701 et seq.).

180 in original. Does not conform to section catchline.
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(2) ‘‘rail carrier’” means an express carrier
and a rail carrier as defined in section 10102 of
this title, including Amtrak.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 930.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

24901(1) ......
24901(2) ......

(no source).
(no source).

This section is derived from 45:802 for clarity. That
section contains definitions for the Railroad Revital-
ization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (Public Law
94-210, 90 Stat. 33). Title VII of that Act is the source
of the source provisions restated in this chapter. How-
ever, other titles of that Act are not being restated be-
cause they are outside the scope of the restatement.
Therefore, 45:802 is not being restated in this restate-
ment and only the relevant definitions are accounted
for in this chapter.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973, re-
ferred to in par. (1), is Pub. L. 93-236, Jan. 2, 1974, 87
Stat. 985, as amended, which is classified principally to
chapter 16 (§701 et seq.) of Title 45, Railroads. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note set out under section 701 of Title 45 and
Tables.

§24902. Goals and requirements

(a) MANAGING COSTS AND REVENUES.—Amtrak
shall manage its operating costs, pricing poli-
cies, and other factors with the goal of having
revenues derived each fiscal year from providing
intercity rail passenger transportation over the
Northeast Corridor route between the District of
Columbia and Boston, Massachusetts, equal at
least the operating costs of providing that trans-
portation in that fiscal year.

(b) PRIORITIES IN SELECTING AND SCHEDULING
PROJECTS.—When selecting and scheduling spe-
cific projects, Amtrak shall apply the following
considerations, in the following order of prior-
ity:

(1) Safety-related items should be completed
before other items because the safety of the
passengers and users of the Northeast Corridor
is paramount.

(2) Activities that benefit the greatest num-
ber of passengers should be completed before
activities involving fewer passengers.

(3) Reliability of intercity rail passenger
transportation must be emphasized.

(4) Trip-time requirements of this section
must be achieved to the extent compatible
with the priorities referred to in paragraphs
(1)-(3) of this subsection.

(5) Improvements that will pay for the in-
vestment by achieving lower operating or
maintenance costs should be carried out be-
fore other improvements.

(6) Construction operations should be sched-
uled so that the fewest possible passengers are
inconvenienced, transportation is maintained,
and the on-time performance of Northeast
Corridor commuter rail passenger and rail
freight transportation is optimized.

(7) Planning should focus on completing ac-
tivities that will provide immediate benefits
to users of the Northeast Corridor.
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(c) COMPATIBILITY WITH FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
AND PRODUCTION OF MAXIMUM LLABOR BENEFITS.—
Improvements under this section shall be com-
patible with future improvements in transpor-
tation and shall produce the maximum labor
benefit from hiring individuals presently unem-
ployed.

(d) AUTOMATIC TRAIN CONTROL SYSTEMS.—A
train operating on the Northeast Corridor main
line or between the main line and Atlantic City
shall be equipped with an automatic train con-
trol system designed to slow or stop the train in
response to an external signal.

(e) HIGH-SPEED TRANSPORTATION.—If prac-
ticable, Amtrak shall establish intercity rail
passenger transportation in the Northeast Cor-
ridor that carries out section 703(1)(E) of the
Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform
Act of 1976 (Public Law 94-210, 90 Stat. 121).

(f) EQUIPMENT DEVELOPMENT.—Amtrak shall
develop economical and reliable equipment com-
patible with track, operating, and marketing
characteristics of the Northeast Corridor, in-
cluding the capability to meet reliable trip
times under section 703(1)(E) of the Railroad Re-
vitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976
(Public Law 94-210, 90 Stat. 121) in regularly
scheduled revenue transportation in the Cor-
ridor, when the Northeast Corridor improve-
ment program is completed. Amtrak must de-
cide that equipment complies with this sub-
section before buying equipment with financial
assistance of the Government. Amtrak shall
submit a request for an authorization of appro-
priations for production of the equipment.

(g) AGREEMENTS FOR OFF-CORRIDOR ROUTING OF
RAIL FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION.—(1) Amtrak
may make an agreement with a rail freight car-
rier or a regional transportation authority
under which the carrier will carry out an alter-
nate off-corridor routing of rail freight transpor-
tation over rail lines in the Northeast Corridor
between the District of Columbia and New York

metropolitan areas, including intermediate
points. The agreement shall be for at least 5
years.

(2) Amtrak shall apply to the Surface Trans-
portation Board for approval of the agreement
and all related agreements accompanying the
application as soon as the agreement is made. If
the Board finds that approval is necessary to
carry out this chapter, the Board shall approve
the application and related agreements not later
than 90 days after receiving the application.

(3) If an agreement is not made under para-
graph (1) of this subsection, Amtrak, with the
consent of the other parties, may apply to the
Surface Transportation Board. Not later than 90
days after the application, the Board shall de-
cide on the terms of an agreement if it decides
that doing so is necessary to carry out this
chapter. The decision of the Board is binding on
the other parties.

(h) COORDINATION.—(1) The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall coordinate—

(A) transportation programs related to the
Northeast Corridor to ensure that the pro-
grams are integrated and consistent with the
Northeast Corridor improvement program; and

(B) amounts from departments, agencies,
and instrumentalities of the Government to
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