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(B) radar altimeters; and 
(C) devices that perform the function of 

flight data recorders and cockpit voice re-
corders, to the extent feasible. 

(4) Such other matters as the Administrator 
considers appropriate. 

(d) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—In issuing a final 
rule under subsection (b), the Administrator, at 
a minimum, shall provide for the following: 

(1) FLIGHT RISK EVALUATION PROGRAM.—The 
Administrator shall ensure that a part 135 cer-
tificate holder providing helicopter air ambu-
lance services— 

(A) establishes a flight risk evaluation 
program, based on FAA Notice 8000.301 is-
sued by the Administration on August 1, 
2005, including any updates thereto; 

(B) as part of the flight risk evaluation 
program, develops a checklist for use by pi-
lots in determining whether a flight request 
should be accepted; and 

(C) requires the pilots of the certificate 
holder to use the checklist. 

(2) OPERATIONAL CONTROL CENTER.—The Ad-
ministrator shall ensure that a part 135 certifi-
cate holder providing helicopter air ambulance 
services using 10 or more helicopters has an 
operational control center that meets such re-
quirements as the Administrator may pre-
scribe. 

(e) SUBSEQUENT RULEMAKING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon completion of the 

rulemaking required under subsection (b), the 
Administrator shall conduct a follow-on rule-
making to address the following: 

(A) Pilot training standards, including— 
(i) mandatory training requirements, in-

cluding a minimum time for completing 
the training requirements; 

(ii) training subject areas, such as com-
munications procedures and appropriate 
technology use; and 

(iii) establishment of training standards 
in— 

(I) crew resource management; 
(II) flight risk evaluation; 
(III) operational control of the pilot in 

command; and 
(IV) use of flight simulation training 

devices and line-oriented flight training. 

(B) Use of safety equipment that should be 
worn or used by flight crewmembers and 
medical personnel on a flight, including the 
possible use of shoulder harnesses, helmets, 
seatbelts, and fire resistant clothing to en-
hance crash survivability. 

(2) DEADLINES.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of issuance of a final rule under sub-
section (b), the Administrator shall initiate 
the rulemaking under this subsection. 

(3) LIMITATION ON CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subsection shall be construed to require 
the Administrator to propose or finalize any 
rule that would derogate or supersede the rule 
required to be finalized under subsection (b). 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) PART 135.—The term ‘‘part 135’’ means 
part 135 of title 14, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. 

(2) PART 135 CERTIFICATE HOLDER.—The term 
‘‘part 135 certificate holder’’ means a person 
holding an operating certificate issued under 
part 119 of title 14, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, that is authorized to conduct civil heli-
copter air ambulance operations under part 
135. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–95, title III, § 306(a), Feb. 14, 
2012, 126 Stat. 58.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (a)(1), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 112–95, 

which was approved Feb. 14, 2012. 

§ 44731. Collection of data on helicopter air am-
bulance operations 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration shall require a 
part 135 certificate holder providing helicopter 
air ambulance services to submit to the Admin-
istrator, not later than 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this section, and annually there-
after, a report containing, at a minimum, the 
following data: 

(1) The number of helicopters that the cer-
tificate holder uses to provide helicopter air 
ambulance services and the base locations of 
the helicopters. 

(2) The number of flights and hours flown, by 
registration number, during which helicopters 
operated by the certificate holder were provid-
ing helicopter air ambulance services. 

(3) The number of flight requests for a heli-
copter providing air ambulance services that 
were accepted or declined by the certificate 
holder and the type of each such flight request 
(such as scene response, interfacility trans-
port, organ transport, or ferry or repositioning 
flight). 

(4) The number of accidents, if any, involv-
ing helicopters operated by the certificate 
holder while providing air ambulance services 
and a description of the accidents. 

(5) The number of flights and hours flown 
under instrument flight rules by helicopters 
operated by the certificate holder while pro-
viding air ambulance services. 

(6) The time of day of each flight flown by 
helicopters operated by the certificate holder 
while providing air ambulance services. 

(7) The number of incidents, if any, in which 
a helicopter was not directly dispatched and 
arrived to transport patients but was not uti-
lized for patient transport. 

(b) REPORTING PERIOD.—Data contained in a 
report submitted by a part 135 certificate holder 
under subsection (a) shall relate to such report-
ing period as the Administrator determines ap-
propriate. 

(c) DATABASE.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall develop a method to collect 
and store the data collected under subsection 
(a), including a method to protect the confiden-
tiality of any trade secret or proprietary infor-
mation provided in response to this section. 

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, and annually thereafter, the Administrator 
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shall submit to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a re-
port containing a summary of the data collected 
under subsection (a). 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms 
‘‘part 135’’ and ‘‘part 135 certificate holder’’ have 
the meanings given such terms in section 44730. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–95, title III, § 306(a), Feb. 14, 
2012, 126 Stat. 60.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsecs. (a), (c), and (d), is the date of enactment of 

Pub. L. 112–95, which was approved Feb. 14, 2012. 

§ 44732. Prohibition on personal use of electronic 
devices on flight deck 

(a) IN GENERAL.—It is unlawful for a flight 
crewmember of an aircraft used to provide air 
transportation under part 121 of title 14, Code of 
Federal Regulations, to use a personal wireless 
communications device or laptop computer 
while at the flight crewmember’s duty station 
on the flight deck of such an aircraft while the 
aircraft is being operated. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not 
apply to the use of a personal wireless commu-
nications device or laptop computer for a pur-
pose directly related to operation of the air-
craft, or for emergency, safety-related, or em-
ployment-related communications, in accord-
ance with procedures established by the air car-
rier and the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. 

(c) ENFORCEMENT.—In addition to the penalties 
provided under section 46301 applicable to any 
violation of this section, the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration may en-
force compliance with this section under section 
44709 by amending, modifying, suspending, or re-
voking a certificate under this chapter. 

(d) PERSONAL WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DE-
VICE DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘per-
sonal wireless communications device’’ means a 
device through which personal wireless services 
(as defined in section 332(c)(7)(C)(i) of the Com-
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 332(c)(7)(C)(i))) 
are transmitted. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–95, title III, § 307(a), Feb. 14, 
2012, 126 Stat. 61.) 

REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 112–95, title III, § 307(d), Feb. 14, 2012, 126 Stat. 

62, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 90 days after the date 

of enactment of this Act [Feb. 14, 2012], the Adminis-

trator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall ini-

tiate a rulemaking procedure for regulations to carry 

out section 44732 of title 49, United States Code (as 

added by this section), and shall issue a final rule 

thereunder not later than 2 years after the date of en-

actment of this Act.’’ 

§ 44733. Inspection of repair stations located out-
side the United States 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this section, the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion shall establish and implement a safety as-
sessment system for all part 145 repair stations 

based on the type, scope, and complexity of 
work being performed. The system shall— 

(1) ensure that repair stations located out-
side the United States are subject to appro-
priate inspections based on identified risks 
and consistent with existing United States re-
quirements; 

(2) consider inspection results and findings 
submitted by foreign civil aviation authorities 
operating under a maintenance safety or 
maintenance implementation agreement with 
the United States; and 

(3) require all maintenance safety or mainte-
nance implementation agreements to provide 
an opportunity for the Administration to con-
duct independent inspections of covered part 
145 repair stations when safety concerns war-
rant such inspections. 

(b) NOTICE TO CONGRESS OF NEGOTIATIONS.— 
The Administrator shall notify the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives not later than 30 days after initiat-
ing formal negotiations with foreign aviation 
authorities or other appropriate foreign govern-
ment agencies on a new maintenance safety or 
maintenance implementation agreement. 

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Administrator shall 
publish an annual report on the Administra-
tion’s oversight of part 145 repair stations and 
implementation of the safety assessment system 
required under subsection (a). The report shall— 

(1) describe in detail any improvements in 
the Administration’s ability to identify and 
track where part 121 air carrier repair work is 
performed; 

(2) include a staffing model to determine the 
best placement of inspectors and the number 
of inspectors needed; 

(3) describe the training provided to inspec-
tors; and 

(4) include an assessment of the quality of 
monitoring and surveillance by the Adminis-
tration of work performed by its inspectors 
and the inspectors of foreign authorities oper-
ating under a maintenance safety or mainte-
nance implementation agreement. 

(d) ALCOHOL AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 
TESTING PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Transportation, acting joint-
ly, shall request the governments of foreign 
countries that are members of the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization to estab-
lish international standards for alcohol and 
controlled substances testing of persons that 
perform safety-sensitive maintenance func-
tions on commercial air carrier aircraft. 

(2) APPLICATION TO PART 121 AIRCRAFT WORK.— 
Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this section, the Administrator shall 
promulgate a proposed rule requiring that all 
part 145 repair station employees responsible 
for safety-sensitive maintenance functions on 
part 121 air carrier aircraft are subject to an 
alcohol and controlled substances testing pro-
gram determined acceptable by the Adminis-
trator and consistent with the applicable laws 
of the country in which the repair station is 
located. 
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