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charging the responsibility of the Department of 
Agriculture in connection with surplus agricul-
tural commodities, research, and other author-
ized activities, and to assist in providing an ade-
quate supply of alcohol and other products pro-
duced from agricultural commodities necessary 
for the national defense, (1) the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation, as successor to Defense 
Plant Corporation, shall transfer, without re-
gard to the provisions of the Surplus Property 
Act of 1944 and without reimbursement or trans-
fer of funds, to the Secretary of Agriculture all 
of its right, title, and interest in and to the alco-
hol plant established and constructed by De-
fense Plant Corporation at Muscatine, Iowa, the 
property, together with the equipment, records, 
facilities, and other property appurtenant there-
to; and (2) the War Assets Administration shall 
transfer to the Secretary of Agriculture without 
regard to the provisions of the Surplus Property 
Act of 1944 and without reimbursement or trans-
fer of funds the alcohol plants at Kansas City, 
Missouri, and Omaha, Nebraska, together with 
the land, equipment, facilities, and other prop-
erty appurtenant thereto. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 1, 62 Stat. 1234.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Surplus Property Act of 1944, referred to in text, 
is act Oct. 3, 1944, ch. 479, 58 Stat. 765, which was classi-
fied principally to sections 1611 to 1646 of the former 
Appendix to Title 50, War and National Defense, and 
was repealed effective July 1, 1949, with the exception 
of sections 1622, 1631, 1637, and 1641 of the former Appen-
dix to Title 50, by act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title VI, 
§ 602(a)(1), 63 Stat. 399, renumbered Sept. 5, 1950, ch. 849, 
§ 6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583. Sections 1622 and 1641 were par-
tially repealed by the 1949 act, and section 1622 was edi-
torially reclassified and is set out as a note under sec-
tion 545 of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and 
Works. Section 1622(g) was repealed and reenacted as 
sections 47151 to 47153 of Title 49, Transportation, by 
Pub. L. 103–272, §§ 1(e), 7(b), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1278–1280, 1379. Section 1631 was repealed by act June 7, 
1939, ch. 190, § 6(e), as added by act July 23, 1946, ch. 590, 
60 Stat. 599, and is covered by sections 98 et seq. of Title 
50. Section 1637 was repealed by act June 25, 1948, ch. 
645, § 21, 62 Stat. 862, eff. Sept. 1, 1948, and is covered by 
section 3287 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 
Provisions of section 1641 not repealed by the 1949 act 
were repealed by Pub. L. 87–256, § 111(a)(1), Sept. 21, 1961, 
75 Stat. 538, and are covered by chapter 33 (§ 2451 et seq.) 
of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. The pro-
visions of the Surplus Property Act of 1944 originally 
repealed by the 1949 act are covered by provisions of the 
1949 act which were classified to chapter 10 (§ 471 et 
seq.) of former Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and 
Works, and which were repealed and reenacted by Pub. 
L. 107–217, §§ 1, 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1062, 1304, as 
chapters 1 to 11 of Title 40. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

Functions, property, records, etc., of War Assets Ad-
ministration transferred to Administrator of General 
Services and War Assets Administration abolished by 
act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, § 105, 63 Stat. 381. 

ABOLITION OF RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION 

Section 6(a) of 1957 Reorg. Plan No. 1, eff. June 30, 
1957, 22 F.R. 4633, 71 Stat. 647, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 439a. Powers and duties of Secretary of Agri-
culture 

In carrying out the purposes of sections 439 to 
439e of this title the Secretary is authorized, 
upon such terms and conditions as he deems rea-
sonable, and notwithstanding the provisions of 
any other law— 

(a) to provide for the operation of such 
plants by lease or other arrangement; 

(b) to operate such plants, where operation 
by others will not, in the judgment of the Sec-
retary, accomplish the purpose of sections 439 
to 439e of this title. 

Such plants may be operated in the furtherance 
of any authorized activities of the Department 
of Agriculture, and any lease, or other arrange-
ment may be upon such terms and conditions as 
to result in the plant being operated for such 
purposes. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 2, 62 Stat. 1234.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 439b. Recommendations to Congress for dis-
continuance of plants 

Whenever the Secretary finds that the oper-
ation of any plant or plants as provided in sec-
tions 439 to 439e of this title is no longer nec-
essary or desirable, he shall report such fact to 
Congress with his recommendations for the dis-
position thereof. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 3, 62 Stat. 1235.) 

§ 439c. Construction of additional facilities; ac-
quisition of property; incurment of expenses; 
rules and regulations 

For the purposes of sections 439 to 439e of this 
title, the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized 
(a) to construct and provide additional facilities 
and equipment necessary to the operation of 
such plants, and to maintain, repair, and alter 
such plants; (b) to acquire property or rights or 
interest therein by purchase, lease, gift, trans-
fer, condemnation, or otherwise; (c) to incur 
necessary administrative expenses, including 
personal services; and (d) to make such rules 
and regulations as may be necessary to carry 
out the purposes of said sections. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 4, 62 Stat. 1235.) 

§ 439d. Assumption of obligations of Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation covering Musca-
tine, Iowa, plant 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall assume all 
obligations of the Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration covering operations of the Muscatine, 
Iowa, plant, equipment, facilities, and appur-
tenant property outstanding at the date of 
transfer. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 5, 62 Stat. 1235.) 

ABOLITION OF RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION 

Section 6(a) of 1957 Reorg. Plan No. 1, eff. June 30, 
1957, 22 F.R. 4633, 71 Stat. 647, set out in the Appendix 
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