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§ 581. Standards of export; establishment; ship-
ping without certificate forbidden; hearings 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ship or 
offer for shipment or for any carrier, or any 
steamship company, or any person to transport 
or receive for transportation to any foreign des-
tination, except as provided in this chapter, any 
apples in packages which are not accompanied 
by a certificate issued under authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture showing that such ap-
ples are of a Federal or State grade which meets 
the minimum of quality established by the Sec-
retary for shipment in export. The Secretary is 
authorized to prescribe, by regulations, the re-
quirements, other than those of grade, which the 
fruit must meet before certificates are issued. 
The Secretary shall provide opportunity, by 
public hearing or otherwise, for interested per-
sons to examine and make recommendation 
with respect to any standard of export proposed 
to be established or designated, or regulation 
prescribed, by the Secretary for the purposes of 
this chapter. 

(June 10, 1933, ch. 59, § 1, 48 Stat. 123; Pub. L. 
106–96, § 1(c), Nov. 12, 1999, 113 Stat. 1321.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pub. L. 106–96 struck out ‘‘and/or pears’’ after 
‘‘any apples’’ and ‘‘or pears’’ after ‘‘such apples’’. 

SHORT TITLE 

Act June 10, 1933, ch. 59, § 11, as added by Pub. L. 
106–96, § 1(a), Nov. 12, 1999, 113 Stat. 1321, provided that: 
‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as the 
‘Export Apple Act’.’’. 

§ 582. Notice of establishment of standards; ship-
ments under contracts made before adoption 
of standards 

The Secretary shall give reasonable notice 
through one or more trade papers of the effec-
tive date of standards of export established or 
designated by him under this chapter: Provided, 
That any apples may be certified and shipped for 
export in fulfillment of any contract made with-
in six months prior to the date of such shipment 
if the terms of such contract were in accordance 
with the grades and regulations of the Secretary 
in effect at the time the contract was made. 

(June 10, 1933, ch. 59, § 2, 48 Stat. 123; Pub. L. 
106–96, § 1(c)(2), Nov. 12, 1999, 113 Stat. 1321.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pub. L. 106–96 struck out ‘‘or pears’’ after ‘‘any 
apples’’. 

§ 583. Foreign standards; certification of compli-
ance 

Where the government of the country to which 
the shipment is to be made has standards or re-
quirements as to condition of apples, the Sec-
retary may in addition to inspection and certifi-
cation for compliance with the standards estab-
lished or designated hereunder inspect and cer-
tify for determination as to compliance with the 
standards or requirements of such foreign gov-
ernment and may provide for special certificates 
in such cases. 

(June 10, 1933, ch. 59, § 3, 48 Stat. 124; Pub. L. 
106–96, § 1(c)(2), Nov. 12, 1999, 113 Stat. 1321.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pub. L. 106–96 struck out ‘‘or pears’’ after ‘‘of 
apples’’. 

§ 584. Exemptions 

(a) In general 

Apples in less than carload lots as defined by 
the Secretary may, in his discretion, be shipped 
to any foreign country without complying with 
the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Bulk containers 

Apples may be shipped to Canada in bulk con-
tainers without complying with the provisions 
of this chapter. 

(June 10, 1933, ch. 59, § 4, 48 Stat. 124; Pub. L. 
106–96, § 1(c)(2), Nov. 12, 1999, 113 Stat. 1321; Pub. 
L. 113–79, title X, § 10009(a), Feb. 7, 2014, 128 Stat. 
949.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–79 inserted section catchline, des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a), inserted 
heading, and added subsec. (b). 

1999—Pub. L. 106–96 struck out ‘‘or pears’’ after ‘‘Ap-
ples’’. 

REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 113–79, title X, § 10009(c), Feb. 7, 2014, 128 Stat. 
949, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 60 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act [Feb. 7, 2014], the Sec-
retary [of Agriculture] shall issue regulations to carry 
out the amendments made by this section [amending 
this section and section 589 of this title].’’ 

§ 585. Fees for inspection and certification; cer-
tificates as prima facie evidence 

For inspecting and certifying the grade, qual-
ity, and/or condition of apples, the Secretary 
shall cause to be collected a reasonable fee 
which shall as nearly as may be cover the cost 
of the service rendered: Provided, That when co-
operative arrangements satisfactory to the Sec-
retary, or his designated representative, for car-
rying out the purposes of this chapter cannot be 
made the fees collected hereunder in such cases 
shall be available until expended to defray the 
cost of the service rendered, and in such cases 
the limitations on the amounts expended for the 
purchase and maintenance of motor-propelled 
passenger-carrying vehicles shall not be applica-
ble: Provided further, That certificates issued by 
the authorized agents of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture shall be received in all 
courts of the United States as prima facie evi-
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