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§ 2261. Credit of donations and proceeds from ex-
hibitions to appropriations concerned with 
foreign market development programs 

In the conduct of foreign market development 
programs, the Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to credit contributions from individ-
uals, firms, associations, agencies, and other 
groups, and the proceeds received from space 
rentals, and sales of products and materials at 
exhibitions, to the appropriations charged with 
the cost of acquiring such space, products, and 
materials. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title II, § 203, Aug. 8, 1961, 75 Stat. 
307.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 577 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2262. Employee liability insurance on motor ve-
hicles in foreign countries 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
obtain insurance to cover the liability of any 
employee of the Department of Agriculture for 
damage to or loss of property or personal injury 
or death caused by the act or omission of any 
such employee while acting within the scope of 
his office or employment and while operating a 
motor vehicle belonging to the United States in 
a foreign country. 

(Pub. L. 89–106, § 3, Aug. 4, 1965, 79 Stat. 431.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 578 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2262a. Overseas tort claims 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of Agriculture may pay a tort 
claim in the manner authorized by section 2672 
of title 28, if the claim arises outside the United 
States in connection with activities of individ-
uals who are performing services for the Sec-
retary. 

(b) Period for presentation of claim 

A claim may not be allowed under this section 
unless the claim is presented in writing to the 
Secretary of Agriculture within 2 years after the 
date on which the claim accrues. 

(c) Finality 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
an award or denial of a claim by the Secretary 
of Agriculture under this section is final. 

(Pub. L. 104–127, title IX, § 920, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1191.) 

§ 2263. Transfer of funds 

Subject to limitations applicable with respect 
to each appropriation concerned, each appro-
priation available to the Department of Agri-
culture may be charged, at any time during a 
fiscal year, for the benefit of any other appro-
priation available to the Department, for the 

purpose of financing the procurement of mate-
rials and services, or financing activities or 
other costs, for which funds are available both 
in the financing appropriation so charged and in 
the appropriation so benefited; except that such 
expenses so financed shall be charged on a final 
basis, as of a date not later than the close of 
such fiscal year, to the appropriations so bene-
fited, with appropriate credit to the financing 
appropriation. 

(Pub. L. 89–106, § 8, Aug. 4, 1965, 79 Stat. 432.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 579 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2264. National Agricultural Library; acceptance 
of gifts, bequests, or devises; conditional gifts 

The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby author-
ized to accept, receive, hold, and administer on 
behalf of the United States gifts, bequests, or 
devises of real and personal property made un-
conditionally for the benefit of the National Ag-
ricultural Library or for the carrying out of any 
of its functions. Conditional gifts may be ac-
cepted and used in accordance with their provi-
sions provided that no gift may be accepted 
which is conditioned on any expenditure not to 
be met therefrom or from the income thereof 
unless such expenditure has been approved by 
Act of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 91–591, § 2, Dec. 28, 1970, 84 Stat. 1588.) 

§ 2265. Deposit of money accepted for benefit of 
National Agricultural Library; disbursement 

Any gift of money accepted pursuant to the 
authority granted in section 2264 of this title, or 
the net proceeds from the liquidation of any 
other property so accepted, or the proceeds of 
any insurance on any gift property not used for 
its restoration shall be deposited in the Treas-
ury of the United States for credit to a separate 
account and shall be disbursed upon order of the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 91–591, § 3, Dec. 28, 1970, 84 Stat. 1588.) 

§ 2266. Congressional reaffirmation of policy to 
foster and encourage family farms 

(a) Congress reaffirms the historical policy of 
the United States to foster and encourage the 
family farm system of agriculture in this coun-
try. Congress believes that the maintenance of 
the family farm system of agriculture is essen-
tial to the social well-being of the Nation and 
the competitive production of adequate supplies 
of food and fiber. Congress further believes that 
any significant expansion of nonfamily owned 
large-scale corporate farming enterprises will be 
detrimental to the national welfare. It is neither 
the policy nor the intent of Congress that agri-
cultural and agriculture-related programs be ad-
ministered exclusively for family farm oper-
ations, but it is the policy and the express in-
tent of Congress that no such program be admin-
istered in a manner that will place the family 
farm operation at an unfair economic disadvan-
tage. 
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(b) Omitted 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title I, § 102, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 918; Pub. L. 97–98, title XVI, § 1608, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1347; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, 
§ 1441, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1560.) 

CODIFICATION 

Subsection (b), which required the Secretary of Agri-
culture to submit an annual report to Congress on 
trends in family farm operations and comprehensive 
national and State-by-State data on nonfamily farm 
operations in the United States, terminated, effective 
May 15, 2000, pursuant to section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, 
as amended, set out as a note under section 1113 of 
Title 31, Money and Finance. See, also, page 44 of House 
Document No. 103–7. 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–198 designated first and 
second sentences as pars. (1) and (2), respectively, and 
amended par. (2), as so designated, generally. Prior to 
redesignation and amendment, second sentence read as 
follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall also include in each such 
report (1) information on how existing agricultural and 
agriculture-related programs are being administered to 
enhance and strengthen the family farm system of agri-
culture in the United States, (2) an assessment of how 
tax, credit, and other Federal laws may encourage the 
growth of nonfamily farm operations and investment in 
agriculture by nonfamily farm interests, both foreign 
and domestic, and (3) such other information as the 
Secretary deems appropriate or determines would aid 
Congress in protecting, preserving, and strengthening 
the family farm system of agriculture in the United 
States.’’ 

1981—Pub. L. 97–98 substantially reenacted existing 
provisions, and inserted reference to tax and credit 
laws, and investment in agriculture by nonfamily farm 
interests, foreign and domestic. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of Pub. 
L. 95–113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amend-
ment note under section 1307 of this title. 

STUDY OF IMPACT OF PROHIBITIONS ON PAYMENTS TO 
CERTAIN CORPORATIONS UNDER WHEAT, FEED GRAINS, 
COTTON, AND RICE PROGRAMS; REPORT BY JANUARY 
1, 1979 

Pub. L. 95–113, title I, § 103, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 919, 
provided that in furtherance of the policy stated in sec-
tion 102 of this Act [this section], the Secretary of Ag-
riculture was to conduct a study and report to Congress 
no later than January 1, 1979, on the impact on partici-
pation in the wheat, feed grain, cotton, and rice pro-
grams and the production of such commodities in car-
rying out a statutory provision such as that included in 
the Food and Agriculture Act of 1977, as passed by the 
Senate on May 24, 1977 [see Short Title of 1977 Amend-
ment note set out under section 1281 of this title], pro-
hibiting the making of payments to certain corpora-
tions and other entities under such programs, which 
study was to assess the impact of extending the prohi-
bition against making commodity program payments 
to tenants on land owned by such corporations and 
other entities which would be excluded from payments 
under such a provision, and was to utilize the informa-
tion on commodity program payments compiled by the 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service in 
determining payment eligibility under section 101 of 
the Agricultural Act of 1970, as amended [section 1307 of 
this title], and section 101 of this Act [section 1308 of 

this title]. The Secretary was authorized to collect 
such other information as necessary to determine the 
impact of such a statutory provision and to identify 
the number and characteristics of producers that would 
be affected by such a provision. 

§ 2267. Repealed. Pub. L. 100–387, title I, 
§ 101(b)(1), Aug. 11, 1988, 102 Stat. 931 

Section, Pub. L. 95–113, title XI, § 1105, Sept. 29, 1977, 
91 Stat. 955; Pub. L. 97–98, title XI, § 1111(b), Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1267; Pub. L. 99–198, title XVII, § 1763(a), 
Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1651, related to an emergency feed 
program. See section 1471 et seq. of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective 15 days after Aug. 11, 1988, see sec-
tion 101(c)(1) of Pub. L. 100–387, set out as an Effective 
and Termination Dates of 1988 Amendment note under 
section 1427 of this title. 

§ 2268. Public lands; relinquishment 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary of Agriculture may, whenever he 
considers it desirable, relinquish to a State all 
or part of the legislative jurisdiction of the 
United States over lands or interests under his 
control in that State. Relinquishment of legisla-
tive jurisdiction under this section may be ac-
complished (1) by filing with the Governor of the 
State concerned a notice of relinquishment to 
take effect upon acceptance thereof, or (2) as the 
laws of the State may otherwise provide. 

(Pub. L. 95–441, Oct. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 1064.) 

§ 2269. Gifts of property; acceptance and admin-
istration by Secretary of Agriculture; Federal 
tax law consideration; separate fund in 
Treasury; regulations 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to ac-
cept, receive, hold, utilize, and administer on be-
half of the United States gifts, bequests, or de-
vises of real and personal property made for the 
benefit of the United States Department of Agri-
culture or for the carrying out of any of its func-
tions. For the purposes of the Federal income, 
estate, and gift tax laws, property accepted 
under the authority of this section shall be con-
sidered as a gift, bequest, or devise to the United 
States. Any gift of money accepted pursuant to 
the authority granted in this section, or the net 
proceeds from the liquidation of any property so 
accepted, or the proceeds of any insurance on 
any gift property not used for its restoration 
shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States for credit to a separate fund and shall be 
disbursed upon order of the Secretary of Agri-
culture. The Secretary of Agriculture may pro-
mulgate regulations to carry out the provisions 
of this section. 

(Pub. L. 95–442, Oct. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 1065.) 

§ 2270. Authority of Office of Inspector General 

Any person who is employed in the Office of 
the Inspector General, Department of Agri-
culture, who conducts investigations of alleged 
or suspected felony criminal violations of stat-
utes, including but not limited to the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 [7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.], ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Agriculture or 
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