
Page 1652 TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE § 5673 

§ 5673. Contracting authority to expand agricul-
tural export markets 

(a) In general 

The Secretary may contract with individuals 
for services to be performed outside the United 
States as the Secretary determines necessary or 
appropriate for carrying out programs and ac-
tivities to maintain, develop, or enhance export 
markets for United States agricultural commod-
ities and products. 

(b) Not employees of United States 

Individuals referred to in subsection (a) shall 
not be regarded as officers or employees of the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 95–501, title IV, § 413, as added Pub. L. 
101–624, title XV, § 1531, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 
3685.) 

§ 5674. Trade consultations concerning imports 

(a) Consultation between agencies 

The Secretary shall require consultation be-
tween the Administrator of the Service and the 
heads of other appropriate agencies and offices 
of the Department of Agriculture, including the 
Administrator of the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, prior to relaxing or remov-
ing any restriction on the importation of any 
agricultural commodity into the United States. 

(b) Consultation with Trade Representative 

The Secretary shall consult with the United 
States Trade Representative prior to relaxing or 
removing any restriction on the importation of 
any agricultural commodity or a product there-
of into the United States. 

(c) Monitoring compliance with sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures 

The Secretary shall monitor the compliance of 
World Trade Organization member countries 
with the sanitary and phytosanitary measures 
of the Agreement on Agriculture of the Uruguay 
Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. If the 
Secretary has reason to believe that any coun-
try may have failed to meet the commitment on 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures under the 
Agreement in a manner that adversely impacts 
the exports of a United States agricultural com-
modity, the Secretary shall— 

(1) provide such information to the United 
States Trade Representative of the circum-
stances surrounding the matter arising under 
this subsection; and 

(2) with respect to any such circumstances 
that the Secretary considers to have a con-
tinuing adverse effect on United States agri-
cultural exports, report to the Committee on 
Agriculture, and the Committee on Ways and 
Means, of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry, and the Committee on Finance, of 
the Senate— 

(A) that a country may have failed to meet 
the sanitary and phytosanitary commit-
ments; and 

(B) any notice given by the Secretary to 
the United States Trade Representative. 

(Pub. L. 95–501, title IV, § 414, as added Pub. L. 
101–624, title XV, § 1531, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 

3685; amended Pub. L. 104–127, title II, § 242(b), 
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 965.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–127 added subsec. (c). 

§ 5675. Technical assistance in trade negotiations 

The Secretary shall provide technical services 
to the United States Trade Representative on 
matters pertaining to agricultural trade and 
with respect to international negotiations on is-
sues related to agricultural trade. 

(Pub. L. 95–501, title IV, § 415, as added Pub. L. 
101–624, title XV, § 1531, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 
3685.) 

§ 5676. Limitation on use of certain export pro-
motion programs 

(a) In general 

The Secretary may provide that a person shall 
be ineligible for participation in an export pro-
gram established under title I of the Food for 
Peace Act [7 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.], or in any other 
export credit, credit guarantee, bonus, or other 
export program carried out through, or adminis-
tered by, the Commodity Credit Corporation or 
carried out with funds made available pursuant 
to section 612c of this title with respect to the 
export of any agricultural commodity or prod-
uct that has been or will be used as the basis for 
a claim of a refund, as drawback, pursuant to 
section 1313(j)(2) of title 19, of any duty, tax, or 
fee imposed under Federal law on an imported 
commodity or product. 

(b) Vegetable oil 

A person shall be ineligible for participation 
in any of the export programs referred to in sub-
section (a) with respect to the export of vegeta-
ble oil or a vegetable oil product that has been 
or will be used as the basis for a claim of a re-
fund, as a drawback, pursuant to section 1313 of 
title 19, of any duty, tax, or fee imposed under 
Federal law on an imported commodity or prod-
uct. 

(c) Certification 

If the Secretary takes action under the au-
thority granted under subsection (a), a person 
applying to export any agricultural commodity 
under the export programs referred to in sub-
section (a) shall certify that none of the com-
modity has been or will be used as the basis of 
a claim for any refund specified in subsection 
(a), except that regardless of whether the Sec-
retary takes action under the authority granted 
under subsection (a), a person applying to export 
any vegetable oil or vegetable oil product under 
such programs shall certify that none of the 
vegetable oil or vegetable oil product has been 
or will be used as the basis of a claim for any re-
fund specified in subsection (b). 

(d) Regulations 

The Secretary shall promulgate regulations to 
carry out this section. 

(e) Applicability 

This section shall not apply to quantities of 
agricultural commodities and products with re-
spect to which an exporter has entered into a 
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