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1962—Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 203, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 
Stat. 519, added item for chapter 4. 

CHAPTER 1—DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 

101. Definitions. 

§ 101. Definitions 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The following definitions 
apply in this title: 

(1) The term ‘‘United States’’, in a geo-
graphic sense, means the States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

[(2) Repealed. Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title X, 
§ 1057(a)(1), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3440.] 

(3) The term ‘‘possessions’’ includes the Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 
Guano Islands, so long as they remain posses-
sions, but does not include any Common-
wealth. 

(4) The term ‘‘armed forces’’ means the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and 
Coast Guard. 

(5) The term ‘‘uniformed services’’ means— 
(A) the armed forces; 
(B) the commissioned corps of the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion; and 

(C) the commissioned corps of the Public 
Health Service. 

(6) The term ‘‘department’’, when used with 
respect to a military department, means the 
executive part of the department and all field 
headquarters, forces, reserve components, in-
stallations, activities, and functions under the 
control or supervision of the Secretary of the 
department. When used with respect to the De-
partment of Defense, such term means the ex-
ecutive part of the department, including the 
executive parts of the military departments, 
and all field headquarters, forces, reserve com-
ponents, installations, activities, and func-
tions under the control or supervision of the 
Secretary of Defense, including those of the 
military departments. 

(7) The term ‘‘executive part of the depart-
ment’’ means the executive part of the Depart-
ment of Defense, Department of the Army, De-
partment of the Navy, or Department of the 
Air Force, as the case may be, at the seat of 
government. 

(8) The term ‘‘military departments’’ means 
the Department of the Army, the Department 
of the Navy, and the Department of the Air 
Force. 

(9) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ means— 
(A) the Secretary of the Army, with re-

spect to matters concerning the Army; 
(B) the Secretary of the Navy, with respect 

to matters concerning the Navy, the Marine 
Corps, and the Coast Guard when it is oper-
ating as a service in the Department of the 
Navy; 

(C) the Secretary of the Air Force, with re-
spect to matters concerning the Air Force; 
and 

(D) the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
with respect to matters concerning the 
Coast Guard when it is not operating as a 
service in the Department of the Navy. 

(10) The term ‘‘service acquisition execu-
tive’’ means the civilian official within a mili-
tary department who is designated as the serv-
ice acquisition executive for purposes of regu-
lations and procedures providing for a service 
acquisition executive for that military depart-
ment. 

(11) The term ‘‘Defense Agency’’ means an 
organizational entity of the Department of 
Defense— 

(A) that is established by the Secretary of 
Defense under section 191 of this title (or 
under the second sentence of section 125(d) 
of this title (as in effect before October 1, 
1986)) to perform a supply or service activity 
common to more than one military depart-
ment (other than such an entity that is des-
ignated by the Secretary as a Department of 
Defense Field Activity); or 

(B) that is designated by the Secretary of 
Defense as a Defense Agency. 

(12) The term ‘‘Department of Defense Field 
Activity’’ means an organizational entity of 
the Department of Defense— 

(A) that is established by the Secretary of 
Defense under section 191 of this title (or 
under the second sentence of section 125(d) 
of this title (as in effect before October 1, 
1986)) to perform a supply or service activity 
common to more than one military depart-
ment; and 

(B) that is designated by the Secretary of 
Defense as a Department of Defense Field 
Activity. 

(13) The term ‘‘contingency operation’’ 
means a military operation that— 

(A) is designated by the Secretary of De-
fense as an operation in which members of 
the armed forces are or may become in-
volved in military actions, operations, or 
hostilities against an enemy of the United 
States or against an opposing military force; 
or 

(B) results in the call or order to, or reten-
tion on, active duty of members of the uni-
formed services under section 688, 12301(a), 
12302, 12304, 12304a, 12305, or 12406 of this 
title, chapter 15 of this title, section 712 of 
title 14, or any other provision of law during 
a war or during a national emergency de-
clared by the President or Congress. 

(14) The term ‘‘supplies’’ includes material, 
equipment, and stores of all kinds. 

(15) The term ‘‘pay’’ includes basic pay, spe-
cial pay, retainer pay, incentive pay, retired 
pay, and equivalent pay, but does not include 
allowances. 

(16) The term ‘‘congressional defense com-
mittees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(17) The term ‘‘base closure law’’ means the 
following: 

(A) Section 2687 of this title. 
(B) The Defense Base Closure and Realign-

ment Act of 1990 (part A of title XXIX of 
Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note). 
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