
Page 255 TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES § 274 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

of section 1034 of Pub. L. 110–181, set out above, by 
striking out ‘‘report on the use of the authority under 
subsection (a)’’ and all that followed, was executed by 
striking ‘‘report on the use of the authority under sub-
section (a)’’ and all that followed only to the end of 
par. (1) of subsec. (d), to reflect the probable intent of 
Congress and the subsequent addition of par. (3) of sub-
sec. (d).] 

§ 273. Training and advising civilian law enforce-
ment officials 

The Secretary of Defense may, in accordance 
with other applicable law, make Department of 
Defense personnel available— 

(1) to train Federal, State, and local civilian 
law enforcement officials in the operation and 
maintenance of equipment, including equip-
ment made available under section 372 1 of this 
title; and 

(2) to provide such law enforcement officials 
with expert advice relevant to the purposes of 
this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 905(a)(1), Dec. 1, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1115, § 373; amended Pub. L. 99–145, 
title XIV, § 1423(a), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 752; Pub. 
L. 100–456, div. A, title XI, § 1104(a), Sept. 29, 1988, 
102 Stat. 2043; renumbered § 273, Pub. L. 114–328, 
div. A, title XII, § 1241(a)(2), Dec. 23, 2016, 130 
Stat. 2497.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 372 of this title, referred to in par. (1), was re-
numbered section 272 of this title by Pub. L. 114–328, 
div. A, title XII, § 1241(a)(2), Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2497. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 273, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 13, related to composition of Standby Reserve and 
maintenance of inactive status list in Standby Reserve, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, 
§§ 1661(a)(2)(A), 1691, Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2979, 3026, ef-
fective Dec. 1, 1994. See sections 10151 to 10153 of this 
title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328 renumbered section 373 of this 
title as this section. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions authorizing Secretary of Defense, 
in accordance with applicable law, to make Defense De-
partment personnel available for training, etc., for 
former subsecs. (a) to (c) authorizing Secretary of De-
fense to assign members of Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marine Corps, etc., for training, etc., briefing sessions 
by Attorney General, and other functions of Attorney 
General and Administrator of General Services. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–145 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) and (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–145, title XIV, § 1423(b), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 
752, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall take effect on 
January 1, 1986.’’ 

§ 274. Maintenance and operation of equipment 

(a) The Secretary of Defense may, in accord-
ance with other applicable law, make Depart-
ment of Defense personnel available for the 
maintenance of equipment for Federal, State, 
and local civilian law enforcement officials, in-
cluding equipment made available under section 
372 1 of this title. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2) and in accord-
ance with other applicable law, the Secretary of 
Defense may, upon request from the head of a 
Federal law enforcement agency, make Depart-
ment of Defense personnel available to operate 
equipment (including equipment made available 
under section 372 1 of this title) with respect to— 

(A) a criminal violation of a provision of law 
specified in paragraph (4)(A); 

(B) assistance that such agency is authorized 
to furnish to a State, local, or foreign govern-
ment which is involved in the enforcement of 
similar laws; 

(C) a foreign or domestic counter-terrorism 
operation; or 

(D) a rendition of a suspected terrorist from 
a foreign country to the United States to 
stand trial. 

(2) Department of Defense personnel made 
available to a civilian law enforcement agency 
under this subsection may operate equipment 
for the following purposes: 

(A) Detection, monitoring, and communica-
tion of the movement of air and sea traffic. 

(B) Detection, monitoring, and communica-
tion of the movement of surface traffic outside 
of the geographic boundary of the United 
States and within the United States not to ex-
ceed 25 miles of the boundary if the initial de-
tection occurred outside of the boundary. 

(C) Aerial reconnaissance. 
(D) Interception of vessels or aircraft de-

tected outside the land area of the United 
States for the purposes of communicating 
with such vessels and aircraft to direct such 
vessels and aircraft to go to a location des-
ignated by appropriate civilian officials. 

(E) Operation of equipment to facilitate 
communications in connection with law en-
forcement programs specified in paragraph 
(4)(A). 

(F) Subject to joint approval by the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Attorney General 
(and the Secretary of State in the case of a 
law enforcement operation outside of the land 
area of the United States)— 

(i) the transportation of civilian law en-
forcement personnel along with any other 
civilian or military personnel who are sup-
porting, or conducting, a joint operation 
with civilian law enforcement personnel; 

(ii) the operation of a base of operations 
for civilian law enforcement and supporting 
personnel; and 

(iii) the transportation of suspected terror-
ists from foreign countries to the United 
States for trial (so long as the requesting 
Federal law enforcement agency provides all 
security for such transportation and main-
tains custody over the suspect through the 
duration of the transportation). 

(3) Department of Defense personnel made 
available to operate equipment for the purpose 
stated in paragraph (2)(D) may continue to oper-
ate such equipment into the land area of the 
United States in cases involving the pursuit of 
vessels or aircraft where the detection began 
outside such land area. 

(4) In this subsection: 
(A) The term ‘‘Federal law enforcement 

agency’’ means a Federal agency with jurisdic-
tion to enforce any of the following: 
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