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1 Another section 251 is set out in chapter 13 of this title. 

PLAN TO CARRY OUT UNIFIED MAJOR FORCE PROGRAM 
DESIGNATION 

Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title XVI, § 1601(b), Nov. 25, 2015, 
129 Stat. 1096, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 25, 
2015], the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees [Committees on Armed 
Services and Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives] a plan to carry out the uni-
fied major force program designation required by sec-
tion 239(a) of title 10, United States Code, as added by 
subsection (a)(1), including any recommendations for 
legislative action the Secretary determines appro-
priate.’’ 

§ 239a. Missile defense and defeat programs: 
major force program and budget assessment 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF MAJOR FORCE PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary of Defense shall establish 
a unified major force program for missile de-
fense and defeat programs pursuant to section 
222(b) of this title to prioritize missile defense 
and defeat programs in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Department of Defense and 
national security. 

(b) BUDGET ASSESSMENT.—(1) The Secretary 
shall include with the defense budget materials 
for each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023 a report 
on the budget for missile defense and defeat pro-
grams of the Department of Defense. 

(2) Each report on the budget for missile de-
fense and defeat programs of the Department 
under paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) An overview of the budget, including— 
(i) a comparison between that budget, the 

previous budget, the most recent and prior 
future-years defense program submitted to 
Congress under section 221 of this title (such 
comparison shall exclude the responsibility 
for research and development of the continu-
ing improvement of such missile defense and 
defeat program), and the amounts appro-
priated for such missile defense and defeat 
programs during the previous fiscal year; 
and 

(ii) the specific identification, as a budg-
etary line item, for the funding under such 
programs. 

(B) An assessment of the budget, including 
significant changes, priorities, challenges, and 
risks. 

(C) Any additional matters the Secretary de-
termines appropriate. 

(3) Each report under paragraph (1) shall be 
submitted in unclassified form, but may include 
a classified annex. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘budget’’, with respect to a fis-

cal year, means the budget for that fiscal year 
that is submitted to Congress by the President 
under section 1105(a) of title 31. 

(2) The term ‘‘defense budget materials’’, 
with respect to a fiscal year, means the mate-
rials submitted to Congress by the Secretary 
of Defense in support of the budget for that 
fiscal year. 

(3) The term ‘‘missile defense and defeat pro-
grams’’ means active and passive ballistic mis-
sile defense programs, cruise missile defense 
programs for the homeland, and missile defeat 
programs. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1676(a)(1), Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1771.) 

CHAPTER 9A—AUDIT 

Sec. 

251. Audit of Department of Defense financial 
statements. 

252. Financial Improvement and Audit Remedi-
ation Plan. 

253. Audit: consolidated corrective action plan; 
centralized reporting system. 

254. Audits: audit of financial statements of De-
partment of Defense components by inde-
pendent external auditors. 

254a. Audits: use of commercial data integration 
and analysis products in preparing audits. 

254b. Audits: selection of service providers for 
audit services. 

CODIFICATION 

Chapter enacted and added after chapter 9 of this 
title by Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title X, § 1002(a)(1), Dec. 
12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1537, resulting in out-of-sequence 
numbering. Sections numbered 251 to 254 also appear in 
chapter 13 of this title. 

§ 251.1 Audit of Department of Defense financial 
statements 

(a) ANNUAL AUDIT REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
of Defense shall ensure that a full audit is per-
formed on the financial statements of the De-
partment of Defense for each fiscal year as re-
quired by section 3521(e) of title 31. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT ON AUDIT.—The Secretary 
shall submit to Congress the results of the audit 
performed in accordance with subsection (a) for 
a fiscal year by not later than March 31 of the 
following fiscal year. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title X, § 1002(b)(1), 
Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1538.) 

REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON EFFORTS TO OB-
TAIN AUDIT OPINION ON FULL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title X, § 1006, Dec. 12, 2017, 131 
Stat. 1544, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense may es-
tablish within the Department of Defense a team of dis-
tinguished, private sector experts with experience con-
ducting financial audits of large public or private sec-
tor organizations to review and make recommenda-
tions to improve the efforts of the Department to ob-
tain an audit opinion on its full financial statements. 

‘‘(b) SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES.—A team established pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) identify impediments to the progress of the De-
partment in obtaining an audit opinion on its full fi-
nancial statements, including an identification of the 
organizations or elements that are lagging in their 
efforts toward obtaining such audit opinion; 

‘‘(2) estimate when an audit opinion on the full fi-
nancial statements of the Department will be ob-
tained; and 

‘‘(3) consider mechanisms and incentives to support 
efficient achievement by the Department of its audit 
goals, including organizational mechanisms to trans-
fer direction and management control of audit activi-
ties from subordinate organizations to the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense, individual personnel incen-
tives, workforce improvements (including in senior 
leadership positions), business process, technology, 
and systems improvements (including the use of data 
analytics), and metrics by which the Secretary and 
Congress may measure and assess progress toward 
achievement of the audit goals of the Department. 
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