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1 So in original. Chapters 9A and 13 both begin with a section 

251. 

of Warrant Officers’’ for ‘‘Retirement’’ in item for 
chapter 65, substituted ‘‘1370’’ for ‘‘1371’’ as section 
number in item for chapter 69, amended item for chap-
ter 73 to read: ‘‘Annuities Based on Retired or Retainer 
Pay’’, and capitalized ‘‘Assistance’’, ‘‘Persons’’, ‘‘En-
listing’’, ‘‘Active’’, and ‘‘Duty’’ in item for chapter 107. 

Pub. L. 96–450, title IV, § 406(b), Oct. 14, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1981, added item for chapter 108. 

Pub. L. 96–342, title IX, § 901(b), Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1114, added item for chapter 107. 

Pub. L. 96–323, § 2(b), Aug. 4, 1980, 94 Stat. 1019, added 
item for chapter 138. 

1977—Pub. L. 95–79, title IV, § 402(b), July 30, 1977, 91 
Stat. 330, added item for chapter 106. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–426, § 2(b), Sept. 21, 1972, 86 Stat. 719, 
added items for chapters 104 and 105. 

Pub. L. 92–425, § 2, Sept. 21, 1972, 86 Stat. 711, amended 
item for chapter 73 by inserting ‘‘; Survivor Benefit 
Plan’’ after ‘‘Pay’’ which could not be executed as di-
rected in view of amendment by Pub. L. 87–381. See 1961 
Amendment note below. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–377, § 2, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 288, 
added item for chapter 48. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–83, § 3(2), Sept. 11, 1967, 81 Stat. 220, 
struck out item for chapter 80 ‘‘Exemplary Rehabilita-
tion Certificates’’. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–690, § 2, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 1017, 
added item for chapter 80. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–647, title I, § 101(2), title II, § 201(2), 
Oct. 13, 1964, 78 Stat. 1064, 1069, added items for chapters 
102 and 103. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 203, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 
Stat. 519, added item for chapter 4. 

Pub. L. 87–649, § 3(2), Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 493, added 
item for chapter 40. 

1961—Pub. L. 87–381, § 1(2), Oct. 4, 1961, 75 Stat. 810, 
substituted ‘‘Retired Serviceman’s Family Protection 
Plan’’ for ‘‘Annuities Based on Retired or Retainer 
Pay’’ in item for chapter 73. 

1958—Pub. L. 85–861, §§ 1(21), (26), (33), 33(a)(4)(B), Sept. 
2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1443, 1450, 1455, 1564, substituted ‘‘Gen-
eral Service Requirements’’ for ‘‘Service Requirements 
for Reserves’’ in item for chapter 37, ‘‘971’’ for ‘‘[No 
present sections]’’ in item for chapter 49, ‘‘Medical and 
Dental Care’’ for ‘‘Voting by Members of Armed 
Forces’’ in item for chapter 55, and struck out ‘‘Care of 
the Dead’’ and substituted ‘‘1475’’ for ‘‘1481’’ in item for 
chapter 75. 
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AMENDMENTS 

2017—Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title X, § 1002(a)(2), Dec. 
12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1537, added item for chapter 9A. 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title XII, § 1241(o)(1), Dec. 
23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2512, redesignated item for chapter 13 
‘‘The Militia’’ as 12 and substituted ‘‘246’’ for ‘‘311’’, re-
designated item for chapter 15 ‘‘Insurrection’’ as 13 and 
substituted ‘‘251’’ for ‘‘331’’, redesignated item for chap-
ter 17 ‘‘Arming of American Vessels’’ as 14 and sub-
stituted ‘‘261’’ for ‘‘351’’, redesignated item for chapter 
18 ‘‘Military Support for Civilian Law Enforcement 
Agencies’’ as 15 and substituted ‘‘271’’ for ‘‘371’’, and 
added item for chapter 16. 

2015—Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title X, § 1081(a)(1), Nov. 
25, 2015, 129 Stat. 1000, substituted ‘‘Cyber Matters’’ for 
‘‘Cyber matters’’ in item for chapter 19. 

2014—Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XVI, § 1632(d), Dec. 
19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3640, added item for chapter 19. 

2013—Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title X, § 1091(a)(1), Dec. 
26, 2013, 127 Stat. 875, substituted ‘‘Nuclear Posture’’ for 
‘‘Nuclear posture’’ in item for chapter 24. 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, § 1031(b)(2), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1918, added item for chapter 24. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title X, § 1068(a)(4)(B), 
Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 326, substituted ‘‘Insurrection’’ 
for ‘‘Enforcement of the Laws to Restore Public Order’’ 
in item for chapter 15. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title X, § 1076(a)(4)(A), 
Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2405, substituted ‘‘Enforcement of 
the Laws to Restore Public Order’’ for ‘‘Insurrection’’ 
in item for chapter 15. 

2004—Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title X, § 1084(d)(1), Oct. 
28, 2004, 118 Stat. 2061, substituted ‘‘480’’ for ‘‘481’’ in 
item for chapter 23. 

2003—Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, § 921(d)(8), Nov. 
24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1569, substituted ‘‘Geospatial-Intel-
ligence’’ for ‘‘Imagery and Mapping’’ in item for chap-
ter 22. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title X, § 1073(a)(1), Nov. 
18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1900, substituted ‘‘481’’ for ‘‘471’’ in 
item for chapter 23. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XI, § 1123(a)(2), Sept. 
23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2688, substituted ‘‘National Imagery 
and Mapping Agency’’ for ‘‘Miscellaneous Studies and 
Reports’’ and ‘‘441’’ for ‘‘451’’ in item for chapter 22 and 
added item for chapter 23. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title V, § 554(a)(2), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2773, added item for chapter 22. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, title X, § 1002(a)(2), Dec. 
5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1455, substituted ‘‘Defense Budget Mat-
ters’’ for ‘‘Regular Components’’ and inserted ‘‘221’’ in 
item for chapter 9. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title XI, § 1104(b), Sept. 
29, 1988, 102 Stat. 2046, substituted ‘‘Support for’’ for 
‘‘Cooperation With’’ and ‘‘Agencies’’ for ‘‘Officials’’ in 
item for chapter 18. 

1987—Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title III, § 332(c), Dec. 4, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1080, substituted ‘‘Humanitarian and 
Other Assistance’’ for ‘‘Humanitarian and Civic Assist-
ance Provided in Conjunction With Military Oper-
ations’’ in item for chapter 20. 

Pub. L. 100–26, § 9(b)(4), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 Stat. 287, 
added item for chapter 21. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title III, § 333(a)(2), Nov. 
14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3859, added item for chapter 20. 

Pub. L. 99–433, title VI, § 605(a), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1075a, added items for chapters 2 and 6, inserted ‘‘and 
Functions’’ in item for chapter 3, substituted ‘‘Office of 
the Secretary of Defense’’ for ‘‘Department of Defense’’ 
in item for chapter 4, substituted ‘‘151’’ for ‘‘141’’ as sec-
tion number in item for chapter 5, reenacted item for 
chapter 7 without change, and inserted ‘‘and Depart-
ment of Defense Field activities’’ in item for chapter 8. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–269, title V, § 501(b), Sept. 27, 1982, 96 
Stat. 1145, added item for chapter 8. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 905(a)(2), Dec. 1, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1116, added item for chapter 18. 
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1962—Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 203, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 
Stat. 519, added item for chapter 4. 

CHAPTER 1—DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 

101. Definitions. 

§ 101. Definitions 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The following definitions 
apply in this title: 

(1) The term ‘‘United States’’, in a geo-
graphic sense, means the States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

[(2) Repealed. Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title X, 
§ 1057(a)(1), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3440.] 

(3) The term ‘‘possessions’’ includes the Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 
Guano Islands, so long as they remain posses-
sions, but does not include any Common-
wealth. 

(4) The term ‘‘armed forces’’ means the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and 
Coast Guard. 

(5) The term ‘‘uniformed services’’ means— 
(A) the armed forces; 
(B) the commissioned corps of the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion; and 

(C) the commissioned corps of the Public 
Health Service. 

(6) The term ‘‘department’’, when used with 
respect to a military department, means the 
executive part of the department and all field 
headquarters, forces, reserve components, in-
stallations, activities, and functions under the 
control or supervision of the Secretary of the 
department. When used with respect to the De-
partment of Defense, such term means the ex-
ecutive part of the department, including the 
executive parts of the military departments, 
and all field headquarters, forces, reserve com-
ponents, installations, activities, and func-
tions under the control or supervision of the 
Secretary of Defense, including those of the 
military departments. 

(7) The term ‘‘executive part of the depart-
ment’’ means the executive part of the Depart-
ment of Defense, Department of the Army, De-
partment of the Navy, or Department of the 
Air Force, as the case may be, at the seat of 
government. 

(8) The term ‘‘military departments’’ means 
the Department of the Army, the Department 
of the Navy, and the Department of the Air 
Force. 

(9) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ means— 
(A) the Secretary of the Army, with re-

spect to matters concerning the Army; 
(B) the Secretary of the Navy, with respect 

to matters concerning the Navy, the Marine 
Corps, and the Coast Guard when it is oper-
ating as a service in the Department of the 
Navy; 

(C) the Secretary of the Air Force, with re-
spect to matters concerning the Air Force; 
and 

(D) the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
with respect to matters concerning the 
Coast Guard when it is not operating as a 
service in the Department of the Navy. 

(10) The term ‘‘service acquisition execu-
tive’’ means the civilian official within a mili-
tary department who is designated as the serv-
ice acquisition executive for purposes of regu-
lations and procedures providing for a service 
acquisition executive for that military depart-
ment. 

(11) The term ‘‘Defense Agency’’ means an 
organizational entity of the Department of 
Defense— 

(A) that is established by the Secretary of 
Defense under section 191 of this title (or 
under the second sentence of section 125(d) 
of this title (as in effect before October 1, 
1986)) to perform a supply or service activity 
common to more than one military depart-
ment (other than such an entity that is des-
ignated by the Secretary as a Department of 
Defense Field Activity); or 

(B) that is designated by the Secretary of 
Defense as a Defense Agency. 

(12) The term ‘‘Department of Defense Field 
Activity’’ means an organizational entity of 
the Department of Defense— 

(A) that is established by the Secretary of 
Defense under section 191 of this title (or 
under the second sentence of section 125(d) 
of this title (as in effect before October 1, 
1986)) to perform a supply or service activity 
common to more than one military depart-
ment; and 

(B) that is designated by the Secretary of 
Defense as a Department of Defense Field 
Activity. 

(13) The term ‘‘contingency operation’’ 
means a military operation that— 

(A) is designated by the Secretary of De-
fense as an operation in which members of 
the armed forces are or may become in-
volved in military actions, operations, or 
hostilities against an enemy of the United 
States or against an opposing military force; 
or 

(B) results in the call or order to, or reten-
tion on, active duty of members of the uni-
formed services under section 688, 12301(a), 
12302, 12304, 12304a, 12305, or 12406 of this 
title, chapter 15 of this title, section 712 of 
title 14, or any other provision of law during 
a war or during a national emergency de-
clared by the President or Congress. 

(14) The term ‘‘supplies’’ includes material, 
equipment, and stores of all kinds. 

(15) The term ‘‘pay’’ includes basic pay, spe-
cial pay, retainer pay, incentive pay, retired 
pay, and equivalent pay, but does not include 
allowances. 

(16) The term ‘‘congressional defense com-
mittees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(17) The term ‘‘base closure law’’ means the 
following: 

(A) Section 2687 of this title. 
(B) The Defense Base Closure and Realign-

ment Act of 1990 (part A of title XXIX of 
Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note). 
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