§1122

the ‘“‘Legion of Merit”’, having suitable appur-
tenances and devices and not more than four de-
grees, to any member of the armed forces of the
United States or of any friendly foreign nation
who, after September 8, 1939, has distinguished
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in
performing outstanding services.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 88.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
1121 ......... 10:1408b(1). July 20, 1942, ch. 508,
§2(1), 56 Stat. 662.

The words ‘‘Government of the Philippines’ are omit-
ted as covered by the words ‘‘any friendly foreign na-
tion’’. The words ‘“There is created”, ‘‘rules and”, and
‘‘the proclamation of an emergency by the President
on’’ are omitted as surplusage.

§ 1122. Medal for Merit: award

The President, under regulations to be pre-
scribed by him, may award a decoration called
the ‘“Medal for Merit”’, having distinctive appur-
tenances and devices and only one degree, to
any civilian of any nation prosecuting the war
in existence on July 20, 1942, under the joint dec-
laration of the United Nations, as then con-
stituted, or of any other friendly foreign nation,
who, after September 8, 1939, has distinguished
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in
performing outstanding services. The Medal for
Merit may be awarded to a civilian of a foreign
nation but only for performing an exceptionally
meritorious or courageous act in the further-
ance of the war efforts of the United Nations as
then constituted.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 88.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised .
section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
1122 ......... 10:1408b (less (1)). July 20, 1942, ch. 508, §2
(less (1)), b6 Stat. 663.

The words ‘‘in existence on July 20, 1942’ are inserted
for clarity and refer to the war in existence on the date
of enactment of the source statute. The words ‘“‘as then
constituted”” are inserted for clarity, since the United
Nations organization in existence on July 20, 1942, was
not the present United Nations organization. The words
“There is created”, ‘‘rules and’’, and ‘‘the proclamation
of an emergency by the President on’ are omitted as
surplusage.

EX. ORD. No. 9637. MEDAL FOR MERIT

Ex. Ord. No. 9637, Oct. 3, 1945, 10 F.R. 12543, as amend-
ed by Ex. Ord. No. 9857A, May 27, 1947, 12 F.R. 3583, pro-
vided:

1. The decoration of the Medal for Merit shall be
awarded only by the President of the United States or
at his direction. Awards of the Medal for Merit may be
made to such civilians of the nations prosecuting the
war under the joint declaration of the United Nations
and of other friendly foreign nations as have distin-
guished themselves by exceptionally meritorious con-
duct in the performance of outstanding services since
the proclamation of an emergency by the President on
September 8, 1939. Awards of the Medal for Merit made
to civilians of foreign nations shall be for the perform-
ance of an exceptionally meritorious or courageous act
or acts in furtherance of the war efforts of the United
Nations.
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2. There is hereby established the Medal for Merit
Board, which shall be composed of three members ap-
pointed by the President, one of whom shall be des-
ignated by the President to act as Chairman of the
Board.

3. The Medal for Merit Board shall receive and con-
sider proposals for the award of the decoration of the
Medal for Merit and submit to the President the recom-
mendations of the Board with respect thereto. In the
case of proposed awards to civilians of foreign nations,
such recommendations shall include the recommenda-
tions of the Secretary of State.

4. The Medal for Merit Board is authorized to pre-
scribe, with the approval of the President, such rules
and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of
this order as may be necessary to accomplish its pur-
poses.

5. Executive Order 9331 of April 19, 1943 and the Medal
for Merit Board created thereby, are superseded by this
order.

6. The Medal for Merit shall not be awarded for any
services relating to the prosecution of World War II
performed subsequent to the cessation of hostilities, as
proclaimed by Proclamation No. 2714 of December 31,
1946, and no proposal for an award for such services sub-
mitted after June 30, 1947, shall be considered by the
Medal for Merit Board.

§1123. Right to wear badges of military societies

(a) A member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, or
Marine Corps who is a member of a military so-
ciety originally composed of men who served in
an armed force of the United States during the
Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the Mexican
War, the Civil War, the Spanish-American War,
the Philippine Insurrection, or the Chinese Re-
lief Expedition of 1900 may wear, on occasions of
ceremony, the distinctive badges adopted by
that society.

(b) A member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, or
Marine Corps who is a member of the Army and
Navy Union of the United States may wear, on
public occasions of ceremony, the distinctive
badges adopted by that society.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 88.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
1123(a) ..... 10:1427 (1st sentence). Sept. 25, 1890, J. Res. 50,
34:371 (1st sentence). 26 Stat. 681.
1123(b) ..... 10:1427 (less 1st sen- May 11, 1894, J. Res. 26,

tence).
34:371 (less 1st sentence).

28 Stat. 583.
Feb. 2, 1901, ch. 192, §41,

31 Stat. 758.

Jan. 12, 1903, J. Res. 2, 32
Stat. 1229.

Mar. 2, 1907, J. Res. 18, 34
Stat. 1423.

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘an armed force’ are
substituted for the words ‘‘armies and navies’”. The
words ‘‘Revolutionary War’, ‘“Civil War”, and ‘‘Phil-
ippine Insurrection” are substituted for the words
“War of the Revolution”, “War of the Rebellion”’, and
“‘incident insurrection in the Philippines’, respec-
tively, to reflect present terminology. The words
‘‘originally composed’ are substituted for the words
““in their own right’’, to reflect an opinion of the Attor-
ney General (see 23 Op. Atty. Gen. 454).

In subsections (a) and (b), the word ‘‘member’’ is sub-
stituted for the words ‘“‘officers and enlisted men’’. The
words ‘“‘Navy * * * or Marine Corps’’ are substituted for
the word ‘“Navy”’, since the word ‘“Navy’ in the source
statute has, by long-standing administrative interpre-
tation, been construed to include the Marine Corps.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘in their own right’’ are
omitted as surplusage.
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