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(1) a person who is married to, but legally 
separated from, a member of the armed forces 
under court order or statute of any State or 
territorial possession of the United States; 
and 

(2) a spouse of a member of the armed forces 
who is also a member of the armed forces. 

(d) PORTABLE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘portable ca-
reer’’ includes an occupation identified by the 
Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Labor, as requiring education and 
training that results in a credential that is rec-
ognized nationwide by industry or specific busi-
nesses. 

(e) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall prescribe regulations to govern the avail-
ability and use of assistance under this section. 
The Secretary shall ensure that programs estab-
lished under this section do not result in inequi-
table treatment for spouses of members of the 
armed forces who are also members, since they 
are excluded from participation in the programs 
under subsection (c)(2). 

(Added Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title V, § 582(a), 
Oct. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4473.) 

§ 1785. Youth sponsorship program 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall require that there be at each military in-
stallation a youth sponsorship program to facili-
tate the integration of dependent children of 
members of the armed forces into new surround-
ings when moving to that military installation 
as a result of a parent’s permanent change of 
station. 

(b) DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAMS.—The program 
at each installation shall provide for involve-
ment of dependent children of members pres-
ently stationed at the military installation and 
shall be directed primarily toward children in 
their preteen and teenage years. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 568(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 331.) 

§ 1786. Dependent student travel within the 
United States 

Funds available to the Department of Defense 
for the travel and transportation of dependent 
students of members of the armed forces sta-
tioned overseas may be obligated for transpor-
tation allowances for travel within or between 
the contiguous States. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 568(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 331.) 

§ 1787. Reporting of child abuse 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall request each State to provide for the re-
porting to the Secretary of any report the State 
receives of known or suspected instances of 
child abuse and neglect in which the person hav-
ing care of the child is a member of the armed 
forces (or the spouse of the member). 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘child abuse and neglect’’ has the meaning pro-
vided in section 3 of the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act (Public Law 93–247; 42 U.S.C. 
5101 note). 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 568(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 331; amended Pub. L. 
112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(d)(2), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1951.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 112–239 substituted ‘‘section 
3’’ for ‘‘section 3(1)’’ and ‘‘Public Law 93–247; 42 U.S.C. 
5101 note’’ for ‘‘42 U.S.C. 5102’’. 

REPORTING ON ALLEGATIONS OF CHILD ABUSE IN 
MILITARY FAMILIES AND HOMES 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title V, § 575(a), Dec. 23, 2016, 
130 Stat. 2142, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REPORTS TO FAMILY ADVOCACY PROGRAM OF-
FICES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The following information shall 
be reported immediately to the Family Advocacy 
Program office at the military installation to which 
the member of the Armed Forces concerned is as-
signed: 

‘‘(A) Credible information (which may include a 
reasonable belief), obtained by any individual with-
in the chain of command of the member, that a 
child in the family or home of the member has suf-
fered an incident of child abuse. 

‘‘(B) Information, learned by a member of the 
Armed Forces engaged in a profession or activity 
described in section 226(b) of the Victims of Child 
Abuse Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 13031(b)) [now 34 U.S.C. 
20341(b)] for members of the Armed Forces and their 
dependents, that gives reason to suspect that a 
child in the family or home of the member has suf-
fered an incident of child abuse. 
‘‘(2) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense and 

the Secretary of Homeland Security (with respect to 
the Coast Guard when it is not operating as a service 
in the Navy) shall jointly prescribe regulations to 
carry out this subsection. 

‘‘(3) CHILD ABUSE DEFINED.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘child abuse’ has the meaning given that term 
in section 226(c) of the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. 13031(c)) [now 34 U.S.C. 20341(c)].’’ 

PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF ACCREDITATION 
REQUIREMENT 

Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 568(c), Feb. 10, 1996, 
110 Stat. 335, directed Secretary of Defense to submit to 
Congress, not later than Apr. 1, 1997, a plan for carrying 
out the requirements of this section. 

§ 1788. Additional family assistance 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense may 
provide for the families of members of the 
armed forces serving on active duty, in addition 
to any other assistance available for such fami-
lies, any assistance that the Secretary considers 
appropriate to ensure that the children of such 
members obtain needed child care, education, 
and other youth services. 

(b) PRIMARY PURPOSE OF ASSISTANCE.—The as-
sistance authorized by this section should be di-
rected primarily toward providing needed family 
support, including child care, education, and 
other youth services, for children of members of 
the armed forces who are deployed, assigned to 
duty, or ordered to active duty in connection 
with a contingency operation. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title VI, § 652(a)(1), 
Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2581; amended Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(b)(25), Jan. 7, 2011, 
124 Stat. 4370.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111–383 substituted ‘‘armed 
forces’’ for ‘‘Armed Forces’’. 
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