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Pub. L. 107-248, title VIII, §8143(c)(2)(B), Oct. 23, 2002,
116 Stat. 1570, added item 6257 ‘“‘Medal of honor: presen-
tation of Medal of Honor Flag’.

2001—Pub. L. 107-107, div. A, title V, §553(b)(1)(B),
Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1116, added item 6256.

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR AWARD OF DECORATION

For extension of time for the award of decorations, or
devices in lieu of decorations, for acts or services per-
formed in direct support of military operations in
Southeast Asia between July 1, 1958, and Mar. 28, 1973,
see Pub. L. 93469, Oct. 24, 1974, 88 Stat. 1422, set out as
a note preceding section 3741 of this title.

§6241. Medal of honor

The President may award, and present in the
name of Congress, a medal of honor of appro-
priate design, with ribbons and appurtenances,
to a person who, while a member of the naval
service, distinguishes himself conspicuously by
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty—

(1) while engaged in an action against an
enemy of the United States;

(2) while engaged in military operations in-
volving conflict with an opposing foreign
force; or

(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces
engaged in an armed conflict against an oppos-
ing armed force in which the United States is
not a belligerent party.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 389; Pub. L.
88-77, §2(1), July 25, 1963, 77 Stat. 93; Pub. L.

104-106, div. A, title XV, §1503(b)(2), Feb. 10, 1996,
110 Stat. 512.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
6241 ......... 34 U.S.C. 354. Feb. 4, 1919, ch. 14, §1, 40

Stat. 1056; Aug. 7, 1942,
ch. 551, §1, 56 Stat. 743.

In subsection (a) the word ‘‘award’ is added for clar-
ity since the President determines the recipient, in ad-
dition to presenting the medal in the name of Congress.
The words ‘‘a member of the naval service” are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘in the naval service of the
United States” for uniformity. The word ‘‘distin-
guishes’ is substituted for the words ‘‘shall * * * dis-
tinguish’ for uniformity.

In subsection (b) the words ‘‘of the medal of honor au-
thorized on August 8, 1942 are substituted for the
words ‘‘adopted pursuant to the Act approved Decem-
ber 21, 1861 (12 Stat. 330)” for the reason that the 1861
Act does not establish the design, and the date of for-
mal adoption of the design of the medal is obscure. The
effect of the subsection is to continue the design recog-
nized by 34 U.S.C. 354.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Par. (2). Pub. L. 104-106 inserted ‘‘or’’ after ‘‘an
opposing foreign force;”’.

1963—Pub. L. 88-77 enlarged the authority to award
the medal of honor, which was limited to those cases in
which persons distinguished themselves in action in-
volving actual conflict with an enemy, or in the line of
his profession, and without detriment to the mission of
his command or to the command to which attached, to
permit its award for distinguished service while en-
gaged in an action against an enemy of the United
States, while engaged in military operations involving
conflict with an opposing foreign force, or while serv-
ing with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed
conflict against an opposing armed force in which the
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United States is not a belligerent party, and sub-
stituted the requirement that it be of appropriate de-
sign, with ribbons and appurtenances, for the require-
ment that it be the same as that authorized on August
8, 1942.

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL

Establishment of, see Ex. Ord. No. 11448, set out as a
note preceding section 1121 of this title.

§ 6242. Navy cross

The President may award a Navy cross of ap-
propriate design, with ribbons and appur-
tenances, to a person who, while serving in any
capacity with the Navy or Marine Corps, distin-
guishes himself by extraordinary heroism not
justifying the award of a medal of honor—

(1) while engaged in an action against an
enemy of the United States;

(2) while engaged in military operations in-
volving conflict with an opposing foreign
force; or

(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces
engaged in an armed conflict against an oppos-
ing armed force in which the United States is
not a belligerent party.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 389; Pub. L.
88-77, §2(2), July 25, 1963, 77 Stat. 94.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

}.Eeegtiisoef Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
6242 ......... 34 U.S.C. 356. Feb. 4, 1919, ch. 14, §3, 40
Stat. 1056; renumbered
§2 and amended Aug. 7,
1942, ch. 551, §1, 56
Stat. 743.
The word ‘award” is substituted for the word

“present” to cover the determination of the recipient
as well as the actual presenting of the decoration. The
words ‘‘but not in the name of Congress’ are omitted,
since a decoration is presented in the name of Congress
only if the law so directs. The words ‘‘Navy or the Ma-
rine Corps” are substituted for the words ‘‘naval serv-
ice of the United States’ for clarity. To be eligible for
the award, a person need not be a member of the naval
service, but only serving in some capacity either with
the Navy or with the Marine Corps.

AMENDMENTS

1963—Pub. L. 88-77 enlarged the authority to award
the Navy cross, which was limited to those cases in
which persons distinguished themselves in connection
with military operations against an armed enemy, to
permit its award for extraordinary heroism not justify-
ing the award of a medal of honor, while engaged in an
action against an enemy of the United States, while en-
gaged in military operations involving conflict with an
opposing foreign force, or while serving with friendly
foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not
a belligerent party.

§ 6243. Distinguished-service medal

The President may award a distinguished-
service medal of appropriate design and a rib-
bon, together with a rosette or other device to
be worn in place thereof, to any person who,
while serving in any capacity with the Navy or
the Marine Corps, distinguishes himself by ex-
ceptionally meritorious service to the United
States in a duty of great responsibility.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 389.)



		Superintendent of Documents
	2018-08-08T16:10:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




