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there is a question over the scope of the subsection, the
court will make the appropriate orders to protect
rights acquired in reliance on the bankruptcy case.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-394 substituted ¢109(g)”’
for ‘109(f)”".

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98-353 inserted ‘‘; nor does
the dismissal of a case under this title prejudice the
debtor with regard to the filing of a subsequent peti-
tion under this title, except as provided in section 109(f)
of this title”.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-394 effective Oct. 22, 1994,
and not applicable with respect to cases commenced
under this title before Oct. 22, 1994, see section 702 of
Pub. L. 103-394, set out as a note under section 101 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 98-353 effective with respect
to cases filed 90 days after July 10, 1984, see section
5562(a) of Pub. L. 98-353, set out as a note under section
101 of this title.

§350. Closing and reopening cases

(a) After an estate is fully administered and
the court has discharged the trustee, the court
shall close the case.

(b) A case may be reopened in the court in
which such case was closed to administer assets,
to accord relief to the debtor, or for other cause.

(Pub. L. 95-598, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2569; Pub. L.
98-353, title III, §439, July 10, 1984, 98 Stat. 370.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
SENATE REPORT NO. 95-989

Subsection (a) requires the court to close a bank-
ruptcy case after the estate is fully administered and
the trustee discharged. The Rules of Bankruptcy Proce-
dure will provide the procedure for case closing. Sub-
section (b) permits reopening of the case to administer
assets, to accord relief to the debtor, or for other cause.
Though the court may permit reopening of a case so
that the trustee may exercise an avoiding power, laches
may constitute a bar to an action that has been de-
layed too long. The case may be reopened in the court
in which it was closed. The rules will prescribe the pro-
cedure by which a case is reopened and how it will be
conducted after reopening.

AMENDMENTS

1984—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98-353 substituted ‘““A’ for
g

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 98-353 effective with respect
to cases filed 90 days after July 10, 1984, see section
552(a) of Pub. L. 98-353, set out as a note under section
101 of this title.

§ 351. Disposal of patient records

If a health care business commences a case
under chapter 7, 9, or 11, and the trustee does
not have a sufficient amount of funds to pay for
the storage of patient records in the manner re-
quired under applicable Federal or State law,
the following requirements shall apply:

(1) The trustee shall—

(A) promptly publish notice, in 1 or more
appropriate newspapers, that if patient
records are not claimed by the patient or an
insurance provider (if applicable law permits
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the insurance provider to make that claim)
by the date that is 365 days after the date of
that notification, the trustee will destroy
the patient records; and

(B) during the first 180 days of the 365-day
period described 1in subparagraph (A),
promptly attempt to notify directly each pa-
tient that is the subject of the patient
records and appropriate insurance carrier
concerning the patient records by mailing to
the most recent known address of that pa-
tient, or a family member or contact person
for that patient, and to the appropriate in-
surance carrier an appropriate notice re-
garding the claiming or disposing of patient
records.

(2) If, after providing the notification under
paragraph (1), patient records are not claimed
during the 365-day period described under that
paragraph, the trustee shall mail, by certified
mail, at the end of such 365-day period a writ-
ten request to each appropriate Federal agen-
cy to request permission from that agency to
deposit the patient records with that agency,
except that no Federal agency is required to
accept patient records under this paragraph.

(3) If, following the 365-day period described
in paragraph (2) and after providing the notifi-
cation under paragraph (1), patient records are
not claimed by a patient or insurance pro-
vider, or request is not granted by a Federal
agency to deposit such records with that agen-
cy, the trustee shall destroy those records
by—

(A) if the records are written, shredding or
burning the records; or

(B) if the records are magnetic, optical, or
other electronic records, by otherwise de-
stroying those records so that those records
cannot be retrieved.

(Added Pub. L. 109-8, title XI, §1102(a), Apr. 20,
2005, 119 Stat. 189.)
EFFECTIVE DATE
Section effective 180 days after Apr. 20, 2005, and not
applicable with respect to cases commenced under this
title before such effective date, except as otherwise
provided, see section 1501 of Pub. L. 109-8, set out as an

Effective Date of 20056 Amendment note under section
101 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER IV—ADMINISTRATIVE
POWERS

§361. Adequate protection

When adequate protection is required under
section 362, 363, or 364 of this title of an interest
of an entity in property, such adequate protec-
tion may be provided by—

(1) requiring the trustee to make a cash pay-
ment or periodic cash payments to such en-
tity, to the extent that the stay under section
362 of this title, use, sale, or lease under sec-
tion 363 of this title, or any grant of a lien
under section 364 of this title results in a de-
crease in the value of such entity’s interest in
such property;

(2) providing to such entity an additional or
replacement lien to the extent that such stay,
use, sale, lease, or grant results in a decrease
in the value of such entity’s interest in such
property; or
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