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in confinement because of isolation or in long 
periods of continuous duty. 

(Added Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 650, § 4, 69 Stat. 577; 
amended Pub. L. 94–546, § 1(32), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2521; Pub. L. 107–295, title III, § 312(a), Nov. 
25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2102.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–295 substituted ‘‘Compensatory ab-
sence from duty for military personnel at isolated duty 
stations’’ for ‘‘Compensatory absence of military per-
sonnel at isolated aids to navigation’’ in section catch-
line and amended text generally. Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary, under regulations 
prescribed by him, may grant compensatory absence 
from duty to military personnel of the Coast Guard 
serving in lightships and at lighthouses and other iso-
lated aids to navigation of the Coast Guard when condi-
tions of duty result in confinement because of isola-
tions or in long periods of continuous duty.’’ 

1976—Pub. L. 94–546 substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for 
‘‘head of the department in which the Coast Guard is 
operating’’. 

§ 512. Monetary allowance for transportation of 
household effects 

The transportation and reimbursement au-
thorized by subsection (b) of section 476 of title 
37 shall be available hereafter to pay a monetary 
allowance in place of such transportation to a 
member who, under regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary, participates in a program des-
ignated by the Secretary in which his baggage 
and household effects are moved by a privately 
owned or rental vehicle. This allowance shall 
not be limited to reimbursement for actual ex-
penses and may be paid in advance of the trans-
portation of the baggage and household effects. 
The allowance shall, however, be in an amount 
that will result in savings to the Government 
when the total cost of the movement of baggage 
and household effects is compared with the cost 
that otherwise would have been incurred under 
subsection (b) of section 476 of title 37. 

(Added Pub. L. 96–376, § 7(a), Oct. 3, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1510; amended Pub. L. 97–295, § 2(16), Oct. 12, 1982, 
96 Stat. 1302; Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title VI, 
§ 631(f)(4)(B), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1465; Pub. L. 
112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(a)(9), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1948.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239, § 1076(a)(9), made technical 
amendment to directory language of Pub. L. 112–81, 
§ 631(f)(4)(B). See 2011 Amendment note below. 

2011—Pub. L. 112–81, § 631(f)(4)(B), as amended by Pub. 
L. 112–239, § 1076(a)(9), substituted ‘‘476’’ for ‘‘406’’ in two 
places. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–295 struck out ‘‘, United States 
Code,’’ after ‘‘title 37’’ first time appearing, and 
‘‘, United States Code’’ after ‘‘title 37’’ second time ap-
pearing. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(a), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1947, provided that the amendment made by 
section 1076(a)(9) is effective Dec. 31, 2011, and as if in-
cluded in Pub. L. 112–81 as enacted. 

§ 513. Retroactive payment of pay and allowances 
delayed by administrative error or oversight 

Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary, 
the Coast Guard may authorize retroactive pay-

ment of pay and allowances, including selective 
reenlistment bonuses, to enlisted members if en-
titlement to the pay and allowances was delayed 
in vesting solely because of an administrative 
error or oversight. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–448, § 13(a), Sept. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 1844.) 

[§ 514. Renumbered § 541] 

[§ 515. Renumbered § 552] 

§ 516. Presentation of United States flag upon re-
tirement 

(a) PRESENTATION OF FLAG.—Upon the release 
of a member of the Coast Guard from active 
duty for retirement, the Secretary shall present 
a United States flag to the member. 

(b) MULTIPLE PRESENTATIONS NOT AUTHOR-
IZED.—A member is not eligible for a presen-
tation of a flag under subsection (a) if the mem-
ber has previously been presented a flag under 
this section or any other provision of law pro-
viding for the presentation of a United States 
flag incident to release from active service for 
retirement. 

(c) NO COST TO RECIPIENT.—The presentation 
of a flag under this section shall be at no cost to 
the recipient. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title VI, § 644(d)(1), 
Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2049; amended Pub. L. 
106–65, div. A, title VI, § 652(e), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 666; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, § 1704(a), 
Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314; Pub. L. 107–314, div. 
A, title X, § 1062(b)(2), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2650; 
Pub. L. 112–213, title II, § 217(6), Dec. 20, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1557.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112–213 struck out ‘‘of 
Homeland Security’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 
Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–314 substituted ‘‘this section’’ 
for ‘‘his section’’. 

1999—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–65 substituted ‘‘under 
this section or any other provision of law providing for 
the presentation of a United States flag incident to re-
lease from active service for retirement.’’ for ‘‘under 
this section or section 3681, 6141, and 8681 of title 10.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10, 
Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to releases from ac-
tive duty described in this section and sections 3681, 
6141, and 8641 of Title 10, Armed Forces, on or after Oct. 
1, 1998, see section 644(e) of Pub. L. 105–261, set out as 
a note under section 3681 of Title 10. 

§ 517. Travel card management 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may require 
that travel or transportation allowances due a 
civilian employee or military member of the 
Coast Guard be disbursed directly to the issuer 
of a Federal contractor-issued travel charge 
card, but only in an amount not to exceed the 
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