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Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended, and providing
for the reorganization of two major agencies of the De-
partment of Commerce: The Weather Bureau and the
Coast and Geodetic Survey.

The reorganization plan consolidates the Coast and
Geodetic Survey and the Weather Bureau to form a new
agency in the Department of Commerce to be known as
the Environmental Science Services Administration. It
is the intention of the Secretary of Commerce to trans-
fer the Central Radio Propagation Laboratory of the
National Bureau of Standards to the Administration
when the reorganization plan takes effect. The new Ad-
ministration will then provide a single national focus
for our efforts to describe, understand, and predict the
state of the oceans, the state of the lower and upper at-
mosphere, and the size and shape of the earth.

Establishment of the Administration will mark a sig-
nificant step forward in the continual search by the
Federal Government for better ways to meet the needs
of the Nation for environmental science services. The
organizational improvements made possible by the re-
organization plan will enhance our ability to develop
an adequate warning system for the severe hazards of
nature—for hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, earthquakes,
and seismic sea waves, which have proved so disastrous
to the Nation in recent years. These improvements will
permit us to provide better environmental information
to vital segments of the Nation’s economy—to agri-
culture, transportation, communications, and industry,
which continually require information about the phys-
ical environment. They will mean better services to
other Federal departments and agencies—to those that
are concerned with the national defense, the explo-
ration of outer space, the management of our mineral
and water resources, the protection of the public health
against environmental pollution, and the preservation
of our wilderness and recreation areas.

The new Administration will bring together a number
of allied scientific disciplines that are concerned with
the physical environment. This integration will better
enable us to look at man’s physical environment as a
scientific whole and to seek to understand the inter-
actions among air, sea, and earth and between the
upper and lower atmosphere. It will facilitate the de-
velopment of programs dealing with the physical envi-
ronment and will permit better management of these
programs. It will enhance our capability to identify and
solve important long-range scientific and technological
problems associated with the physical environment.
The new Administration will, in consequence, promote
a fresh sense of scientific dedication, discovery, and
challenge, which are essential if we are to attract sci-
entists and engineers of creativity and talent to Fed-
eral employment in this field.

The reorganization plan provides for an Adminis-
trator at the head of the Administration, and for a Dep-
uty Administrator, each of whom will be appointed by
the President by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate. As authorized by the civil service and other
laws and regulations, subordinate officers of the Ad-
ministration will be appointed by the Secretary of
Commerce or be assigned by him from among a corps of
commissioned officers. The Administration will per-
form such functions as the Secretary of Commerce may
delegate or otherwise assign to it and will be under his
direction and control.

Commissioned officers of the Coast and Geodetic Sur-
vey will become commissioned officers of the Adminis-
tration and may serve at the discretion of the Sec-
retary of Commerce throughout the Administration.
The reorganization plan authorizes the President at his
discretion to fill the Office of Deputy Administrator by
appointment, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, from the active list of commissioned officers of
the Administration.

The reorganization plan transmitted herewith abol-
ishes—and thus excludes from the consolidation men-
tioned above—the offices of (1) Chief of the Weather Bu-
reau, provided for in the act of October 1, 1890 (15 U.S.C.
312); (2) Director of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, pro-

vided for in the acts of June 4, 1920, and February 16,
1929, as amended (33 U.S.C. 852, 852a); and (3) Deputy Di-
rector of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, provided for
in the act of January 19, 1942, as amended (33 U.S.C.
852b).

After investigation, I have found and hereby declare
that each reorganization included in Reorganization
Plan No. 2 of 1965 is necessary to accomplish one or
more of the purposes set forth in section 2(a) of the Re-
organization Act of 1949, as amended. I have also found
and hereby declare that by reason of the reorganiza-
tions made by the reorganization plan, it is necessary
to include in the plan provisions for the appointment
and compensation of the officers of the Administration
set forth in section 4 of the reorganization plan. The
rate of compensation fixed for each of these officers is
that which I have found to prevail in respect of com-
parable officers in the executive branch of the Govern-
ment.

In addition to permitting more effective management
within the Department of Commerce, the new organiza-
tion will ultimately produce economies. These econo-
mies will be of two types. The first, and probably the
most significant, is the savings and avoidance of costs
which will result from the sharing of complex and ex-
pensive facilities such as satellites, computers, commu-
nication systems, aircraft, and ships. These economies
will increase in significance as developments in science
and technology bring into being still more advanced
equipment. Second, integration of the existing head-
quarters and field organizations will permit more effi-
cient utilization of existing administrative staffs and
thereby produce future economies. It is, however, im-
practicable to specify or itemize at this time the reduc-
tions of expenditures which it is probable will be
brought about by the taking effect of the reorganiza-
tions included in the reorganization plan.

I recommend that the Congress allow the accompany-
ing reorganization plan to become effective.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, May 13, 1965.

§312. Employees

The National Weather Service shall consist of
such civilian employees as Congress may annu-
ally provide for and as may be necessary to
properly perform the duties devolving on said
Service by law.

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1266, §4, 26 Stat. 653; July 8, 1898,
No. 57, 30 Stat. 752; 1965 Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff.
July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318; 1970
Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627,
84 Stat. 2090.)

REPEALS

Joint Res. July 8, 1898, provided: ‘“‘That the laws au-
thorizing the detail and assignment of the officers of
the Army to duty in the Weather Bureau be, and are
hereby, repealed.”’

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Office of Chief of Weather Bureau abolished and
Weather Bureau consolidated with Coast and Geodetic
Survey to form new agency in Department of Com-
merce known as Environmental Science Services Ad-
ministration by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 13,
1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318, set out as a note under
section 311 of this title. The Reorg. Plan also trans-
ferred to Secretary of Commerce functions of Bureau
and Chief of Bureau. Subsequently, Environmental
Science Services Administration abolished and Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration estab-
lished. By Department Organization Order 25-5A, Sec-
retary delegated to NOAA his functions under this
chapter of the Code. By order of Acting Associate Ad-
ministrator of NOAA, organizational name of Weather
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Bureau changed to National Weather Service. For fur-
ther details, see Codification note set out under section
311 of this title.

§313. Duties of Secretary of Commerce

The Secretary of Commerce shall have charge
of the forecasting of weather, the issue of storm
warnings, the display of weather and flood sig-
nals for the benefit of agriculture, commerce,
and navigation, the gauging and reporting of
rivers, the maintenance and operation of sea-
coast telegraph lines and the collection and
transmission of marine intelligence for the ben-
efit of commerce and navigation, the reporting
of temperature and rain-fall conditions for the
cotton interests, the display of frost and cold-
wave signals, the distribution of meteorological
information in the interests of agriculture and
commerce, and the taking of such meteorologi-
cal observations as may be necessary to estab-
lish and record the climatic conditions of the
United States, or as are essential for the proper
execution of the foregoing duties.

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1266, §3, 26 Stat. 6563; May 20,
1926, ch. 344, §5 (e), 44 Stat. 571; June 23, 1938, ch.
601, title XI, §1107(k), 52 Stat. 1029; 1940 Reorg.
Plan No. IV, §8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2421, 54
Stat. 1236; 1965 Reorg. Plan No. 2, §§1, 2, eff. July
13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318.)

AMENDMENTS

1938—Act June 23, 1938, repealed second paragraph re-
lating to duties as to air navigation.

1926—Act May 20, 1926, inserted second paragraph re-
lating to duties as to air navigation.

REPEALS

Pub. L. 85-726, title XIV, §1401(b), Aug. 23, 1958, 72
Stat. 806, repealed act June 23, 1938, ch. 601, title XI,
§1107(k), 52 Stat. 1029, cited to the credit of this sec-
tion.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Office of Chief of Weather Bureau abolished and func-
tions transferred to Secretary of Commerce by Reorg.
Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat.
1318. Reorg. Plan No. IV of 1940 transferred Weather Bu-
reau from Department of Agriculture to Department of
Commerce. For further details, see notes set out under
section 311 of this title.

USE OF FUNDS FOR HURRICANE RECONNAISSANCE
PROGRAM

Pub. L. 108-199, div. B, title II, §203, Jan. 23, 2004, 118
Stat. 72, provided in part that: ‘“‘Hereafter, none of the
funds made available by this or any other Act for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
may be used to support the hurricane reconnaissance
aircraft and activities that are under the control of the
United States Air Force or the United States Air Force
Reserve.”

Similar provisions were contained in the following
prior appropriation acts:

Pub. L. 108-7, div. B, title II, §203, Feb. 20, 2003, 117
Stat. 77.

Pub. L. 107-77, title II, §203, Nov. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 778.

Pub. L. 106-553, §1(a)(2) [title II, §203], Dec. 21, 2000,
114 Stat. 2762, 2762A-78.

Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(1) [title II, §203], Nov.
29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A-31.

Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(b) [title II, §203], Oct. 21,
1998, 112 Stat. 2681-50, 2681-86.

Pub. L. 105-119, title II, §203, Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat.
24179.

Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title I, §101(a) [title II, §203],
Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009, 3009-39.
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Pub. L. 104-134, title I, §101[(a)] [title II, §203], Apr. 26,
1996, 110 Stat. 1321, 1321-30; renumbered title I, Pub. L.
104-140, §1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1327.

Pub. L. 103-317, title II, §203, Aug. 26, 1994, 108 Stat.
17%?1.1]0. L. 103-121, title II, §203, Oct. 27, 1993, 107 Stat.
117P61'1lo. L. 102-395, title II, §203, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat.
1851):?1.1]0. L. 102-140, title II, §203, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat.
ziaub. L. 101-515, title I, §103, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat.

HURRICANE RECONNAISSANCE PROGRAM

Pub. L. 102-567, title I, §107, Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat.
4275, provided that:

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—(1) The Secretary
of Defense and the Secretary of Commerce shall estab-
lish a 5-year joint program for collecting operational
and reconnaissance data, conducting research, and ana-
lyzing data on tropical cyclones to assist the forecast
and warning program and increase the understanding of
the causes and behavior of tropical cyclones.

‘“(2) The Secretary of Commerce shall establish the
Tropical Cyclone Research Advisory Committee, an ad-
visory committee of tropical cyclone research sci-
entists, to make recommendations for tropical cyclone
research activities and reconnaissance procedures.

‘“(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—(1) The Secretary of Defense
shall have the responsibility for maintaining, flying,
and funding tropical cyclone reconnaissance aircraft to
accomplish the program established under this section
and to transfer the data to the Secretary of Commerce.
Program responsibility may not be transferred to any
other Federal department or agency, including the
Coast Guard, without the agreement and approval of
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Commerce,
and the head of any other Federal agency or depart-
ment to which the responsibility is transferred.

‘“(2) The Secretary of Commerce shall have the re-
sponsibility to provide funding for data gathering and
research by remote sensing, ground sensing, research
aircraft, and other technologies necessary to accom-
plish the program established under this section.

‘“(c) MANAGEMENT PLANS.—(1) The Secretary of De-
fense and the Secretary of Commerce shall jointly de-
velop and, within 120 days after the date of enactment
of this Act [Oct. 29, 1992], submit to the Congress a
management plan for the program established under
this section, which shall include organizational struc-
ture, goals, major tasks, and funding profiles for the 5-
year duration of the program.

‘“(2) The Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of
Commerce, in consultation with the Tropical Cyclone
Research Advisory Committee established by section
107(a)(2), shall jointly develop and, within 4 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, submit to the Con-
gress a management plan providing for continued tropi-
cal cyclone surveillance and reconnaissance which will
adequately protect the citizens of the coastal areas of
the United States.

‘“(3) The management plans and programs required by
this section shall in every sense provide for at least the
same degree and quality of protection (such as early
warning capability and accuracy of fixing a storm’s lo-
cation) as currently exists with a combination of sat-
ellite technology and manned reconnaissance flights.
Additionally, such plans and programs shall in no way
allow any reduction in the level, quality, timeliness,
sustainability, or area served (including the State of
Hawaii) of both the existing principal and back-up
tropical cyclone reconnaissance and tracking sys-
tems.”

UNITED STATES WEATHER RESEARCH PROGRAM

Pub. L. 102-567, title I, §108, Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat.
4276, as amended by Pub. L. 115-25, title I, §109, Apr. 18,
2017, 131 Stat. 97, formerly set out as a note under this
section, was transferred to section 8520 of this title.
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