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1 See References in Text note below. 

tary airspace (Areas 2303A and 2303B) which cov-
ers portions of the Conservation Area. Designa-
tion of the Conservation Area shall not impact 
or impose any altitude, flight, or other airspace 
restrictions on current or future military oper-
ations or missions. Should the military require 
additional or modified airspace in the future, 
the Congress does not intend for the designation 
of the Conservation Area to impede the military 
from petitioning the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration to change or expand existing restricted 
military airspace. 

(f) Access to State and private lands 

Nothing in this subchapter shall affect valid 
existing rights-of-way within the Conservation 
Area. The Secretary shall provide reasonable ac-
cess to nonfederally owned lands or interest in 
lands within the boundaries of the Conservation 
Area. 

(g) Hunting 

Hunting shall be allowed within the Conserva-
tion Area in accordance with applicable laws 
and regulations of the United States and the 
State of Arizona, except that the Secretary, 
after consultation with the Arizona State wild-
life management agency, may issue regulations 
designating zones where and establishing peri-
ods when no hunting shall be permitted for rea-
sons of public safety, administration, or public 
use and enjoyment. 

(h) Preventative measures 

Nothing in this subchapter shall preclude such 
measures as the Secretary determines necessary 
to prevent devastating fire or infestation of in-
sects or disease within the Conservation Area. 

(i) No buffer zones 

The establishment of the Conservation Area 
shall not lead to the creation of protective pe-
rimeters or buffer zones around the Conserva-
tion Area. The fact that there may be activities 
or uses on lands outside the Conservation Area 
that would not be permitted in the Conservation 
Area shall not preclude such activities or uses 
on such lands up to the boundary of the Con-
servation Area consistent with other applicable 
laws. 

(j) Withdrawals 

Subject to valid existing rights all Federal 
lands within the Conservation Area and all lands 
and interest therein which are hereafter ac-
quired by the United States are hereby with-
drawn from all forms of entry, appropriation, or 
disposal under the public land laws and from lo-
cation, entry, and patent under the mining laws, 
and from operation of the mineral leasing and 
geothermal leasing laws and all amendments 
thereto. 

(Pub. L. 106–538, § 5, Dec. 6, 2000, 114 Stat. 2565.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 94–579, Oct. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2743, which is classified principally to 
chapter 35 (§ 1701 et seq.) of Title 43, Public Lands. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1701 of Title 43 
and Tables. 

§ 460ooo–5. Management plan 

(a) Plan required 

Not later than 2 years after December 6, 2000, 
the Secretary, through the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, shall develop and begin to implement 
a comprehensive management plan for the long- 
term management of the public lands within the 
Conservation Area in order to fulfill the pur-
poses for which it is established, as set forth in 
section 460ooo–3(a) of this title. Consistent with 
the provisions of this subchapter, the manage-
ment plan shall be developed— 

(1) in consultation with appropriate depart-
ments of the State of Arizona, including wild-
life and land management agencies, with full 
public participation; 

(2) from the draft Empire-Cienega Eco-
system Management Plan/EIS, dated October 
2000, as it applies to Federal lands or lands 
with conservation easements; and 

(3) in accordance with the resource goals and 
objectives developed through the Sonoita Val-
ley Planning Partnership process as incor-
porated in the draft Empire-Cienega Eco-
system Management Plan/EIS, dated October 
2000, giving full consideration to the manage-
ment alternative preferred by the Sonoita Val-
ley Planning Partnership, as it applies to Fed-
eral lands or lands with conservation ease-
ments. 

(b) Contents 

The management plan shall include— 
(1) provisions designed to ensure the protec-

tion of the resources and values described in 
section 460ooo–3(a) of this title; 

(2) an implementation plan for a continuing 
program of interpretation and public edu-
cation about the resources and values of the 
Conservation Area; 

(3) a proposal for minimal administrative 
and public facilities to be developed or im-
proved at a level compatible with achieving 
the resource objectives for the Conservation 
Area and with the other proposed management 
activities to accommodate visitors to the Con-
servation Area; 

(4) cultural resources management strate-
gies for the Conservation Area, prepared in 
consultation with appropriate departments of 
the State of Arizona, with emphasis on the 
preservation of the resources of the Conserva-
tion Area and the interpretive, educational, 
and long-term scientific uses of these re-
sources, giving priority to the enforcement of 
the Archaeological Resources Protection Act 
of 1979 (16 U.S.C. 470aa et seq.) and the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act 1 within the 
Conservation Area; 

(5) wildlife management strategies for the 
Conservation Area, prepared in consultation 
with appropriate departments of the State of 
Arizona and using previous studies of the Con-
servation Area; 

(6) production livestock grazing manage-
ment strategies, prepared in consultation with 
appropriate departments of the State of Ari-
zona; 
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(7) provisions designed to ensure the protec-
tion of environmentally sustainable livestock 
use on appropriate lands within the Conserva-
tion Area; 

(8) recreation management strategies, in-
cluding motorized and nonmotorized dispersed 
recreation opportunities for the Conservation 
Area, prepared in consultation with appro-
priate departments of the State of Arizona; 

(9) cave resources management strategies 
prepared in compliance with the goals and ob-
jectives of the Federal Cave Resources Protec-
tion Act of 1988 (16 U.S.C. 4301 et seq.); and 

(10) provisions designed to ensure that if a 
road or trail located on public lands within 
the Conservation Area, or any portion of such 
a road or trail, is removed, consideration shall 
be given to providing similar alternative ac-
cess to the portion of the Conservation Area 
serviced by such removed road or trail. 

(c) Cooperative agreements 

In order to better implement the management 
plan, the Secretary may enter into cooperative 
agreements with appropriate Federal, State, and 
local agencies pursuant to section 1737(b) of title 
43. 

(d) Research activities 

In order to assist in the development and im-
plementation of the management plan, the Sec-
retary may authorize appropriate research, in-
cluding research concerning the environmental, 
biological, hydrological, cultural, agricultural, 
recreational, and other characteristics, re-
sources, and values of the Conservation Area, 
pursuant to section 1737(a) of title 43. 

(Pub. L. 106–538, § 6, Dec. 6, 2000, 114 Stat. 2566.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, 
referred to in subsec. (b)(4), is Pub. L. 96–95, Oct. 31, 
1979, 93 Stat. 721, as amended, which is classified gener-
ally to chapter 1B (§ 470aa et seq.) of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 470aa of this title and 
Tables. 

The National Historic Preservation Act, referred to 
in subsec. (b)(4), is Pub. L. 89–665, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 
915, which was classified generally to subchapter II 
(§ 470 et seq.) of chapter 1A of this title. The Act, except 
for section 1, was repealed and restated in division A 
(§ 300101 et seq.) of subtitle III of Title 54, National Park 
Service and Related Programs, by Pub. L. 113–287, §§ 3, 
7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3094, 3272. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Tables. For disposi-
tion of former sections of this title, see Disposition 
Table preceding section 100101 of Title 54. 

The Federal Cave Resources Protection Act of 1988, 
referred to in subsec. (b)(9), is Pub. L. 100–691, Nov. 18, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4546, which is classified generally to 
chapter 63 (§ 4301 et seq.) of this title. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 4301 of this title and Tables. 

§ 460ooo–6. Land acquisition 

(a) In general 

(1) Priority to conservation easements 

In acquiring lands or interest in lands under 
this section, the Secretary shall give priority 
to such acquisitions in the form of conserva-
tion easements. 

(2) Private lands 

The Secretary is authorized to acquire pri-
vately held lands or interest in lands within 

the boundaries of the Acquisition Planning 
District only from a willing seller through do-
nation, exchange, or purchase. 

(3) County lands 

The Secretary is authorized to acquire coun-
ty lands or interest in lands within the bound-
aries of the Acquisition Planning District only 
with the consent of the county through dona-
tion, exchange, or purchase. 

(4) State lands 

(A) In general 

The Secretary is authorized to acquire 
lands or interest in lands owned by the State 
of Arizona located within the boundaries of 
the Acquisition Planning District only with 
the consent of the State and in accordance 
with State law, by donation, exchange, or 
purchase. 

(B) Consideration 

As consideration for the acquisitions by 
the United States of lands or interest in 
lands under this paragraph, the Secretary 
shall pay fair market value for such lands or 
shall convey to the State of Arizona all or 
some interest in Federal lands (including 
buildings and other improvements on such 
lands or other Federal property other than 
real property) or any other asset of equal 
value within the State of Arizona. 

(C) Transfer of jurisdiction 

All Federal agencies are authorized to 
transfer jurisdiction of Federal lands or in-
terest in lands (including buildings and 
other improvements on such lands or other 
Federal property other than real property) 
or any other asset within the State of Ari-
zona to the Bureau of Land Management for 
the purpose of acquiring lands or interest in 
lands as provided for in this paragraph. 

(b) Management of acquired lands 

Lands acquired under this section shall, upon 
acquisition, become part of the Conservation 
Area and shall be administered as part of the 
Conservation Area. These lands shall be man-
aged in accordance with this subchapter, other 
applicable laws, and the management plan. 

(Pub. L. 106–538, § 7, Dec. 6, 2000, 114 Stat. 2567.) 

LAND EXCHANGE AND CONSERVATION IN ARIZONA 

For provisions relating to land exchange and con-
servation in southeastern Arizona, see section 539p of 
this title. 

§ 460ooo–7. Reports to Congress 

(a) Protection of certain lands 

Not later than 2 years after December 6, 2000, 
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
describing the most effective measures to pro-
tect the lands north of the Acquisition Planning 
District within the Rincon Valley, Colossal Cave 
area, and Agua Verde Creek corridor north of 
Interstate 10 to provide an ecological link to Sa-
guaro National Park and the Rincon Mountains 
and contribute to local government conserva-
tion priorities. 

(b) Implementation of this subchapter 

Not later than 5 years after December 6, 2000, 
and at least at the end of every 10-year period 
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