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ROBERT J. LAGOMARSINO VISITOR CENTER 

Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title VIII, § 809, Nov. 12, 1996, 110 
Stat. 4189, as amended by Pub. L. 106–176, title I, § 119, 
Mar. 10, 2000, 114 Stat. 28, provided that: 

‘‘(a) DESIGNATION.—The visitor center at the Channel 
Islands National Park, California, is designated as the 
‘Robert J. Lagomarsino Visitor Center’. 

‘‘(b) LEGAL REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law, 
regulation, document, record, map, or other document 
of the United States to the visitor center referred to in 
subsection (a) is deemed to be a reference to the ‘Rob-
ert J. Lagomarsino Visitor Center’.’’ 

Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 104–208, 
div. A, title I, § 101(d) [title I, § 125], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3009–181, 3009–204. 

§ 410ff–1. Acquisition of property 

(a) Authority of Secretary of the Interior; fair 
market value; State-owned land; Federal 
property located within park 

Within the boundaries of the park as estab-
lished in section 410ff of this title, the Secretary 
of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized to acquire lands, wa-
ters, or interests therein (including but not lim-
ited to scenic easements) by donation, purchase 
with donated or appropriated funds, transfer 
from any Federal agency, exchange, or other-
wise. Unless the property is wholly or partially 
donated, the Secretary shall pay to the owner 
the fair market value of the property on the 
date of its acquisition, less the fair market 
value on that date of any right retained by the 
owner. Any lands, waters, or interests therein 
owned by the State of California or any political 
subdivision thereof shall not be acquired. Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, Fed-
eral property located within the boundaries of 
the park shall with the concurrence of the head 
of the agency having custody thereof, be trans-
ferred to the administrative jurisdiction of the 
Secretary for the purposes of the park: Provided, 
That the Secretary shall permit the use of feder-
ally owned park lands and waters which (i) have 
been transferred from another Federal agency 
pursuant to this section or which (ii) were the 
subject of a lease or permit issued by a Federal 
agency as of March 5, 1980, for essential national 
security missions and for navigational aids, sub-
ject to such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary deems necessary to protect park re-
sources. 

(b) Lands owned, or under option to, National 
Park Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, 
or similar organizations 

Notwithstanding the acquisition authority 
contained in subsection (a), any lands, waters, 
or interests therein, which are owned wholly or 
in part, by or which hereafter may be owned by, 
or under option to, the National Park Founda-
tion, The Nature Conservancy (including any 
lands, waters, or interests therein which are des-
ignated as ‘‘Nature Conservancy Lands’’ on the 
map referred to in section 410ff of this title) or 
any similar national, nonprofit conservation or-
ganization, or an affiliate or subsidiary thereof 
shall be acquired only with the consent of the 
owner thereof: Provided, That the Secretary may 
acquire such property in accordance with the 
provisions of this subchapter if he determines 
that the property is undergoing or is about to 

undergo a change in use which is inconsistent 
with the purposes of this subchapter. 

(c) Privately owned lands on Santa Rosa Island 

With respect to the privately owned lands on 
Santa Rosa Island, the Secretary shall acquire 
such lands as expeditiously as possible after 
March 5, 1980. The acquisition of these lands 
shall take priority over the acquisition of other 
privately owned lands within the park. 

(d) Retention of rights by owners; compatible 
use under lease 

(1) The owner of any private property may, on 
the date of its acquisition and as a condition of 
such acquisition, retain for himself a right of 
use and occupancy of all or such portion of such 
property as the owner may elect for a definite 
term of not more than twenty-five years, or end-
ing at the death of the owner, or his spouse, 
whichever is later. The owner shall elect the 
term to be reserved. Any such right retained 
pursuant to this subsection with respect to any 
property shall be subject to termination by the 
Secretary upon his determination that such 
property is being used for any purpose which is 
incompatible with the administration of the 
park or with the preservation of the resources 
therein, and it shall terminate by operation of 
law upon notification by the Secretary to the 
holder of the right, of such determination and 
tendering to him the amount equal to the fair 
market value of that portion which remains un-
expired. 

(2) In the case of any property acquired by the 
Secretary pursuant to this subchapter with re-
spect to which a right of use and occupancy was 
not reserved by the former owner pursuant to 
this subsection, at the request of the former 
owner, the Secretary may enter into a lease 
agreement with the former owner under which 
the former owner may continue any existing use 
of such property which is compatible with the 
administration of the park and with the preser-
vation of the resources therein. 

(3) Any right retained pursuant to this sub-
section, and any lease entered into under para-
graph (2), shall be subject to such access and 
other provisions as may be required by the Sec-
retary for visitor use and resources manage-
ment. 

(e) Acquisition of certain property on Santa Cruz 
Island 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, effective 90 days after November 12, 1996, all 
right, title, and interest in and to, and the right 
to immediate possession of, the real property on 
the eastern end of Santa Cruz Island which is 
known as the Gherini Ranch is hereby vested in 
the United States, except for the reserved rights 
of use and occupancy set forth in Instrument 
No. 90–027494 recorded in the Official Records of 
the County of Santa Barbara, California. 

(2) The United States shall pay just compensa-
tion to the owners of any real property taken 
pursuant to this subsection, determined as of 
the date of taking. The full faith and credit of 
the United States is hereby pledged to the pay-
ment of any judgment entered against the 
United States with respect to the taking of such 
property. Payment shall be in the amount of the 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

agreed negotiated value of such real property 
plus interest or the valuation of such real prop-
erty awarded by judgment plus interest. Interest 
shall accrue from the date of taking to the date 
of payment. Interest shall be compounded quar-
terly and computed at the rate applicable for 
the period involved, as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury on the basis of the cur-
rent average market yield on outstanding mar-
ketable obligations of the United States of com-
parable maturities from November 12, 1996, to 
the last day of the month preceding the date on 
which payment is made. 

(3) In the absence of a negotiated settlement, 
or an action by the owner, within 1 year after 
November 12, 1996, the Secretary shall initiate a 
proceeding, seeking in a court of competent ju-
risdiction a determination of just compensation 
with respect to the taking of such property. 

(4) The Secretary shall not allow any unau-
thorized use of the lands to be acquired under 
this subsection, except that the Secretary shall 
permit the orderly termination of all current ac-
tivities and the removal of any equipment, fa-
cilities, or personal property. 

(Pub. L. 96–199, title II, § 202, Mar. 5, 1980, 94 Stat. 
74; Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title VIII, § 817, Nov. 12, 
1996, 110 Stat. 4200.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 96–199, and was 
translated as ‘‘this subchapter’’, meaning title II of 
Pub. L. 96–199, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–333 added subsec. (e). 

§ 410ff–2. Natural resources study reports to Con-
gress; cooperative agreements for enforce-
ment of laws and regulations on State-owned 
land 

(a) The Secretary is directed to develop, in co-
operation and consultation with the Secretary 
of Commerce, the State of California, and var-
ious knowledgeable Federal and private entities, 
a natural resources study report for the park, 
including, but not limited to, the following: 

(1) an inventory of all terrestrial and marine 
species, indicating their population dynamics, 
and probable trends as to future numbers and 
welfare; 

(2) recommendations as to what actions 
should be considered for adoption to better 
protect the natural resources of the park. 

Such report shall be submitted within two com-
plete fiscal years from March 5, 1980, to the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
United States House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the United States Senate, and updated revisions 
of such report shall be similarly submitted at 
subsequent two year intervals to cover a period 
of ten years after March 5, 1980. 

(b) The Secretary is authorized and directed to 
enter into and continue cooperative agreements 
with the Secretary of Commerce and the State 
of California for the enforcement of Federal and 
State laws and regulations on those lands and 

waters within and adjacent to the park which 
are owned by the State of California. No provi-
sion of this subchapter shall be deemed to affect 
the rights and jurisdiction of the State of Cali-
fornia within the park, including, but not lim-
ited to, authority over submerged lands and wa-
ters within the park boundaries, and the marine 
resources therein. 

(Pub. L. 96–199, title II, § 203, Mar. 5, 1980, 94 Stat. 
75.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 410ff–3. Administration 

(a) Authority of Secretary of the Interior; low-in-
tensity, limited-entry basis for administra-
tion 

Subject to the provisions of section 410ff of 
this title, the Secretary shall administer the 
park in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as amended 
and supplemented (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.).1 In the 
administration of the park, the Secretary may 
utilize such statutory authority available for 
the conservation and management of wildlife 
and natural and cultural resources as he deems 
appropriate to carry out the purposes of this 
subchapter. The park shall be administered on a 
low-intensity, limited-entry basis. 

(b) Limited visitor use; establishment of appro-
priate visitor carrying capacities 

In recognition of the special fragility and sen-
sitivity of the park’s resources, it is the intent 
of Congress that the visitor use within the park 
be limited to assure negligible adverse impact 
on the park resources. The Secretary shall es-
tablish appropriate visitor carrying capacities 
for the park. 

(c) Comprehensive general management plan 

(1) Within three complete fiscal years from 
March 5, 1980, the Secretary, in consultation 
with The Nature Conservancy and the State of 
California, shall submit to the Committee on In-
terior and Insular Affairs of the United States 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the United 
States Senate, a comprehensive general manage-
ment plan for the park, pursuant to criteria 
stated in the provisions of section 100502 of title 
54. Such plan shall include alternative consider-
ations for the design and operation of a public 
transportation system connecting the park with 
the mainland, with such considerations to be de-
veloped in cooperation with the State of Califor-
nia and the Secretary of Transportation. The 
Secretary shall seek the advice of the scientific 
community in the preparation of said plan, and 
conduct hearings for public comment in Ventura 
and Santa Barbara Counties. 

(2) Those aspects of such a plan which relate 
to marine mammals shall be prepared by the 
Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with 
the Secretary and the State of California. 
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