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authority of any State or local government relating to 
environmental protection or siting of facilities, see sec-
tion 731 of Pub. L. 102–486, set out as a note under sec-
tion 796 of this title. 

§ 825p. Jurisdiction of offenses; enforcement of li-
abilities and duties 

The District Courts of the United States, and 
the United States courts of any Territory or 
other place subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States shall have exclusive jurisdiction 
of violations of this chapter or the rules, regula-
tions, and orders thereunder, and of all suits in 
equity and actions at law brought to enforce any 
liability or duty created by, or to enjoin any 
violation of this chapter or any rule, regulation, 
or order thereunder. Any criminal proceeding 
shall be brought in the district wherein any act 
or transaction constituting the violation oc-
curred. Any suit or action to enforce any liabil-
ity or duty created by, or to enjoin any viola-
tion of, this chapter or any rule, regulation, or 
order thereunder may be brought in any such 
district or in the district wherein the defendant 
is an inhabitant, and process in such cases may 
be served wherever the defendant may be found. 
Judgments and decrees so rendered shall be sub-
ject to review as provided in sections 1254, 1291, 
and 1292 of title 28. No costs shall be assessed 
against the Commission in any judicial proceed-
ing by or against the Commission under this 
chapter. 

(June 10, 1920, ch. 285, pt. III, § 317, as added Aug. 
26, 1935, ch. 687, title II, § 213, 49 Stat. 862; amend-
ed June 25, 1936, ch. 804, 49 Stat. 1921; June 25, 
1948, ch. 646, § 32(b), 62 Stat. 991; May 24, 1949, ch. 
139, § 127, 63 Stat. 107.) 

CODIFICATION 

As originally enacted, this section contained ref-
erence to the Supreme Court of the District of Colum-
bia. Act June 25, 1936, substituted ‘‘the district court of 
the United States for the District of Columbia’’ for 
‘‘the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia’’, and 
act June 25, 1948, as amended by act May 24, 1949, sub-
stituted ‘‘United States District Court for the District 
of Columbia’’ for ‘‘district court of the United States 
for the District of Columbia’’. However, the words 
‘‘United States District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia’’ have been deleted entirely as superfluous in 
view of section 132(a) of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial 
Procedure, which states that ‘‘There shall be in each 
judicial district a district court which shall be a court 
of record known as the United States District Court for 
the district’’, and section 88 of Title 28 which states 
that ‘‘the District of Columbia constitutes one judicial 
district’’. 

‘‘Sections 1254, 1291, and 1292 of title 28’’, referred to 
in text, were substituted for ‘‘sections 128 and 240 of the 
Judicial Code, as amended (U.S.C. title 28, secs. 225 and 
347)’’ on authority of act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 
869, the first section of which enacted Title 28, Judici-
ary and Judicial Procedure. 

§ 825q. Repealed. Pub. L. 109–58, title XII, 
§ 1277(a), Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 978 

Section, act June 10, 1920, ch. 285, pt. III, § 318, as 
added Aug. 26, 1935, ch. 687, title II, § 213, 49 Stat. 863, re-
lated to conflict of jurisdiction. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective 6 months after Aug. 8, 2005, with pro-
visions relating to effect of compliance with certain 

regulations approved and made effective prior to such 
date, see section 1274 of Pub. L. 109–58, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 16451 of Title 42, The 
Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 825q–1. Office of Public Participation 

(a)(1) There shall be an office in the Commis-
sion to be known as the Office of Public Partici-
pation (hereinafter in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘Office’’). 

(2)(A) The Office shall be administered by a Di-
rector. The Director shall be appointed by the 
Chairman with the approval of the Commission. 
The Director may be removed during his term of 
office by the Chairman, with the approval of the 
Commission, only for inefficiency, neglect of 
duty, or malfeasance in office. 

(B) The term of office of the Director shall be 
4 years. The Director shall be responsible for the 
discharge of the functions and duties of the Of-
fice. He shall be appointed and compensated at 
a rate not in excess of the maximum rate pre-
scribed for GS–18 of the General Schedule under 
section 5332 of title 5. 

(3) The Director may appoint, and assign the 
duties of, employees of such Office, and with the 
concurrence of the Commission he may fix the 
compensation of such employees and procure 
temporary and intermittent services to the 
same extent as is authorized under section 3109 
of title 5. 

(b)(1) The Director shall coordinate assistance 
to the public with respect to authorities exer-
cised by the Commission. The Director shall 
also coordinate assistance available to persons 
intervening or participating or proposing to in-
tervene or participate in proceedings before the 
Commission. 

(2) The Commission may, under rules promul-
gated by it, provide compensation for reasonable 
attorney’s fees, expert witness fees, and other 
costs of intervening or participating in any pro-
ceeding before the Commission to any person 
whose intervention or participation substan-
tially contributed to the approval, in whole or 
in part, of a position advocated by such person. 
Such compensation may be paid only if the 
Commission has determined that— 

(A) the proceeding is significant, and 
(B) such person’s intervention or participa-

tion in such proceeding without receipt of 
compensation constitutes a significant finan-
cial hardship to him. 

(3) Nothing in this subsection affects or re-
stricts any rights of any intervenor or partici-
pant under any other applicable law or rule of 
law. 

(4) There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Energy to be used by the Office 
for purposes of compensation of persons under 
the provisions of this subsection not to exceed 
$500,000 for the fiscal year 1978, not to exceed 
$2,000,000 for the fiscal year 1979, not to exceed 
$2,200,000 for the fiscal year 1980, and not to ex-
ceed $2,400,000 for the fiscal year 1981. 

(June 10, 1920, ch. 285, pt. III, § 319, as added Pub. 
L. 95–617, title II, § 212, Nov. 9, 1978, 92 Stat. 3148.) 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
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